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EP ISTLE XIII. 


70 G E NAL Is. 


He Compliments him on the Merit of bis 


Father. 
By the Same. 


1 Am extreamly plcasd. that you had read 
over my Books with your Father. It will 
be a great Improvement to you, to learn from 
a Perſon of the firſt Character in Learning, 
what is to be approv d, and what to be con- 


demneqd; and be ſo inſtructed at once, that you 


ſhall be practisd to ſpeak the Truth, You ſee. 
whom you are to follow, whoſe Steps you 
ought to purſue. Happy Youth ! who have 
the Advantage of a living Pattern, ſo eminent, 
ſo nearly ally di an Example chiefly to imitate, 
whom Nature deſign'd you the moſt entirely \ 


to reſembl E. 


Ft are vvell. : 


Eris T. 


q 
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EIS TIE XIV. 


Tv ARIS To. 


He deſires his Opinion of bis Behaviour in a 
Caſe 2 the Senate. 


By the Same. 


8 IN CE You are compleatly skilłd in tbe 


publick Laws, of which, that of the Se- 
nate is a Part, as well as the more Private and 
Particular; 1 am very deſirous to be inform'd 
by you, whether I was guilty of a Miſtake in 
the Senate, or no? Not to becnlighten'd as to 
the paſt, (that bcing too late) but for my fu- 


gre Conduct, if 3 parallel aſe may ay happen. 


Fou will fay, Why do you enquire of a 


Thing you ought to have been Maſter of? The u- 
niverial Slavery of the former Time of my Life 
brought in an Ignorance and a Forgetfulneſs of 
all able Arts and Sciences, and amongſt 


the reſt, of the Rights and Cuſtoms of the 


Senate. For what Man of a Thouſand wou'd 
have the Patience to learn what he ſhould 


have no occafion to make Uſe of. Beſides, 


it is hard to retain what you have maſter'd, if 
you do not exerciſe it. So that the Return of 
Liberty has found us awkward, and unskilful; 


and, tranſported : as we are, with the blooming 


Sweets of it, we arc hurry'd on to act ſeve- 
ral Things, before we know them. It was 


likewile 


110g. 


CV C- 


Was 


Wile 
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likewiſe an Inſtitution of the Antients, to learn, 
not only by Hearing, but by the Eye, from 


dur Superiours in Age, what we ourſelves 


ſhould immediately put in Action, and ſuc- 
ceſſively hand down to our Poſterity. Hence 
it was; that young Men ferv'd betimes in the 


Army, in order to form themſelves to Com- 


mand by Obedience, and to lead, by follow- 


ing. Hence, the Candidates for publick Offi- 


ces waited, ſtanding at the Doors of the Se- 
nate-Houſe; and were Spectators of the publick 
Counſels, before they acted in them. Every 
Man had his Father for his Maſter; and if he 
had no Father, the moſt noted and moſt an- 


tient Senator, ſupply'd his Place. Here, they 


were informed, what was the Power of thoſe 
who made a Motion, or proposd a Cale ; 

the Right of a Voter, the Authority of a Ma- 
giſtrate, the Liberty of all others; What was 
the proper Time for Silence, the Meaſute of 
Speaking, the Diſtinction of contrary Opini- 
ons, the Method of adding to ſomething 


mentioned before; in ſhort, here they were 


taught the univerſal Law of tne Senate, by 


the moſt faithful of all Tutors, Example. Now 


I was, indeed, in the Army, when I was young; 
but when Virtue was ſufpected, when Viec 
was honourd, when the Commanders had no 
Authority, the Soldiers no Senſe of Reſtraint; 
when there was no Command or Subjection 
any where; when all Things were in Diſor— 
der; in Confuſi ion, and even Inverted; in ſhort, 
Dez rather 
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rather to be forgotten than remember d, then 


1 began to look forward to the Senate, but 
fuciz a Scnatc, as was timorous and mute; 


when it was dangerous to fpeak your Mind, 


and miſerable to ſpeak againſt it. What could 
be learnt at that Juncture ? What could be 


learnt with Advantage, when the Senate was 


conven'd, cither to the utmoſt Indolence and 


Supineneſs, or to the higheſt Iniquity ? and 
tometimes held for Mockery, ſometimes for 
Splecn, never cuter'd upon a ſerious, but often 
upon an unhappy Dcliberation? When I was 
now a Senator, and bore a Part in the com- 
mon Calamity, I ſaw and cndurcd the ſame 
Gricvances during the Courſe of ſeveral Years: 
By this, my judgment and Spirit was pall'd, 
broken, and cnervatcd, for all future Opera- 
tion. We have but a narrow Compals of 
Time, (that being ever ſhorter, as it is the 
more happy) in Which, we are allow'd to 
know, or to practiſe what we know. So 
that l have the better Foundation for my De- 
mand of Pardon to my Error, (if it be an 


Error) and of a Remedy from your Knowledge; 


which is cqually cxtenſive to the publick 
Rights, as to thoſe of your particular Clients, 
ro antient, as to modern Affairs; to ſingular 
as to comnion Geeurrences, I am perſwaded 
:kewile, that the Queſtion I conſult you upon, 
wy appcar ſomething extraordinary, or per— 
ctly new, cven to Perſons: that can hardly 
de Strangers to any Cale at all, by the length 

of 
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of their Practice, and the Variety of their Ex- 
perience. This will the more juſtly plead my 


Excuſe, if I have made a falſe Step, and you 


will merit the greater Glory, if you can in- 
form me of a Thing, which it is very doubt. 


ful, whether you have practically known. 


The Caſe of the Freedman of Afranms 
Deter, the Conſul, was laid before the 
Houſe. It was uncertain whether he was 
killd by his own Hand, or another; whe- 
ther by Villainy, or Compliance with his own 
Deſire, Somebody, (who? you'll ſay ; that is 


nothing to the Caſe; but it was my ſelf:) at- 


ter the Queſtion, was of Opinion, they ſhould 
paſs unpuniſh'd; another thought they ought 
to be baniſhed into ſome Iſland ; another, 
that the Crime was Capital. Now there 
was ſo great a Diverſity in theſe Opinions, that 
they muſt neceſſarily ſtand ſingle. For what 
Agreement was there between puniſhing with 
Death, and baniſhing? Why truly, no more, 
than between Baniſhing and Acquirting ; tho 
a Pardon would have come ncarer a Banith- 
ment, than Death. For the two former leave a 
Man in the Poſſeſſion of his Life, the latter 
deſtroys it; and yet, at the ſame Time, the 


Voters for Death and Baniſhment ſate toge— 


ther, and ſuſpended their Diſagrecment, with 
a pretence of agreeing for ſome Time, I 
inſiſted, that the three Opinions ſhould be 
counted ſeparately, and that the Two ſhould 
not join by this Truce, this ſuſpenſion of a 

1 Ditcovery. 


. 
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Diſcovery. Therefore, I demanded, that the 
Voters for Death ſhould depart from the ba- 
niſhing Side, and ſhould not in the mean 
Time, join, and be preſently. againſt the par- 
doning Votcrs, becauſe it was of little Sig- 
nificancy, whether they diſapprov'd the ſame 
Thing or no, when they did not poſitively 
approve the ſame Thing: And 1 thought it 
very ſtrange, that he who was for Baniſhing 
the Freedn: cn, and puniſhing the Slaves with 
Death, was oblig d to divide his Vote; but he, 
who was for puniſhing the Freedmen with 
Death, ſhould be number'd with the Baniſhers. 
For it the Opinion of one Man was to bc 


divided, becauſe it conſiſted of two Parts. 1 


could not ſce how the Opinions of two Men, 
ſo different, could be joined together, There- 
fore, permit me to give an Account of my 
Determination, in the {ame manner, to you, 
as there; now the Matter is over, as while 
it ſubſiſtcd; and now I have Time to collect 
and reprelent at once, what! {aid then by 
Starts; amidſt a numerous Oppoſition. Let 
us ſuppoſe, three Judges were appointed for this 
Cauſe; that one thought it proper, the Freed- 
men ſhould dic, the other, that they ſhould 
be ſent into Exile, the third, that they ſhould 
be diicharged. In this Cate, ſhould two Opi- 


nions, with joint Force, bear down the laſt; 


or ſhall each of them have its proper Weight, 
equally with the other, and the firft be no 
more coup iced with the Sccond, than the Se- 

cond 
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cond with the Third? Therefore, in the Se- 


nate likewiſe, they ought to be reckon'd as 


contrary, which are delivered as different. 
Suppoſe one and the ſame Man ſhould think 
they were to be baniſh'd, and to die too, 
could they ſuffer both, by the Opinion of one 
Perſon? And could that Opinion be eſteem d 


one, which puts two Things ſo differing to- 
_ gether? How then, when one ſays they are to 


die, another, that they ſhould be baniſhd, can 
that be thought one Opinion, expreſſed by 
two Perſons, which would not ſeem one Opi- 
nion, if ſpoken by one ſingle Man? What? 
Does not the Law plainly declare, that the 
Opinions of Capital Puniſhment, are to be ſe- 
parated, when it appoints the Diviſion to, be 
made in theſc Terms, 


YOU WHO ARE OF THISOPINION, GO 


TO THAT SIDE, YOU WHO ARE OF ALL 


OTHER OPINIONS, GO TO THAT SIDE, 
WHICH IS OF THE SAME, 


Examine each Word of this Clanſe, and 


weigh it well. YoU WHO ARE OF THIS 


OPINION, that is, You who think they 
ought to be Baniſhid; Go To THAT SIDE; 
that is, thither, where they ſit, who are of 
that Mind. By which, it is evident, that they 
who were for Dcath, could not ſtay on the 
ſame Side. YOU W HO ARE OF ALL ©- 
THER OPINIONS; You oblerve, that 


the Law not content with the Ward, OTHER, 
Dd 4 


put 
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put ALL to it; Is it a Doubt, that they who 
are for Death, are entirely of another Opinion, 
than thoſe who are for Baniſhment? Go To 
THAT SIDE, WHICH IS OF THE SAME. Does 
not the Law it {elf appear to call, to oblige, 
to drive thoſe, who diſſent, to a contrary Side? 
And does not the Conſul declare, not only 
by formal Words, where cach Man ought to 
ſtay, and whither to paſs, but by his Hand 
and Geſture ? But, if the Opinions of thoſe 
who arc for Death and Baniſhment, be divi- 
ded, that of Pardon muſt prevail. What is 
this to thoſe who give theſe Opinions : Cer- 
tain:y it docs not become them to contend 


with all their Skill and Force to prevent the 


milder Sentence, yet flili, they who are for 
Death and Baniſhme: 7155 ought to be compa- 
red, firſt, with the dicharging Voters, then, 


one with the other: As in ſome pub ik Shows, | 


ſomebody is reſcrv'd and put aſide by Lot, to 
rake up the Conqueror; ſo in the Senate, 
ſome Conteations are firſt, ſome ſecondary; 

and a third Opinion waits for that of the 


two preceding, which is ſuperior to the other. 


But again, when one Opinion has prevail'd 
do not the reſt fall of themſelves? How then 
can you reckon two Opinions tor one, that 
ſhould after go for nothing? I will repeat it 


more clearly : When the Baniſher gives his 


Vote, unleſs they who are for Death, imme- 


diately go to the other Side, it will be in 
vain n for them afterwards o dilagree in it with 


* FFV 


a | him 
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him they agreed to a little before. But why 


do I erect myſelf into a Maſter, when I 
would learn from yon, whether the Votes 
ought to be divided, or the Voters go to dif. 


' ferent Sides. Indeed, I carry'd my Point, 
yet J ask d whether I ought to have demanded, 


or whether 1 ſhould rather have paſt to one of 
the twoother Opinions, as he did, who was 
for the laſt Puniſhment. I do not know, 


whether he was prevail'd upon by the ſtrict 
Right, certainly he was by the Equity of my 
| Demand, to give up his own, and come into 


the Baniſhing Vote; in a Fcar, that if the 
Votes were divided, (as he foreſaw it would 
happen) the Diſcharging Vote ſhould prevail. 
For there were far more in this Vote, than 
in the two others by themſelves. Then, they 


vrho were drawn over by his Influence, left 


the Opinion that had been forſaken by the 
Author of it, and follow d him like a Deſerter, 
whom they had follow id before as a Leader. 


Thus three Votes were brought to two, and 


one of the two carry'd it, the third was re- 
jected. Since it could not overpower both, 
it choſe at lcaſt, Which of the two it would 
ſubmit o. 

Farevvell. 


Eis r. 
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EPISTLE XV. 
To JuxnioR 
On ſome Books ſent to him. 
By the Same. 


Have loaded you with a Number of Vo- 
<. lumes, ſent together; but I did it, firſt, be- 
cauſe you deſird them; and then, you inform'd 
me, your Vintage was fo thin, that I plainly 
found you would be at full Libcrty (as the 
Saying is) 79 mind your Bgok. I have the 
ſame News from my Grounds, ſo that 1 have 
Leiſure in my turn to write ſome Pieces for 
your Pcruſal, if I can get Paper. But if the 
Paper be rough, or apt to blot, I muſt either 


not write at all, or be neceſſitated to b/of ont 


all I write, whether good or bad. 85 
—= | Fare vvell. 


N 


EFI 
To PATERNUS. 
His Sorrow for the Sickneſs and Death of 
his Servants. 
By the Same. 
Have been very uncaſy at the Illneſs andDeath 
of ſome People of mine, that were Young 
too. I have indeed, two Comforts (not cqual 
to 


8 4 * 
Bs, 
+ 25 

5 ; 


/ 


to the Loſs, but Comforts ſtill they are) one 
is, the eaſy Opportunity I had to make them 
free; (for as they dy'd Freedmen, I think they 
did not altogether die ſo immaturely) the other 
js, an Allowance J give even my Slaves, to 
make their Wills, * an Obſervance of them 
as lawful Teſtaments. They diſpoſe of, and 
deſire what they pleaſe, I readily execute it. 


They divide, give, and bequeath to their Friends, 


but only within the Family. For the Houſe is 
a kind of a City or Republick to Servants. 
But tho I ſupport myſelf with theſe Conſo- 
lations, I am melted with the fame Humani- 
ty and Compunſtion, which occaſioned that 
very Indulgence. Yet I would, not with for 
that Reaſon to be more inſenſible, tho I know 
ſome, that call Accidents of this Nature only 
meer Loſſes; and therefore, look upon them- 
ſelves to be great and wiſe Men. Whether 
they be great and wiſe Men I know not, that 
they are no Men I am certain. For it is the 


Part of a Man to be affected wit 


to be ſenſible; yet, to bear up againſt it, and 


be capable of Comfort; not to have no occa- 
ſion tor it. Perhaps, I have ſaid more than ! 


ſhould on this Head; however, I have written 
leſs, than I was inclin'd to write. For there 
is ſome Pleaſure, even in Sorrow, e eſpecially 
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— 


When you diſcharge your Tears in the Boſom 


of a Friend, who Will either readily applaud, 
Or — them. 


Farevvell. 
E 
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EPISTLE XVII. 


To MAcRINus. 


On 4 Fit of Ill Weather. 
= By the Same. 


HAT? Is the Weather as rough and 
unſavourable with you too? We have 
Storms without Intermiſſion, and frequent 
Land-Floods. The Tyber has overflown his 
Channel, and runs very high over the lower 
Banks. Though he was drain'd by a Canal, 
made for him by the provident Care of the 
Emperor; he covers the Vales, and pours in 
laviſhly upon the Champian Grounds: Where 
the Field is level, inſtcad of the Field, you 
ſce nothing but the Tyber. Then, as for the 
Rivers, which he usd to receive, and carry 
along with him, in a mingled Courſe, like a 
meeting Enemy, he forces them backward, and 
ſo has put the Lands which he does not touch 
himſelf, under ſuch Waters as they were Stran- 
gers to before. 

The Anio, which is the moſt delighful of 
Rivers, and therefore, invited and retain d by 
the adjacent Villages and Country Scats, has 


in a great meaſure deſtroy d, and torn away 


the Groves, that ſhade it. 11 has overturn d 
whole Mountains; and as it has been dam'd 
up in ſeveral Places by fallen Heaps, to reco- 
ver its loſt Paſſage, it has demoliſh'd Houſes, 

and 
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and exalted itſelf above the Ruins. They that 
were free from the Weather on higher Ground, 

view'd in the ſame Places the Equipage, and hea- 
vy Furniture of People of Fortune; in others, 
Inſtruments for Husbandry; here Oxen, Ploughs, 
and the Drivers of them; there, entire Herds; 
looſe and unyokd; and among theſe, the 


ad Trunks of Trees, the Beams and Roofs of 
ve Houſes, floating variouſly to all Quarters. Nay, 
nt the Places that were unreach'd by the River, 
nis were not free from the Diſaſter. For, inſtead 


er of an Inundation, they had a perpetual fall of 
al, _ Showers and Hurricanes, whirl'd from the 


o . - 
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he Clouds; Works that enclos'd many a favou- 
in rite Land, are ruin d: Tombs are ſhatterd and 
re _ overthrown. Several Perſons have been hurt, 
ou buried, daſh'd to Pieces, and all theſe Loſſes 


he have been multiply d in the Laments and Out- 
ry dTCries, produc'd by them. I am afraid, you 
have ſuffer d ſomething like this in your Parts, 


1 in Proportion to our Dangers. And ] beg of 
ch you, it no ſuch Calamity has happen d to you, 
n- do caſe my Apprehenſion of it as ſoon as poſ- 

2 ſible; or if fo, to ſend me Word of it how- 
of | ever. For there is no Great Difference, be- 
by tween Suffering and expecting a Misfortune, 
As = except t this, that there is a certain Meaſure of 


ay | Grict, not of Fear. For a Man laments what 

d he knows has happen'd ; he fears all that may 
d pollibly — 

| I | Frnrewell. 
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EIS TL XVIII. 
To R UFINUS. 


| batheWiLL of DOoMITIUST ULLUS: 


By the Samc. 


\ HE common Notion is not exactly true; 

that the laſt Wills of Men are the beſt 
Pictures of their Manners and Qualities. Since 
Domitins Tullus has appear'd far better in his 
Death, than his Life. For, after he had re- 
ceivd all the Courtſhip of thoſe, that aim'd 
at inheriting his Fortune, he left his Brother's 
Daughter, whom he had adopted, his Heir. He 
bequeath'd a Number of valuable Legacies to 
his Grand-Children, and even to a Great- 


Grand Child: In ſhort, all was full of Pater- 


nal Tenderneſs, and fo much the more, as it 
was unexped ed. This gave Birth to a Vari- 
ety of Converſation about Town; ſome repre- 
ſenting him as falſe; ungrateful, unacknow- 
tedging ; and while they lafh'd him, they be- 
tray'd themſelves by the moſt ſhameful Con- 
feſſions imaginable, complaining of him like 
Orphans, as they would of a Father, a Grand- 
father, or other higher Relation. Others ex- 
tolld him for this very Reaſon, that he diſap- 
pointed the juſt Hopes of Men, and avow'd; 
that it was Prudence in ſo corrupt an Age, 
thus to deceive them. They add likewiſe, 

5 that 


1 large Encreaſe of Riches. 


fliſcation of his Perſonal Eſtate. 


their own. 
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that it was not in his Power to make a diffe- 
rent Will: That he did not ſo ftridily leave, 
as reſtore his Wealth to his Daughter, ſince 
he ow'd it to her. For Curtius Mantia, ha- 


ving an Averſion to his Son in- Lad, Domi- 
7 tins Lucianus, (the Brother of Tullus) appoint- 
cd his Daughter, the Grand daughter of Cur- 


ius, his Heir, upon Condition, that her Fa- 
ther ſhould make her free. This was done, and 
the Uncle adopted her: Thus Domitius, who 
had a Copartnerſhip of Fortune with his Bro- 
ther, cluded the Intention of the Will, by an 
artfal Emancipation of the Daughter, and put her 
again under the Power of her Father, with a 


It was the Fate of 
thole Brothers to be rich, by thoſe who were 


- * unwilling to contribute to it. Domitius Afer, 
© > who adopted them, dy'd without any but a 
Nuncupative Will, made eighteen Years ago; 


5 and ſo much diſlikd by himſelf afterwards; 
that he had proſecuted their Father to a Con- 


It was, ſur⸗ 
priſingly hard in him, to cut a Man off from 
the Number of Citizens, who had been a 


Partner with him in the Property of the fame 


Children; and wonderfully tortunate in them, 
to find a Father again in him, that took away 
But it was juſt, that after having 
been inſtituted Heir by his Brother, to the Pre- 
judice of his own Daughter, he ſhould remit 
to that Daughter, for his Reconcilement with 
her, this Reverſion of Afer, as well as the 

| tler 


416 PliIxr's Epiltles: 
other joint Fortune, which the two Brothers 
had acquird together. This Will merits the 
higher Praiſe, as it was dictated by Nature, by 
Probity, by Honour, and a- due Return was 
made to all the Relations in it; according to 
their Services, the Wife of Tullus as well as 
the others. She, who was a Lady of ſingu- 
lar Virtue and Temper, and who deſervd the 
better of her Husband, as ſhe was reptoach'd for 
the Match, had for her Share ſeveral fine 
Country Houſes, and large Sums of Money. 
As ſhe was of a good Family and Character, 
in the Decline of Life, and had been long a 
Widow, and formerly a Mother, it did not 
appear with ſo good a Grace, that ſhe mar- 
ry'd a rich Old Man, ſo full of Infirmities, 
that he might have diſguſted a Wife had he 
marry d young and in Health. Diſtorted and 
Paralytic, all over his Body, he could only en- 
joy the Sight of his Store, and could not 
move in his Bed, but by the Help of o- 
thers. Beſides, (which is as melancholly to 
ſuffer as it is diſagreeable to ſay) he was forc d 
to hold his Mouth to be waſh'd, and his Teeth 
to be clean'd by his Attendants. He has often 
been heard to deplore the miſerable State to 
which he was reduc'd, and to complain, that 
he daily ſuffer d the Fingers of his Slaves in 
his Mouth. Vet he livd on, and was deſirous 
of living, eſpecially ſpirited up by his. Wife, 
who chang d the Scandal of her Marriage, at 
the firſt Beginning, to a Renown, by her Con- 
ſtancy. 


2 we ſtay for the Auction. For he was fo plen- 
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4 ſtancy. This is all the preſent News of the 
® Town. The Pictures of Tullus are to be fold, 


7 


© tifully ſtock d with Rarities, that he furniſſrd 


Be 


very large Gardens with a number of antique 


_ Statues the ſame Day on which he bought them. 


He had fo many of the fineſt Works in his Re- 
poſitories and Cloſets, which were neglected. 


Now, in your turn, if you have any thing 


— 2 2 * 


8 


that deſerves a Letter, do me the favour to 
Write it; for News is agrecable, and nothing 
| orms the Conduct of Lite ſo effectually, as 


barewell. 


ErisrLE XIX. | 
Fo Maximus. 
The Pleaſure of Study. 

"By me Same, 


IF Receive a Pleaſure and a Conſolation from 
1 N Study: Nothing is ſo agreeable, but this ex- 


gelsit: Nothing is ſo melancholy but this tooths _ 


» 


7 1 
+ 
A 


2 It is upon this account, when Jam uneaſie * 


any of them: I take refuge in my Study, 
Inly Relief of my Sorrow. This gives 
Fetter Senſe, and a more even Support of a 

plaſter. Now it is my way, to ſubmit a Work 


the Indiſpoſition of 


"Wrcatning my Domeſticks, or the Death 


ET 


of 


— — 4A 


as the 


E e 


me a 


1 de. 
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I deſign to publiſh, to the Judgment of my 
Friends, to yours eſpecially. Therefore, if e- 
ver you was in earneſt on that occaſion, view 
the Piece with Care, which will come to your 
Hands with this Letter; for J am afraid, that 
my diſquiet has leſſen d my own exactneſs about 
it. It was in my Power to command my 


W 


Grief, ſo far as to write, but not to write with 


a free and chearful Spirit. For Study does not 
only produce a Delight, but is better d by that 
Alacrity, which ſhould ariſe from it. 


8 barevvuell 
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To GALL us. £7 
On a Moving Iſland m a Lake. . 2 
By the Same. 4 


T is common to over. look a Curioſity near 
11 at hand, and at the ſame time take a Jour- 
© ney, ora Voyage, for the fight of one at a di- 
ſtance: Either becauſe it is natural for us to ne 
glect the readieſt, and purſue the moſt remote 
Objects, or becauſe the deſire of every thing 

grows languid, by the eaſe of enjoying it: Or, 
that we are apt to delay the view of what we 
may obſerve, as often as we think proper. 
Whatever be the Cauſe, there is a variety of 1 
Remarkable Things in and about our Town, 
Which we have neither ſeen nor heard of; 
which 


* 
8 


| qual on cvery fide. 
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I went to it. 


1 


419 PIN Vs Epiſtles. 


which if Achaia, egypt, Aſia, or any other 
Country, fruitful in Wonders, and valuing her- 
ſelf upon them, had produc'd, had been fre- 
quently told, read, and ſurvey'd. J for my 
part, have been inform'd from the Teſtimony 
of others, as well as that of my own Eyes, of 
one Particular, 1 never law, or heard of be- 
fore. 

My Wife's Grand Father invited me to his 
Country-Houſe in Ameria: As 1 walk'd about 
| his Eſtate there, they ſhew'd me a Lake at the 
bottom of a Ground, call'd /adimon; and told 
3 me ſome Prodigies about it at the {ame time. 

2 The Lake is thrown in the ſhape 

"of a Wheel, lying flat on the Ground, and e- 
There is no Corner in it, 
no obliquity, all is uniform, regular, and as it 
were, cut out and hollow'd by the Hand of an 
Artiſt. The Colour approaches that of a Blue, 
but takes more of a Pale and a Greeniſh Caſt, 


andi is not ſo clear. The Water affords a ſmell 


of Sulphur, and a Mineral Taſte, and is very 
proper to cloſe up and unite a Fracture. The 


cCompaſs of it is ſmall, yet ſo large, as to be a- 


gitated by the Wind, and ruffled by the Wea- 
ther. There are no Boats upon it, becauſe it 
is Conſecrated, but ſeveral graſſy Iſlands float 
F n it, all coverd with Reeds and Ruſhes, and 
with all we uſually find in the more fruitful ſort 


of Marſhes, or at the Extremities of the Lake 


jitſelf. Each has its peculiar Figure, and Size: 
Tre edge of every one of them is Dare, as of- 
2 on 


SS > / 


4! OR 

[| | x © 1 

| 420 PLiny's Epiſtles } 

ö il ten wearing againſt the Shore, or againſt one 

Ii | another. The height, and buoyancy of all, is 
10 equal; they deſcend with a leſſening bottom, 
tl like the Kecl of a Ship; ſometimes they arc 
| | looſe, viſible on all ſides, and riſe above the 
Ft Water in the ſame Meaſure as they fink beneath # 
104178 it: Sometimes they join, and form themſelves # 
N | | into a kind of little Continent: Sometimes 
þ ”y they are diſpersd by contrary Winds, and ſome- 3 

U times float ſcparately, as a Calm ſurprizes 
[1 them. The leſſer often cleave to the greater, 


like a ſmall Boat to a Lighter; and either of 

them often are driven to a Courſe, as if they 
rival'd one anorher in ſwimming. Then a- 

gain, all of them puſh'd to the Place of their 
tormer Station, they make an addition to the 
Land, and now reſtore, now remove the Lake, * 
in ſeveral Quarters; and when they return to 
the Centre of it, they do not ſeem to leſſen 
the Circle it makes. It is certain, that the 
grazing Cattle have often ſtepp'd upon theſe 
I lands, as if they had been the extremity of the 
Bank; and have not known the Ground was 
moveable, till ſnatchd from the Bank, as if 
they had been ſet, and ferry d off upon wen, + 
they have trembled at the Lake, ſpread all a. F 
T bout them; preſently landing from them, ac. 
- . cording to the drift of the Wind, they have 
no more been ſenſible of their deſcent from 4 

them, than they were of their firſt treading up. 
on them before. This very Lake is diſcharged 4$ 
into a River, which offers itſelf to view for a 


little 


0 
R 
. 
1 


> - 
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4 little ſpace, and then dive's below a Cavern, 
0 and flows on unſeen; and if any thing was 
irc flung into it, before it enter d the Ground, it 
he Preſerves and brings it up again. I have writ- 
th ten this account to you, becauſe you are as 
ves  Srcata Stranger tO it, as I am, and will be as 
cs much pleasd with it; both of us taking no 
me. | greater delight, than from a ſurvey of the 
ies Works of Nature. 

cr, Farewell. 
r of X — — — — — — 
thex EPISTLE XXI. 

n a- 

their To ARRI A. N. 

the 


Ake, * On his Mixture of Diverſi ion and Study. 


rn to By the Same. 
7 12 Am perſuaded, that nothing is fo beat 
theſe Þ or agreeable to human Nature, cither in 
ff the Life or Study, as to qualific the Scrious with 
3 was ine Gay ; lealt one ſhould degencrateinto ſower- | 
as. if nel and the Other into Petulancy. Upon 
them, this ſcore, I diſtinguiſh my graver Affairs with 
all a- Sport and Amuſement. To make the latter ap- 
n, ac- 9 ꝓear, I have pitch d upon the fitteſt Time and 
427 
; baxe "Ip Place i in the World, and in a Deſi ign to intro- 


duce a Cuſtom, of rehearſing them to perſons 
45 of Leiſure, at my Table, I have choſen the 
Month of July (the depth of the Vacation in 
Law -Buſineſs) and planted a Sett of Chairs be- 
Pore the Couches in my Dining-Room, for my 
EE 3 Friends. 


1 af 4 
little 


- 2508 
= 
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Friends. Tt happend | vy a great Chance, that 
I was retain'd, on the ver, Day of Rehearſal, 


in a ſudden Cauſe, which gave me an oppor- 


tunity of making a Compliment to them. 1 
begg'd the favour of them not to cenſure me 


as regardleſs of the Piece | was to read, tho it 


Was only to my Friends, and a ſmall Number, 
when at the ſame time, I was call'd to the Aſ- 
ſiſtanee of other Friends at the Bar. I added, 
that the Method I obicry'd, even at my Books, 
Was Vas to to prefer Neccœſſity to Pleaſure; the ſolid 
to the agreeable; firſt to write for my Friends, 


and then for myſelf. The Book was diverſi- 
fied by the Varicty of Works and Verſes: We, 
who are diihdent of our own Genius, practiſe 
this way, to avoid the danger of being palld. 
I read them two Dass, at the deſire of the Au- 
dience; and yet, tho tome pals over, and re- 
trench ſcveral Things, I pats by nothing, and 
avow that to my Hcarers I read all to cor- 
rect all; which they cannot do, who vrite on- 
ly ſelcct Paſſages. Perhaps theſe ſhew more 


JT and Relpedt ect. bur I, more Frankneſs 


—̃ä— — — 


JE : het 5 ay: 
9 3 
„ 8 


Confidence in my my Friends. For it 1s a 


Proot of a Valve for them, to think you are 


ſo bclovd as not io be afraid of tiring them. 
Otherwiſe, what Obligation have you to your 
Acquaintance, if they purely meet for their 
own Pleaſure? He is roo indifferent and nice 
and indced, like a Stranger, Who had rather 
hear a valuable Work, written by a Friend, 
than contribute to make it ſo. 1 ſhall readi- 
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at ly deſire you (as our old Friendſhip entitles 
al, meßj to read this Book, now as it is freſh from 


Or- the Pen. You ſhall read jt, but after it is re- 

I view'd : This was the CaufSot its having been 
ne recited. And yet you know ſome Parts of it 
it already: Theſe, whether improv'd, (or as it of- 
er, I ten happens by a Delay in the correcting) 


Aſ- ſpoil d, will be new to you, at another Exa- 
ed, | mination; For, when the greateſt Part of a 


Ks, ® Book is chang'd, what remains unalter'd, will 
lid = ſeem to be not the ſame. 

ids, 8 Farevvell. 
rſi⸗ | 

ve TIA — 

ld. * 

Al. 9 GemMiINus. 

re- On SCANDAL. 

and By the Same. 

COr- = 

on- D O not you know, that thoſe who _ are 
1076 Slaves to all Paſſions, are yet diſpleaſed 
neſs with the Vices of others; if they Were jealous 

is a of them, andpuniſh nothing more ſeverely, than | 
are What they entirely imitate? Tho' nothing ſits 
lem. 3 better on thoſe, who do not want the Indul- | 
your M gence of others, than good Nature. In my \ , 


their Opinion, he is the beſt : and moſt perfect Man, 
Who makes Allowances to others, as if he was 

4 > a conſtant Offender himſelf; and yet, is fo 

3 careful not to offend, as if he made Allow- 

1 F ances to none, What we ought to have at 

Y 1 4 Hcart, 
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| Heart, at Home and Abroad, in all Circum- 
ſtances of Life, is, to be implacable to our 
ſelves, and caſy even to thoſe who will excuſe 
none but themſelves. We ſhould reflect up- 
on what was frequently ſaid by Thraſea, a 
Perſon of great Humanity, and therefore, a 

very grcat Nan; HE THAT 15 A HATER OF 
FAULTS, IS A HATER OF. MANKIND. 
Perhaps you may a may ask, what it is thathasprovok'd 
me to write all this? Somebody a while ago. 
gut it will be more proper when we meet, 
to ſpeak of it, or perhaps, not at all. For I am 
afraid, it will contradict my own Maxim, in 
doing what I diſapprove in them; in laſh- 
ing, and rehearſing upon them. Whoever the 3 
Fellow is, or Whatever be his Quality, let him 
be un-nam'd ; ſince to expoſe him, would not 
create an Example, and not to mark him, 
will ſhew a great deal of Humanity. | 


F. arevvell. 
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Eris TLE XXIII. 


ToMARCELLINUS. 
On the Dea! th aud Charafler of Avirus. 


By the Same. 


M* V cxtream Concern for the Death of 7. 
| nius Avitus has remov'd, cancel id, 


Inarch'd . from me, all wy Studies my. 
1 . VVV 


1 
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FL my Entertainments. He took-the Se- 
natorian Robe at my Houle; I gave him my 
Vote and Intereſt in his purſuit of Prefer- 
ment. Then, he lovd and reſpected me to 


1 ; chat Degree, that he made uſe of me as a Ma- 
rr and a Guide of his Conduct. This is very 
Y rare in our young People. 


For, who among 
F them ſubmits, either to the Age or Authority 
of another, as an Inferiour. They immediate- 
A * grow Philoſophers, and know all; they re- 
F Bard and imitate no Man, and are their 
town Patterns. Not fo Avitus; his greateſt 


1 | enſe Was to think others wiſer, and his chief 


4 earning, was his Inclination to learn 
more. "Ms was ever enquiring, upon Letters, 
or the Offices of Life: He always went away 

improv'd, either by what he heard, or what he 


' } arch d after. What Reſpect did he ſhew to 


Avitus was 5 thiew a Colonel, 250 both under- 
Rood and ſcrvd him in his Government ſo 


; q ell, as to follow him in his Paſſage from 
4 Ap. to Hungary, not as an Officer un- 


Whith what Care, with what Mo- 
I Queſtorſhip eaſy, 
* berceable and uſeful to ſeveral Conſuls? With 
what Aſliduity, what Vigilance, did he put up 
Tor this very Poſt of Adile, from which he 


4 as ſo immaturely cut off: Whas is the utmoſt 


I cightning to my Grief, I have ſtil! before my 


1 vo His truitleſs Enccayours, his unavailing 
Prayers, 


. 
9 
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Pray ers, and the Honour he only merited, ne. 
ver poſleſsd. I reflect upon the Senators Ha- 
bit, which he firſt aſſum'd, under my Roof; 
my firſt and laſt Recommendations of him; 
my Talk and Debates with him. I am con- 
cern'd at his Youth, and the loſs of his Rela- 
tions. He had a Mother advanc'd in Age; a 
Wife, whom he marry'd a young Virgin, a 1 
Year ago; a Daughter newly born. So fair a 
(ering of Hopes and Joys, by one ſingle Day 
is clapg d to the contrary. An. Ee Ia, a 
Bridezroom, a new Father : He left his Mo- 
ther deſtitute of a Support. his Wife a e a Wi- 
_ dow, his Daughter an Infant, and not know- 
ing either her "Grandfather, or her Father. What 
adds to my Tears, is, that I was abſent, thought- 
leſs of the impending Evil, when I heard of 
his Illneſs and Death at once; as if my Fear 
would have made me too tamiliar with ſo dee 
a Sorrow. I am in this Diſturbance while I 
write at preſent, and this is all J can write 


upon. It is not now in my Power, either to 
think or — of any other Subject. 


Fare 80 
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EPISTLE XXIV. 


wy * IMUS. 


AcHAIA. 
By the Same. 
Y Friendſhip for you obliges me, not to 


4 inſtruct (ſince you are in no want of an 
Inſtructor) but to remind you of obſerving 


Wi- Phat you already know, or knowing it better. 
10W- Reflect, that you are ſent into the Province of 
What Achaia, into that true, pure, and antient 
ught- © Greece, in which, Politeneſs, Learning, cven 
rd of "Agriculture it ſelf, according to the common 
Fear Opinion, had their Riſe: That you are ſent 
dee + regulate the State of free Cities; that is, 
hile I Men, who are moſt properly free, who have 
write Þreſerv'd their Natural Rignts by their Virtue, 
cr to by Merit, Friendſhip, Compact, and the Ties 

of Religion. Revere the Tutelar Gods of the 

Country, and the Preſence of thoſe Deities. 
well, Reverence its ancient Glory; that venerable 


Age, which is awful in Men, but in Cities is 
0 Sacred. Pay an Honour to their An— 
tiquity, their Heroick Actions, and cven to 
their Fables. Take nothing from the Dignity, 
ö the Frecdom, or even the Vani y of any Per- 
3 Jon. Conſider, rhis is the Land which ſent us 
® pur Conſtitution, Which did not receive our 
181. Laws, 
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Laws, forcd by dint of Conqueſt, but gave 0 
them to us at our own Deſire: That it is A. 
Zhens, where you are going: That it is Lace. | F 


— 


demon you are to govern; from which, it 


would be hard, cruel, and barbarous. to take | 
away the Shadow and Name of Liberty, that 
is only left to them. Lou ſee, though in 
Sickneſs, there is no difference between Ser- 
vants and Children, yet the latter are uſed 


more ſoftly and tenderly by the Phyſicians. 


Recollect, what every City has been; hut not KF: 
to deſpiſe it, for what it is not at preſent: Put 
off all Pride and Roughneſs, and be not afraid 
of Contempt. Is any Man undervalued who $ 


is in a Government, and has the Faſtes, unleſs 
he be mean and ſordid, and firſt of all under- 


rates himſelf > Power is ill ſhewn by inſulting * 
others; Veneration is not gain'd by Terror; 
and Love has a far greater Efficacy towards the Þ 
attainment of your End, than Fear. Fear va- * 


nithes in your Abſence, Love remains ; 
but ſo, that one is ti ned to Hatred, the other 


to Reſpect. Give me leave to repeat it, you 
can never enough remember the Title of your 


Office, or too often explain to your ſelf, what 


it is to regulate the State of free Cities. For, 
what is more fit for civil Society, than good 
Laws? What is more precious than Liberty? 


And how infamous would it be, to turn Or- 


der into Confuſion, Freedom into Slavery? 
Beſides, you have a Combat to manage with 


Your {cit ; that very fair Ch aracter you brought 
from 


3 
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= - 7 3 
from Bithynia, of a good Queſtorſhip, is an 
Es Obligation upon you; as is likewiſe, the Te- 
5 2 dimony of the Emperor, your Offices of Præ- 
2 tor, and Tribune, and this very Deputation 
n, it 


ty 5 


which is conferr'd upon you like a Reward. 


— 2 2 
7 _- 


take Therefore you muſt take Care, that you be not 


thought more humane, upright, or skilful in a 
Province far from Rome, than a ncighbour- 
Ing Province; among ſervile, chan frec Nate 
cd ons; when ſent by meer Hazard, than choſen 
A 1 y a juſt Preference; unknown, and unexpe- 
not Fienc'd, than try'd and prov'd ; ſince it is, over 
| Put 3 F nd above, as you have often heard and read, 
raid more ſhameful to forfcit, than not to gain a 
who Character. I would have you, (as I hinted at 
nlels firſt) take all this, not as a Leſſon, but as 
ndcr- Counſel: Tho”, did J give it as an Inſtructi- 
ting * In, I ſhould not fear the blame of carrying 
ror; ny Friendſhip to an Excels. For thei e is no 
We Y anger of an extream, where there cannot be 
ar Va- 400 much. | 
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Book IX. 
EPISTLE I. 
To Maximus. 
He preſſes him to publiſh his Writings. 
By Mr. HENL Ev. 


have often urg d you to be as ſpeedy Þ 
as poſſible in the Publication of | ® 
the Books you have written, in 
= your own Defence, or againſt Bla- 
tera; or with both thoſe Views at once, as the 
Subject matter requir d. But now eſpecially, 
ſince I am inform d of his Death, Imuſt repeat 
my Inſtances not to delay it; For tho' you have 
read them in the Preſence of Numbers, and 
have 


7 k 


PLIN T's Epiſtles 431 


have put them into many Hands to be review d, 
yet 1 would not have any Perſon imagine, that 
a were begun after his Deceaſe, when they 
were finiſh'd during his Life. Support the Re- 
putation of your Courage: And this point will 
1 be ſecure, if it be known to all Judges, whe- 


e gn of Writing, did not take its riſe after the 
Death of your Adverſary, but the Work was 
an and prevented by his Death. Beſides, 
ou will avoid the Reproach of 


* That impious Triumph, to inſult the Dead. 


For what was compos d, and publickly read 

12 againſt a Perſon, while alive, if it be imme- 
diately put out, has ſtill the cry of being pub- 
* liſh'd againſt the Dead, as if he was Qill living 
: 1 Iherefore, if you are upon any other Under- 
J caking, deter it, and in the mean time, perfect 
this Piece; tho lam inclin'd to think it alrea- 
'E compleat, by what! formerly read of it. 
And you ſhould look upon it in the ſame Light; 
for he Thing itſelf does not require a delay, 
3 ane the Juncture forbids it. 


Farevvell. 
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* Hom. Odyſſ. 
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jects imagin'd for the Purpoſe. But nothing 


EPISTLE II. 


To S ABIN Vs. 
He excuſes the infreguency of his Writing. 
By the Same: 


O do me Pleaſure in deſiring frequent 1 
and long Letters from me. 1 have been 
more ſparing in that matter, in regard to your 
Engagements, and to my own Affairs, which, 
tho' commonly trivial, yet are apt to perplex 
and fatigue my Thoughts, as much as any; be- $ 
ſides, 1 had no Materials for writing more. I 
am not in the Poſture of Tully, whom you 
propoſe to me for a Pattern. His Genius he 
was extreamly fruitful, and he was ſupplicd 4 
with a great Variety of important Subjects. 
But in what narrow Bounds I am confin d, 
you will know without any Information, un- 
leſs you would have me write ſuch Letters, as 
are like a School Exerciſe, and turn on Sub- 


would be more improper, when I confi ider, Þ 
you are in Arms; when I reflect upon your 5: 
Employ in the Camp, amidſt the Noiſe of 
Trumpets and Fites; among your Troops, all 
cover d with Duſt, and burning in the Sun. 
This 1 take to be a juſt Plea, ; but I much 
doubt, whether you will approve it. For a 
tender Friendſhip will not pardon a ſhort Let- 

1 


1 Immortal. 
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1 ter, tho the Breyjty of it be never ſo reaſo- 
nable. | 
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EPISTLE III. 
PAULINVs. 
On FAME. 
BV the Same. 


To 


'J VERY Man judges differently of FY 


1 hu of others; I look upon him to 


+ ving Rill, with Gicey;” to Y Peha. Had 1 
Hor this Reward of Immortality before my 
1 Eycs, I ſhould love nothing ſo much, as a 


All Men ought to have in view, either their 
Peath or Immortality: If the latter, they ought 
jo ſtruggle and be diligent; if the former, 
they ſhould be quiet, and not wear away a 


hy kill their Reputation by a miſerable and 
Fain Shew of Induſtry. This I communicate 
* o you, which I daily meditate by myſelf ; 

2 ſhall give over this way of Thinking, if 
you do not reliſh it, becauſe you are always 
Employ d in ſomething that is very great and 


Ff 
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1 IV. 


To MAcRINus. 
On a PLEADING he ſent to him. 
By the Same. | 


1 Should be r that the Pleading 


you will receive with this, would ſeem too 
long, were it not ſo fram'd, as to have the 
Appearance of beginning and ending ſeveral 


Times in the Courſe of it. For every Accu- 


ſation makes a kind of a diſtin& Cauſe, ſo 


that you have it in your Power, wherever you 
begin, or break off, to read what follows, as 


2x48 


a new Subject, and yet connected with the 
former; ſo that in the whole, you may think 


me very prolix, but in each Part, as conciſe. 1 
Fareuvell. 
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To TY RO. 
He ap plauds his Diſcharge of his Office. 


By t the Same. 


HE Juſtice you do to the Province tha! F 
is under your Government, with ſo much 
Humanity, is very laudable; I have inforn'd% 
my ſelf exactly about it. The principal Pant 
109 | _ on 


3 


2 


ding 


1 tOO 
e the 


eral 


A CCU- 
ſe, ſo 


of this Juſtice,” is to protect all Perſons of Coir 


dition, and ſo to gain the Love of your Infe- 
riours, as not to bole that of the Great. Some, 
in a Fear of being thought too obſequious to 
Lien in Power, get the Character of being 
perverſe and :ill- natur d. Vou are far from 
that Objection, I well know it; but I could 
not help giving you this Applauſe, in the man- 
ner of an Admonition, for obſerving ſo juſt 
a. Conduct, as to. keep up the dini den of 
Ranks and Dignities; for, were they confu- 
e. diſorder d, or huddled, nothing would be 


more eee that levelling. 
| OOO 2 1  Farevvell. 
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is poſſible in Town? It was the Time of the 
2 Shews in the Circus; a kind of Paſlime, that 


does not in the leaſt touch me. 
CC that 4 


much 


8 


ſorm'd 


al Part 
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arc boyilhiy fond of viewing the Races, and 


On the Popular Love of SPORTS. 
BY the Same. 


Have aße d over theſe laſt Days, with Read- 
ing and Writing, in the moſt delightful 
Repoſe imaginable, You will ask, how this 


1 here is no- 
thing ncw, nothing various in it, nothing that 
is not lufficiently keen the firſt Time. This 
turprizcs me the more, that ſo many thouſands 
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the Charioteers. If yet they were engag d by 
the fleetneſs of their Horſes, or the Skill of 
the Drivers, there would be ſome Reaſon in 


it; but at preſent they like nothing but the 4 
Colour of the Dreſſes; this, or that Coat is 4 
their Favourite: And if in the middle of the 


Courſe, or of the Struggle, ſuch or ſuch a 
Colour be removed to this or that place, the 
Inclination and Concern of the Spectators is 


transferred with it, and they will immediate- 


ly take leave of thoſe Charioteers and Hor- 


ſes, which they know at a Diſtance, and call 
by their Names. Such is the Force, ſuch the 7 
Impreſſion of a pitiful Doublet, I do not ſay, 
upon the People, who are more pitiful 


themſelves, but ſome Perſons of better Rank 


and judgment. When I reflect upon theſe | 
Loiterers, that ſaunter about on empry, cold, 
and yet buſy Trifles, in ſo inſatiable a manner, 
it is ſome Pleaſarc to me, that I have no Plea- 
ſure in it. In theſe Days I gladly ſpend on 
my Books that leiſure Time, which others 

laviſh away on the moſt idle Amuſements in 1 


the World. 


N I 
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cold, 


1 


in Countenance. 
Authority, ſince you keep me Company. 
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Tv Romanus. 


On his BUILDINGS. | 
By the Same. N 


3 V 0 U End. me Word, you are about a 


Building: I am glad if you keep me 
For I may now build with 


And the two Structures are not much unlike 


the other; one that you are raiſing near 


ſay, 
tiful Lake. 
dank 
Rocks, after the Bajan manner, and looks 


mer, forward to the Lake, the other, fram d in the 


Plea- 
I on ? 
thers Þ becauſe it is, as it were, ſupported by Buskins, 
ts in the latter upon Socks. Each has its peculiar 
7 Beauty, and the very difference of both adds 
well, to the Satisfaction of the owner. One enjoys 
the Lake nearer Hand, the other with a more 
7 cnlarg'd Proſpect: This embraces one Creek 


of it "with an caly bending, 


the Sea, the other of mine, by the Larian 
J have ſeveral Country Seats on the 
Banks of it; but I am chiefly pleas d and em- 
ploy'd by two of them. One is planted upon 


ſame Faſhion, touches upon it, I call one a 
Tragedy, the other a Comedy ; the former, 


that divides two 
Corners 'of*'it with a very lofty Eminence. 
There a ſtreight Walk extends itſelf along the 
Shore, and here it falls with a gentle Declivi- 
ty in A ſparious Parterie, That is not ſenſi- 

F1 5 | - Wo 
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ble of the Waves, this breaks them. From 
one, you may look down upon the Fiſhers 
below, from the. other you may. gle your 
ſelf, and fling your Hook from yotir Cham- 
ber, and almoſt from your Bed it ſelf, as if 
you lay in a Bat. Upon theſe Accounts, I 
am making ſome Additions, to ſupply the 
Defects of both, and to compleat what is al. 
ready ſtanding. But why ſhould J explain the 
| Reaſons of my. Conduct to you? Your own: 
Practice iu the fame ik will anne. 
r me. 

 Fareovell 
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To AUGURINUS. 


LS £0 MPLE MENT retard. 
= 2 By the Same. i 
"1 [ Am afraid, if 1 begin to praiſe you, after 


the Commendation | haye reccivd from 
You, I ſhould not ſeem to cxpreſs my own 


Judgment, o much, as to rcquite the Favour. 


But, however this may appear, I think all 


vour Writings arc excellent, elpecially thoſe 
that are compoled for me. There is one and 
the fame Realon for both, For you write 


nothing for your: Friends, but with the utmoſt 


Care, and whatever is. written in my own | 


Favour, I read with the greateſt Approb _ 
N arc bve 


a EY 2 - 

raren n 5 * E 3 5 1 E 

8 GEES I TT—T—̃̃ ᷣ TVK. 2 ie 
1 . ade =: e % n 2 
FTT. EIS EO IO 6 52'S 7 4 \ 2 . 


— Loca 


9 


hp A (fo — 


DB 5 


— 
” ma 


Ty Gwes A 8D fron — — — — — YH 


Iv. hoes s grad ww . 


N 


1 entirely approve your Concern for hs 


2 0 : KA 
* * * oo 4. vol; „ «17 - n at's 2 * 4 
— Kor * o — E 2 _ TR" >» Nt _ — 2 
* * 55 Me Oe IND FT 3 TC *: * 
2 R 2 1 
r * 5 5 + 


Purxy's Epiſtles. 439 


Eisi VIII. 


. 


on the Chara fer of a * d Friend. 
By the Same. | 


Death of Pompeius Quintianus; which is 
| ſo ſtrong, as to make your Friendſhip to the 
Deceas d ſurvive the Loſs of him: Unlike the 
greateſt Part of Mankind, who love only the li- 


ving, or rather pretend it; and do not even go ſo | 
far, unleſs the Perſons be in flouriſhing Cir- 


cumſtances. For the unhappy and the dead 
are alike in their Memory. But your Fidelity \ 
is Proof againſt Time, and your Conſtancy W 


your Value is ſo great, that it can only end 


with your ſelf. And indeed, Quintianus was 
ſuch a Man, that he deſcry'd to be belov'd, as 


he loyd himſelf. He was attach'd to his 


5x 
9 
x 4 
T 


1 


# crcet his Converſation | How well-ballanc'd 


Friends in good Fortune, in worſe, he ſup- 
ported them, and regretted them in the Grave. 
How honeſt was his Countenance! How di- 


his Gaiety and Scriouſneſs ! How lively his 
Taſte of Letters! How correct his Judgment! 
How dutiful his Life with a Father, very much 
unlike him; who yet could not hinder his be- 
ing as good a Man, as he was a well-deſerv- 
ing Son! But why do I load your Grief? Tho' 

| Ft 4 ; indeed, 


8 


indeed, you paid ſo high an Eſteem to him, 
with my Talk, then my Silence upon this 


nour to think, that his Life may be ſet off, his 
Memory prolong d, and the very Age, from 

which he was ſnatch d, till kept in Poſſeſſion 
of him, by my painting him to Advantage. 


Farewell 


— — 


ErisrR X. 


Tacitus to PLINY. 
His: Life in the Country. 
By the Same. | 


* I Am deſirous to obey your Inſtructions; 
1 but the Boar Game is ſo thin in theſe 
160 | Parts, that we cannot pay an equal Honour to 
Minerva and Diana, as you direct us. And 
= nh we muſt be content with doing Ho- 
mage to Minerva: And this very tenderly, to 
ſuit the place and the Summer Scaſon. Ihave 
written ſome Trifles on the Road, which arc 
good for nothing but to be erasd again, in a 
ooſe carclets Dreſs, as Travellers. prate in a 
Journey; ; 
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* It as been 0 Gißltel, RO ys thi Epiſtle was Written 35 
Tacitus to Pliny, or by Pliny to Tacitus. Conſult on this Head, 
Catanæus, Caſatbon, Hearne, c. Some think it n Anſwer to 
the 6 6th Epiſt. of the 1{t, Book. 


while alive, that you will be better pleasd 


Subject; eſpecially, ſince you do me the Ho- 4 
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I Journey: And I added ſome things to them 


at home, when I had no fancy for any other 
Employment. I let my Poetry Sleep, which 


you think 1s the moſt happily cultivated among 


the Groves, and the ſhady Trees. I have touch'd 
2 over again one or two ſmall Speeches, tho 


this fort of Work is difagreeable, unpleaſant, 


and has in it more of the Labours than the 
2 Pleaſures of the Country. 


F. arewell. 


* 
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K 
T0 GEMINIVUsõ. 
On the Sale of his own Books. 
By the Same, 


* O U R very agrecable Letter I have re- 


ceiv d; it is the more ſo, as you dclire 
ſomething in anſwer, that may be properly 
inſerted in your Writings. Materials will of- 


I fer, either ſuch as you point out, or better. 
In that you ſpeak of, there are ſome Inconve- 


niencies. Caſt your Eyes about you, and they 
muſt appear. I did not imagine there were 
any Book(cllers at Lions, and therefore, was 
the more pleaſingly ſurpriz d with your Ac- 
count, that my Books are much ſold there. It 
is a Satisfaction, that they maintain the tame 
Vogue in Foreign Parts, as they have at Rome. 
And begin to entertain ſome vo of 

their 


442 Priny's Epiſtles. 
their Goodneſs, when the various Sentiments 
of Men, in Climates 0 Alevent, are united 
upon it. 

Ae 


8 


EPISTLE XII. i 
To JUNIOR, 
On Paternal 5 everity. 
By the Same. 


Father corrected his Son for being too ex. 
penſive upon Dogs and Horſes: When 
the Son was w ichdrayn, | | I lid to him, Hear“ 
you Friend, did you never commit 4 Fault 
that deſerv'd the Correction of your Father ? 
Certainly yuu have: Have not you ſometimes 
been guilty of -an Eſcape, 'which; were your 
Son in your Place, he would have as juſt an 


Authority to reprimand Are not all liable to F 


Miſtake! Does not one indulge himſelf in one 
thing, and another in another! | was led by 
this "Inſtance of an extravagant Severity, as 
well as cngag'd by the. I ics" of Fricnd(hip, to 
tell you this little Story, in order to prevent 
your giving too hard a Treatment to your Son. 
Conſider, that he is, and you was, very young; 
and make ute of your Fatherly Power only ſo 
far, as not to forget you are a Man your ſelt, 
and the Father of a Man. i O 
Nd FTA TU, Farevucll. 
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EIS TEE XIII. 
To QuaDrATVYs. 


443 


- 2 Ou his undertaking the Cauſe of HELVIDIUsõ. 


By the Same. 


17 T \HE Plcaſurc and Application, with which 


you have read my Books, on the Re- 
venge of Helvidius, induce you to deſire (as 
you tcll me,) a Particular of thoſe Circum- 
ſtances, that relate to them, but are not in the 


3 Work it ſelf, ſuch as your tender Age would 
not allow you to know, in their full order. 


After the Death of Domitian, 1 judg'd, 


upon mature Deliberation, that a noble and 


fair Opportunity was offer d, to purſue the 


2 Guilty, to vindicate the unhappy, and encreaſe 
my own Reputation. Among numerous Crimes 


of different Perſons, none appear'd of a black- . 
cr dye, than that of a Senator, one who had 
been a Prætor, and a Judge, laying violent 


Hands on another Senator, a Conſular Man, 


and a Defendant in Court. Beſides, I had a 


2 Friendſhip with Helvidius, as ſtrict as could 
be with a Perſon, who was obligd by the 
Pear of the Times to conceal a great Name, 


and equal Virtues, in an obſcure Retirement. 


I had an Acquaintance with Arria and Fan- 
elf, 


nia; one was his, and the other, her Mo- 
ther- in- Law. But theſe private Obligations 
gig not prevail upon me ſo much, as publick 
Juſtice, 
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Juſtice, the enormity of the Fact, and the im- 


portance of the Example. In the firſt Days 


of Liberty reſtor'd, every Man for himſelf ac- 
cus d and cruſh'd his Adv crfaries of leſſer Con- 


ſideration, with tumuituous and confusd Cla- 
mours. I thought there was more good Senſe 
as well as Courage, in Prolecuting ſo capital 


an Offender, not by the common Odium of 


the Times, but his Perſonal Crime. When 


the firſt Tide was ſomething abated, and the 


publick Rage grew daily cooler, and gave 1 


way to Juſtice, tho' I wis at that Time in the 
Depth of Mclanchoily, on the late deceaſe of 
my Spouſe, I ſent to Anteſa, the Widow of 


Hetvidius, and deſird her Company, the 
mourning Ceremony not pertaitting me to go 
abroad. As loon as ſhe cntcr'd my Houſe, I 1 


ſaid to her, I am rcſo:vd not to let your 


Husband go unrevengd; tell Arria and 
* Fanma ot it; (hey had juſt return d ſrom 
© Baniſhment) conſuſt your ſelf, conſult them, 
£ whether you will think it proper to ſecond 


an Action, in which, I w:nt no Partner; but 


* Iam not lo jealous of my own Glory, as to 2 


* retule. you a Share of it. Arteja carry'd 
this Meſſage to them, and they came into it, 


without Heſitation. Ihe Senate very Criti- 


cally met within three Days after. 1 had ſub- 
mitted all my Steps hitherto, to the judgment 
of Corellizs, whom 1 knew to be the moſt ju- 
dicious and abic Countcllor of our Time. But 
upon this occalion, I was content with my own 
Enden, 
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e. But I 
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ading, 2 
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4 Underſtanding, for fear he ſhould oppoſe it: 
for he was rather more cautious and flow. How. 
ever, I could not help imparting my Deſign 
to him, on the very Day of its Execution; 


purſue it. For 1 knew by Experience, that 
no Perſons whom one is obligd to obey, 
ſhould be conſulted in a Caſe one has reſolvd 
upon before. I come into the Senate, 1 de- 
mand a Permiſſion to ſpcak : I open with the 
2 utmoſt Applauſe. When I touch'd upon the 
Charge, and begun to mark out the Criminal. 
(tho as yet unnam dd) the Cry roſe againſt me 
from all Quarters. One ſaid, Let us know 
the Perſon, againſt whom you proceed in this 
extraordinary manner. Another, Who is this 
7 you accuſe, before the Senate has given you 
the Priviledee 2 Another, Let us be ſecure, 
that have as yet eſcapd an Accuſation. 
I gave them the Hearing without any Con- 

So great a Power has 
the Juſtice of an Undertaking to ſupport a 
Van in the Execution of it. It would be tedi- 
2 ous to repeat all that was canvaſsd on both 
Sides. At laſt, the Conſil; directing himſelf 
to me, ſaid, Plmy, you Hall ſpeak what you 


cern or Emotion. 


2 pleaſe, in your Turn, I reply'd, Jom will give 
mme the ſame Liberty you have hitherto allow'd 
all others. 1 fate down; and other Affairs are 
brought on in the mean Time. A Friend, 
who was a Conſular Man, reminded me in a 
low Voice, but in preſſing Terms, that I pro- 
| cecded 
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ceeded too boldly, and indiſcreetly : He gave 
me a Reproof, calld me back, and urg dme 
to deſiſt; and added, that. I ſhould make my 
ſelf obnoxious to future Emperors. So much 
the better 1 anſwerd, it they be ill Emperors. 
' No ſooner had he left me, but another return'd 3 
to the Charge; and askd me, What do yu 
attempt? Why do you loſe your ſelf? To 
what Dangers do you expoſe your ſelf? Why) 
do you preſume: too far on the preſent, and 
— the future? You provoke a Treaſurer, 
who will be in a ſhort Time Conſul; one, 
ſupported by great Favour and Intereſt: He 
names one, with then commanded a power? 
ful and famous Army in the Eaſt, yet not 
without great and ſuſpicious Reports of NO | 
To this l an{werd. f 
All, with the cooleſt Thought, is weigltd 3 
before: And if my Fortune commands it, 1 
ſhall be very ready to take all the ill Con- 
ſequences of a glorious Action, while IJ pur- 
ſuc a Revenge upon one of the moſt flagiti- 
ous. Nov it was the Time of giving our O 
pinions. Domitius Apollinaris, deſi ign 1d Con- 4 
ſul, ſpoke; then Fabritius Vejento, Fabius 
Poſthumins, Lettims Proculus, the Collegue 
of Publicius Certus, (who was the Party con- 
cern'd) the Husband of my deceasd Wife's © 
Mother; and then Ammius Flaccus. All de- 
fend Certus, whom as yet I had not menti- 
oned, as if I had named him; and undertake þ 4 
to anſwer a general Charge, that fell on no 


particular | 
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„ Perſon. It is minis to give a fur- 


1 ther Account of their ſeveral Speeches; you 
have it in the Books themſelves. 


For I took 
in all in their own Language. Avidius Qui- 


etus, and Cornutus Tertullus, were of the 
contrary Sentiment. 


Quietus urg d, that it 


was unjuſt to exclude the Complaints of the 
agoeriev'd; and therefore, that a right of com- 
plaining ſhould: not be deny'd to Arria and 


Fannia; and that we ſhould not inſiſt upon 
the Rank of the Perſon, but examine the 
Cauſe. Cornutus argu'd, that the Conſuls had 


made him Guardian to the Daughter of Hel- 


vidius, at the Requeſt of her Mother, and her 
Mother's Husband; and that he could not, up- 


on this Occaſion, deſert his Duty, yet he put 


a Reſtraint upon his Grief, and conform d 
himſelf to the Moderation of theſe virtuous 
Women, who were content to remind the 
Senate of the cruel Flattery of Certus, and de- 
ſir d, if the Puniſhment due to the groſſeſt 


Crime was remittcd, that yet a kind of a Cen- 


ſorian Mark ſhould be branded upon him. 
Then Satrius Rufus, ſteering a middle way, 
in doubtful Expreſſions, ſaid, I think Publici- 
as Cortus is injurd, if he be not acquittcd. 
He has been mention'd by the Friends of Ar- 
ria and Fannia, and by his own; nor ought 
we to be ſollicitous about the Succeſs; for we 
who think well of the Man, ſhall judge the 
ſame, if he be innocent, as I hope and believ - 
till any Proof be 0 to the contrary; I 


think; 
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think, you may dcharge him. After this man- 
ner each Perſon expreſs d himſelf in his Place. 
It came to my turn, I began as the Book tells 
you; and anſwer'd every Particular. It is not 
to be imagin'd, with what Attention and Ap- 
plauſe, they, who juſt before oppos d me, en- 
tertaind my Reply. This great Turn was 
occaſion d, either by the Importance of the 


Cauſe, the Weight of the Diſeoutſe, or the I 


Courage of the Plaintiff. concluded, Ve. 
| jento degan to anſwer; nobody would endure 


it; a Nojſe and Diſturbance roſe againſt him, 
ſo far, that he was oblig d to cry out; 1 beg 


ot you, Gentlemen, do not oblige me to call 
in the Aſſiſtance of the Tribunes. Murena 


the Tribune, upon this, ſdid, Igive you leave, 


worthy Hejento, to peak Yet ſtill an oppo- 
ſition was made to it. 
the Conſul having call d over the Names, and 
taken the Votes, diſmiſsd the Houſe; and left 
Vejento, yet ſtanding up, and attempting to Ha- 
rangue: He complain'd much of this, (as he 
call'd it) Affront, in the Verſe of Homer. 


* Theſe youthful Combatants inſult thy Age. 


There was ſcarcely a Man in the Senate, that 
did not embrace and ſalute me, and load me 
with Complements, for reviving a Practice ſo 
long diſcontinu'd, of propoſing Opinions pub- 

was 


* Iliad 8. 


In the mean Time, 


1 
5 
0 
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an- þ lickly to the Houſe, at my own Peril; and 
ce. for wiping off the Reproach caſt upon it by 
ells the other Orders, that their Severity was only 


10t pointed at them, and ſpar d one another by a 
Ap- kind of mutual Diſſimulation. This was done 
en- in the Abſence of Certus,; for whether he 


ſuſpected the Matter, or (as he pleaded in Ex- 
cuſe) was indiſpos'd, he was not then in the 
ZHouſe. And the Emperor, indeed, did not 
order the Proceſs againſt him, to be ſet on 
Foot in the Senate; yet, I carry d my Point; 
for the Colleague of Certus gain d the Conſul- 
Fſhip, and another was nam d in the Place of 
Certus; and what I ſpoke in the cloſe of my 
Diſcourſe, was verify'd. Let him give up the 
Recompence he receiv'd from the worſt of 
Princes, in the Reign of the beſt. After that, 
collected my entire Plea, as well as I could, 
in my Books, and made a large Addition to 
it. An accidental thing happen d, that did not 
ſeem accidental; that Certus, in the Space of 
= very few Days after the Publication of my 
Books, fell into a Diſtemper, and dy'd. I heard 
it reported, that he always figur d to himſelf, 
and imagin'd he ſaw me purſuing him with 
word in Hand. Whether this be true I dare 
Mot affirm; yet it is of Conſequence, for 
Fe ſake of Example, that it be thought true. 

Zou have now a Letter, (if you look upon it 
o be a Letter) equal to the Books you have 

Fead; but the Imputation muſt lie upon your 
elf, in not t being {atisfy'd with them. 
1 Farewell. 
Gg EP1sT. 
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as it has carry'd few to the height of Fame 
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Erisrrx XIV. 
To Tacitus. 
On the Reputation of mm 


By the Same. 


O U do not flatter your ſelf, and I write ] 
nothing with greater Truth, than what! 


any Regard to us, I know not; ſome we cer- 
tainly deſerve, I do not ſay by our Wit, (that 
would be too pretending) but by our Study, 
Labour, and our Reſpect to Poſterity. Let 
us purſue the Road we have enter'd; which, 


and immortal Glory, ſo it has drawn many 
from Obſcurity and Oblivion, : f 
Farewell. 


EDIsTLE XV. 
To FALCO. 0 
On his Receſs in the Country, 2 33 Go 
By the Same. 3 


1 Had taken Refuge in my Tuſcan Eſtate, in ne 
order to enjoy a full Liberty ; but it Was Ne 
deny d me, even there. 1 was perſecuted on Vi 
all Sides, by ſa many Complaints and Re- ly 
queſt 
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queſts from the Country Pcople, which I read 
more unwillingly, than even my own Works; 
for I was not extreamly pleasd with them. I 
am reviewing ſome little Pleadings, a Task, 
which is, after ſome time, cold and diſagree- 
able. And in the mean Time, my Accounts 
are as much neglected, as if I was abſent. Yer 
ſometimes I get on Horſeback, I fo far play 
the Maſter. of a Family; and juſt viſit a Part 
of my Groutids, by way of a Tour of Plea- 
ſure. Do you kcep up your Cuſtom, and 
condeſcend to inform a poor Ruſtic, of what 


paſles in Town. | 
Farewell. 


EPISTLE XVI. 


D MAM IL IAN. 


On his Rural Aﬀairs. 
By the Same. 


Am nee ſurpriz'd, that you have not taken 
ſo much Pleaſure in the Variety of your 
Game upon Hunting, when you write in tae 
Stile of an Hiſtorian, that the Number of thoſe 
you have kill'd, is not to be computed. I have 

J ncither Leiſure nor Inclination for the Sport: 
it was No Leiſure, becauſe I am taken up with my 
cd on Vintage ; no Inclination, becauſe it is extream- 
i Re- I thin, Yer 1 will order you ſome new Ver- 
queki5} Gg 2 | ſes 


1 


9 
\ . 
(V5) 
ty 
(N 
F 
011 
3 5 
24 
4 
Fi Th 
++, 
1 
* 
„ 
Ea 
96 3 
1 "1 
+ 1 
K 0 
0 \ 6” 
1 Et i 
* 
we 
16531 
- TAX 
e 
p 5 
* 


* 
if 
\ 4 
i; . 
. J 
Wm 
1 1448 
+ 1388 
[ v1 
Te. 4 
\ * Af RF} . 
3 27 14 p 
713 ty 
oY 
» WW 
* 
i N 
wy 
7 1 7 o 
4 1 1h £ 1 
. 
_ | | 
y „ 
1 
1 
_ 
3 1 
4 
+ bh 
1 
[ 3 : 
7 
25 j 
#1 $\. #44 | 
. J 
+& 1 
CLAS! & 3 
1994 | 
, 4,48 
18 4 
. 10 
# 1 + 
= : 
_ 
B 
+ 
. 1 1 > 
{ . 160 
41 1 
| 10 {bl 
, - « f 7 
© 1 + 4 
x 135 14 
17 „ 
„ x: — 
:* HR 1 
„r 
81 4 C 
,. — [5 
\ 13 1 
3 » 13 I 
1 {4&4 : * 
* 1 41 
1 * 
Y * 
IN 
"PB. Lat * 
111 1 * 
7 In ** 
e 
| * 
1 
Din 
14 Ar 
2 e 
+ + TH = 5 
I 1 
4 " 13% B 4 
1 . 
4 1 
7 1 4# a 240 Y 
TY, K-64” . 
1 e 
iii 
1 
14 4 = G 
£ 6 
"5 105 
141 
1 ys | $8 * 
L b» 1 4 
17 25 * 
. 1 1 
k e * 
ry G $1! 17 4 
* 1 „ 
Fa | ' 4 5 3; A 
eh $3 CG 74 
F $7 75 bi 
1 06 . 
1 NIN #\ i N 
ir 1 
* * 
wi : 4 * * * ? 
1 LN ; M4 | : 
A 4 4 ” 
A * IS 4 
IA .c £1530 x 
x - 1 * . 1 
. 5 1 
j 8 _ 
- ! = 
Fe 1 
** 10 
14 __ T7 
14 17 _ : 
. ky * 1 + 
* ” AEST 
\ : bY 4" 
s 1 4 4.8 . 
, 14 4 9 N 
1 1 416 
4 r 
ward be 
MW + k . 
| : X f 7 
1 by 
34 4 $ 
1 | x 7 
A . 4 
4 WA "lt A 
A " 
+33 } l in 
F \F? *v , 
4 1 U * 
EY * 
25 74% 
ve 4 4) 8 q 4 U 
1 p 1 
44 9 $36 4. 21 
7 & 3 1.1 NEST 
WI 37 4% 433 Þ + I's 
e g K | 4; 
* x 5 
8 Ne 1 or 
N 84 a 2 q 
'% SEED, 
: 4.40 184 
* | ; 1 
i + 10 7 * 5 
* 643 » L$, 
| 173 
#\ ' F 17 1 
e — 4 7 
TEES 42: 
- * 1 N / 4 
171 „ 
5 1 »1 1 
+ 
1 4 
7 : 
* 
n Fre 
«9-5 
Wake 
. p 
5 ' 
4 : 
"0 F 
4 
1 , L 
«5 Y 
4 $a 
» 
9 1 
44 4 
175 4 
- [2 
4 
f 
| | : 
8 
7 *s £ 
K. 2 
1 F 
if 05 . 
4 1 114 
1 
I 
0 2 
þ 
b ah 
} y 


„ 
S 


452 PLiny's Epiſtles. | 
ſes of mine, inftead of new Wine; which Tt 
you deſire of me with ſo good a Grace, that | _ 
I will ſend it as ſoon as eyer it begins to ſet. ei 
tle and refine. = 

| Farewell. 


e — 


FR 


EPISTLE XVII. 


— — 


To GENITOR. 
Every Man to his Humour. 
By the Same. 


1 Receivd yours, i in- which you complain, that | 
the nobleſt Treat was tireſome to you, be- 
cauſe Buffoons, Fools, and Kakes, were ever ho- 
vering about the Table, Will you never abate 
any thing of that Rigour of yours? Indeed, 
have none of this ſort of People about me; yet 
1 bear with thoſe that have; but why are they 1 
not with me? Becauſe I am not diverted with 
the Surprize or the Pleaſantry of a luſcious M 
Thing, ſpoken by a profligate Fellow, a ſau- 
cy Jeſt of a Buffoon, or the ſilly 2 3 | 
of a Fool. This is my Taſte, 1 do not g 
you a Reaſon for it. And how many are $ a | 
in the World, that are equally offended with 
ſome Things, as agrecable to you and I, as ; 
impertinent, and inſupportablc ? How many) 
Men, when a Reader, a Mulician, or a Play- 
cr appears, take leave, or ſtay as uncaſily, as 
you ſuffer theſe (as you call them) Monſters?! 

2 
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Therefore we ought to ſhew a Complaiſance 
N to the Pleaſures of another, that ours may re- 
I ceive the ſame Allowance. 

*1 . 


— 


q | EPISTLE X VIII. 
To SABINUS. 
He gives him a Promiſe of his Books. 
By the Same. 


that | ITH what Care, Attention, and exact- 
be- neſs of Memory, you have perusd my 

f no. Books, your Letter informs me. Therefore 

abateſf you only carve your ſelf out more Trouble, 

5 15 py engaging me to communicate to you a 

| yet Ereater Number of them. I will readily do it, 

they put ſucceſſively, and in order; for fear of clog- 

with ing that Memory I gratefully acknowledge, 

cious| with the multitude of Things, and continu- 

\ ſa. Ince of Labour; and after having ſurcharg'd 

1 and oppreſs'd it, ſhall force it to let fall any 

ial particular Piece, by graſping at more, and leave 

I I ac firſt to run after the latter. 

1 with Farewell 

1. © 

many r 

Play- * * 

ily, as 2 

nſters? 


refore, - Eviar 
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EPISTLE XIX. 
To RU FO. 


The Modeſty of Epitaphs. 
.By the Same. 
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OU Hignify to me, that you have read in a a 
Letter of mine, an Inſcri 1 order d by | 
Virginins Rufus, for his Tomb. 


— 


— — 
* — = - _ 


Rufus lies here, who, Vindex overthrown, © 
Settled Rome's Empire, did not ſeek his o. N 


Lou blame this Order; and ſay further, that 
Frontinus acted more properly, by forbidding | 
any Monument to be raiſed to him; and at 


laſt, you ask my Opinion, in relation to boch 
of them. N 


Both had my Friendſhip;! admir'd him the 
moſt, whom you except againſt; and I admi- 
red him fo far, that I never thought he could 

be ſufficiently praiſcd, tho' L am: now to un- ; 
dertake the Defence of him. l 

It is my Opinion, that all Men, who have 
perform d any great and memorable Action, 
are not only worthy of Pardon, but of Ap- 
plauſe, if they court that Immortality they 
have merited, and endeavour to prolong the 
Glory of a laſting Name, even by thcir Epi; 
taphs. And it would be difficult to find any 
other, (/irgmas excepted) who has done 19} 
v. ell, and poke of it o modcſily, 1 am my] 

{cl | 
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ſelf a Witneſs of ir, who was familiarly ac- 
quainted with him, and had his Approbation; 
and yet, never heard him make above one ſin- 
gle Mention of himſelf. He told me, that 
Cluvinus diſcoursd with him one Day, in this 
manner. Virginius, you know what Fideli- 
Pardon me then, if 
you meet with any thing in mine, that diſ- 


* pleaſes you. To this he anſwered, Cluvi- 
74s, do you not know, that the View of my 


Actions has been to give you Hiſtorians a Li- 


berty of writing what you pleaſe? Come on; 
let us compare with him this ſame Fronts- 


nus, in a Point, in which you think him 


more reſeryd and modeſt. He prohibited any 
Monument; but in what Terms? The Charge 
of a Monument is needleſs; my Memory will 
lie, if my paſt Life has deſervd it. Do you 
think now, it is more modeſt to expoſe it to 
be read by the whole World, that the Memo- 
ry of his Name ſhall be perpetual, than to 
mark out an Action within two Verſes, i in 1275 
narrow Corner of it? Yet it is not Y 
ſign to reproach the firſt, but to defend 
ſecond, and how can this be done more ſo- 
Iidly, than by a Compariſon of one you have 
prefer d? In my Judgment, neither of them 
is to be blamed; both proceed to Glory, with 
equal Zcal, but in different Paths: One: by 
a Deſire of a juſt Epitaph, the other, by clu- 
ſing to ſhew a Contempt for them. 


Fareuvell. 
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EPISTLE XX. a 
To VENA TOR. I 
He thanks him for his Letter. 13 : 
oy the Same. 


* o RS was the more agreeable, as it was 

the longer; elpecially fi ſince my Books ar 
were the entire Subject of it. I am not ſut- be 
priz d, that you are pleas d with them, when fu 
I am ſenſible, that you value all my Perfor- lo 
manccs, as you do my ſelf, 1 am here chiefly of 
employ d in getting my Vintage; it is indeed 
moqerate, but more plentiful than I expected ; |: 
if it can be call'd getting in a Vintage, to 8" 
pluck off now and then a Grape; take a turn ef 
to the Preſs; taſte the new Wine in the Vat; AF 1s 
and ſteal in among my City Domeſticks, that h. 
by keeping an Eye upon the Country Servants, re 
'eave me to my Readers and Secretaries. | Bu 


Farevvell. be 


TORT? 
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2, „ EPISTLE XX.. 
To SABINUS. 
He would reſtore an offendmg Servant 2 


oo 23 
. . 2 
JJ%Fͤfr !!!; = aka ho oli 
Bp? 2 3 2 5 L 


4 Favour. 
L | By the Same. 
i * ou R Freed man, (who had * dyou, 
XZ >= as you tell me) apply'd himſelf to me, 
and fel down before me, as if it had 
been your own Perſon. He wept pro- 
fuſely, he implor d earneſtly, and then was a 
long Time ſilent. In ſhort, he convinc'd me 
of his Penitence. I am perſuaded he is really 
7 amended, becauſe he is ſenſible of his Fault. 
Tou are angry, I know it, you are juſtly an- 
2 gry, I know that too: But then is the bright- 
2A eſt Triumph of a good Temper, when there 
is the brighteſt Cauſe of Indignation, You 
had a Reſpect for the Man, and I hope will 
2 revive it; in the mean time, it is enough for 
me, if you allow him a Pardon. You may, 
A if he relapſes, be again diſpleas d; and this will 
be more excuſable, after you have been once 
= dollicited. Give ſome Indulgence to his Youth, 
his Tears, your own Humanity, diſquict him 
your ſelf no longer; for I know it is a Tor- 
ment to a Perſon of your Good Nature, to 
keep up a Reſentment. I am afraid, I ſhall 
not appear ſo much to entreat, as to compel, 


j if c ana my Importunity to his; yet, III ven- 
IST. | ture 


* — * —— a 
— — 
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ture to add it, and ſo much the more freely 


and forcibly, as 1 ſeverely reprimanded, and 


ſtrictly threatned, I would never intercede for 
him again: This I expreſs d to him, who was 
to be rerrify 'd; but not to your ſelf; for per- 


haps I ſhall again interpoſe, and prevail for 
him; if the Occaſion be of ſuch a Nature, 


as will become me to requeſt, and you to grant 
it. ; 4 . : 
|  Farevvell. 


Ee15TL XXII. 


To SEVERIUS. 


A Charafler of Pa $ s IANUS. 
By the Same. | 


Have been greatly alarmd at the Illneſs of 
 Paſſianus Faulus, and for more than one 


important Reaſon, He is a Man of ſingular 
Worth and Honeſty, and Fricndſhip for my 


ſelf; Beſides, in his Writings, he imitates, ex- 


preſſes, and reſtores the Antients; eſpecially 


Propertius, from whom he deſcends; He is a 
genuine Offspring of him, and reſembles him 
perfectly in that, in which he is the moſt di- 
ſtinguiſhing: If you take his Elegics into your 
Hands, you will read an elegant, tender, airy 
Picce 3 plainly written in the Houſe of Pro. 


pertins. He lately turn'd his Genius to the Ly- 


rick 


for 


for 
re - > i 
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in Paſſiamus. 
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rick Strain; in which he copies Horace fo hap- 


pily, that you would think him alive again, 
He is likewiſe related to him, 
as well as Propertius; if Relation has any In- 
fluence upon Study: The Variety, the lively 
Graces, are wonderful. His Love is the moſt 
ſincere, his Grief impatient, his Praiſes gene- 
rous, his Pleaſantry agreeable; In a Word, he 
is as perfect in all, as he excels in each. I have 
been as indiſposd in Mind, as he in Body, for 


ſo particular a Friend, ſo rare a Genius; but at 


length, we are both recover'd: Congratulate 
me upon it; congratulate my very Letters, 


which have incurr'd as great a Danger during 


his Illneſs, as they will meet with Glory from 
his Recovery. 
Farevvell, 


—_— — 


EE wy 


ErIsTLE XXIII. 


TO MAXIMUS. 
On Particular Fame. 
Buy tne Same. 


T has often befell me, in my Pleading, that 


X the Centumvirate, after they had long kept 
up an Air of Authority and Gravity, proper 
to Judges, have all roſe up ſuddenly together, 
and applauded me, as if they had been forc'd 
and tranſported to it. I have frequently car- 
ry'd off as great a Reputation, as I could with 
24 from 
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from the Senate; yet Iwas never more highly. 


pleasd than lately, from a Converſation of Cor- 
nelius Tacitus. He told me, that in the laſt Di- 
verſions of the Circus, a Roman Knight ſate by 
him, and after a Variety of Diſcourſe, ask d him, 


whether he was an Italian, or a Forcigner on 


one ot the Provinces? He an{wer'd, you know 
me, and by my Writings too. Upon this, 
he enquir d afreſh, are you Tacitus or Pliny? 


I cannot cxpreſs my Joy, that the mention of 


Learning calls up the Memory of his Name 


or mine, as if they were not the Names of 9 
Men, but of Learning it ſelf; and that botg 


of us are known by this means to Perſons, 
who would otherwiſe never have heard of us. 
Something of the ſame Nature happen'd a few 
Pays ago; I was at Table with Fabius Rufi- 
nus, a Man of an eminent Character. Above 
him was one of his Countrymen, who had ne- 
ver been at Rome before. Rufinus pointing 
at me, ſaid, do you ſęe that Gentleman? And 
after that, he talk d largely about my Attach- 
ment to Learning. The other anſwerd, is 
that P/zny? J own, I took this to be a great 
Reward of my Application. If Demoſthe- 
ues had Reaſon to expreſs a Satisfaction, when 
the old Woman at Athens pointed at him 
in this manner: That is Demoſthenes, may 
not I be allow'd to feel a Pleaſure, at the 
pubiick mention of my Name? Truly I am 
pleas d with it, and I dare own Iam. For | 
am not atraid of appearing yain, when, U re- 

preſent, 


Bye 
e 
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oreſent, not what I think of my ſelf, but what 
others think of me; eſpecially to you, who 


envy no Man's Character, and always favour 
; mine. 


r 


Farewell. 


a | ES —_ 1 


EPISTLE XXIV. 
To SABINIAN. 


On the good Succeſs of his former Letter. 
By the Same. 


O U have done me a Pleaſure in receiv- 
ing your Freedman, who once was dear 


to you, upon my Recommendation, into your 
Houſe and Eſteem again. You will reap a 


Satisfaction from it; it is a conſiderable one to 


me, to find you tractable in your Paſſion, and 
pay this deference to my Sentiments, as well 


as this Regard to my Deſires. 1 commend and 
Thank you; but at the fame Time, 1 ad- 
viſe you, to make proper Allowances hercat- 


ter to the Faults of your Servants, tho none 
ſhould intercede for them. 


Farewell, 
1 
2 | Se 
03 
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EPISTLE XXV. ” 1 


To MAXIMILIAN. 


Reading the beſt Amuſement i in the Camp. | 
By the Same. 


Y OU complain of the Crowd of your As. | 4 
fairs in the Camp, and yet, as if you en- 
joy'd the moſt profound Eaſe; you read, you 
value, you demand my Trifles and Follies, 
and exhort me in no moderate Strain, to car- 
ry on the like Compoſitions. Since they have 
met with the Approbation of a Perſon ſo Ju- 
dicious, knowing, and ſincere as yourſelt. 1 
begin to take, not only a Pleaſure, but a Pride 
in theſe littlc Eſſays. I have at preſent ſome 


Cauſes in Hand, that do not, indeed, much e 
engage me, and yet do ſufficiently take me up, t. 
When they are concluded, I ſhall ſubmit ro MF tl 
your great Candor, ſome other Pieces, wrought f 
by the ſame Muſes. Vou will give Wing to 17 
my Doves, and Sparrows among your Eagles, © 
if the good Opinion you have cntertained of v 
them, anſwer their own Confidence of them- t! 
ſelves. But if the latter deccives them, you t 
may confine them to their Neſts, or a Cage. © 
5 1 

Farevvell. a 
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EPISTLE XXVI. 
To LVU PER CU8sS. 
uo much Correthneſs a Fault in Writing. 
i, By the Same. 


Think, 1 did not ben amiſs of a certain 

Orator of our Age, that was very correct 
and exact, but not elevated or beautiful. 

He has but one Fault, and that is, that he 
has no Faults at all. | 
For an Orator onght to be exalted, to riſe, 
ſometimes to blaze out and take his Flight, and 
often to tread near a Precipice. For what is 
lofty and touring, is generally attended with 
ſomething ſteep and dangerous. The level 
Path is ſafer, but lower, and more grovelling; 
the Fall is more frequent in running, than in 
creeping ; but it is no Glory to the latter, if 
they do not fall; ſome is due to the former, 
tho' they do fall. The Shelves, and doubt- 
ful Hazards of Eloquence, like ſome other 
Arts, enhance its Value. You obſerve the Ac- 
clamations that are given to a Rope- dancer, 
when he ſeems on the Point of tottering. For 
the Marvellous and Surprizing go along with 
the Dangerous, and as the Greeks more fully 
expreſs it, azz, the deſperately puſh. 
ing: And therefore, the Skill of a Pilot is not 
at all equal, in a Storm and a Calm. In this 
Caſe, he enters che Port without Admiration,” 


Praiſe, 
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Praiſc, or Regard ; but when the Tackling 
Sounds, the Maſt Yields, the Rudder labours 
with the Tempeſt, then he ſhines, and is com- 
parable to the Sea Gods. Why all this? be- 
cauſe you ſcem to have mark 1 down ſome 7 
Paſſages in my Writings, as too ſwelling, raſh, 7 

or ſuperfluous, which 1 conſider d as ſublime, 1 
daring, and full. There is a Difference be- 
tween a thing t that i is faulty, and one that is re- 
matkable. For every Body is ſtruck with that 1 
which is bold and prominent, but it requires a 3 
Delicacy to judge, whether a Thing be immo- 
derate or great, high or enormous; and to con- 
ſult Homer in the firſt Place, Who can be un- 
acquainted with his excelling in the plain, or 5 
the noble Style? 3 


* The ſpacious Earth ſane, and the Sky 
Gave a ſhrill Clang around. 


And in another Place, a 


f As pouring Torrents, / well d with Winter 1 
(Rain, 

Collect a mingling Tide, and flood the Plain. [ 
But it requires a juſt Weight and Scale, to 
know, whether theſe Things be improbable *' 
or irregular, or magnificent and Divine. I do 
not flatter my ſelf, that I either have, or can 
match theſe two Expreſſions; ; I amnot ſovoid 
of Judgment ; but what I mean by them, is, 
that 


— 
* _———_— ——_—— —_— 


* Hom, Il. C v. 387. + Hom, I. A v. 452. 
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that you maſt ſometimes givethe Rein to your 
¶kloquence, and that the Sallies of Wit are 
not to be reſtraind within a narrow Circle. 
But the Character of an Orator and of a Poet, 
various. As if Cicero truly was leſs bold; but 
But Demoſthe- 
Fs himſelf ; the Rule and Standard of an Ora- 
For, does he curb, and check himſelf, when he 


1 ö 


MY 


9 


I wave him as indiſputable. 


delivers theſe known Paſſages? 

0 Perfidious Man! abandon d "mm of 
he Common-wealth ! 

And again, 


For I have not fortifh 4 this City with 
Brick or Stone. 


Immediately after; 


I have propefd all this for the Defence of 
Attica, aud have diſcover'd all the Expedi- 
ęnts, that human Prudence can ſuggeſt. 
In another Place, | 
A. for my Part, O ye Athenians! 7 believe, 
und ſwear by the J mmortal Gods, that he is 
Fnrtoxicated with his & ucceſſes. 
1 hat can be more hardy, than that beautiful 
and long Tranſport? 
f For a cruel Diſtemper lays all Greece # in De- 
[} lat: 100. 

What ſhall be ſid of ak mote conciſe 


than the former. rs 
| Hh Then 
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Then the hiſings of that inſolent Python, 
that threatens you, ſhall not terrify me. | 
Tis i is likewiſe of the ſame Vein. | 
| 


But when Villainy and Plunder exalt 4 
Man, like Philip, the firſ# Shock will oe. 
throw and cruſh him. | 4 


And this reſembles it, 1 

Cut off from Society, by all the Tribunals i 
of the City. : 
And after, 7 

Tou have kept within your own nn Breaſt, or ra 
ther have entirely ſtifled that Compaſſion, chic 
Men commonly have for ſuch Perſons. Therefom 
do not flatter your ſelf, that you will find i 


Retreat in thoſe Harbours you have form 1 } 
aud have fill d with Rocks and NI * 1 ; 


e had ſaid before. 5 


I am afraid, that ſome may imagine, you 
tale a Pleaſure in ſtrengthening an ill Citigen i 
for every Wicked Man 3s ald, * weak of pil 


Self. 
And beneath, 


1 ſee no R ge 0 Sanctuary open for bin 
T perceive nothing but Precipices, Gulphs, au 


Abyſſes. 
Nor was that enough; he goes on, 


I aomotihink, O Men of Athens, that ou. 


Anceſtors have ( Stabliſh this Order in ol 
'F Hagments | 
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Fudoments, to enable Perſuns of this Chara- 

Ger, to flouriſh in it, but to reſtrain, to puniſh 
them, to hinder others from imitating them, of 
being fond of committing an ill Action. 
And again, - 35. £88] 

Tf therefore he be a dealer in all manner of _ 
 Wickedneſs, if be drives an open Trade in 


it, — 


And a thouſand Places of the ſame kind; to 
pats over theſe which Aiſehines calls Mon- 
ders, and not Words. I ſpeak againſt my ſelf, 


or ra when J obſerve, that he has been reproachd 
„Hic for theſe Expreſſious; but then, conſider, how 
e for much greater the Perſon cenſured is, than the 
nde Cenfor ; nay, grcater upon the account 
rm of theſe very Paſſages. For in others, his Force, 
andi in theſe, his Grandeur appears. But did e Z#/- 


rhines avoid what he blames in Demoſthenes 2 

For it is neceſſary, O ye Athenians ! that 
the Orator and the Law ſpeak the ſame 
Language; fur when the law ſpeaks in one 
manner, and the Orator in another, you ſhould 
fide with the Equity of the Lau, and not 
with the Preſumption of the Orator. 
And in another Place; | 

He afterwards fhews the whole deſign of 
concealing his Injuſtice, by the favour of the 
Decree, when he makes it affirm, that the 
Deputies of the Oritæ gave the five Talents, 
„ o, 7197 to you, but to Callias. And that you may 
ments, 5 Hh 2 2 
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be aſſurd of my Veracity in this Affair, ſet- 3 
ling aſide the vain Paraae of the Gallies with * yo 


three Ranks of Oars, and all the — of bor 
this Decree, read it. de 
And elſcwhere, tir 
Do not ſuffer him to miſlead you in vain | 
Diſcourſes, againſt the Prevaricator = - 
This he approves ſo much, that he repeats it. 
But keeping your ſelves ſteady to this point, 


put afide all his malicious Arguings, and at. 
ee 'y minds when he deviates from the Que- 
ſtion. 9 
Is he more ſimpie and modeſt 7 when he 
ſays, 2 
But you every Day un ns new Wounds; | 
and are more concern d about the Succeſs of |: 
of your Harangues, than the Good of the 
Commonwealth. : 
But this is more lofty. . 
Mill you not drive this common Peſt out off 
Greece; and ſeize him as a Pyrate, ever rob- | 
bing on the Coaſts of the Republick? 


And a great Variety of others. I expect, that b 
you will put the ſame Mark on ſome Paſſa- 
ges in this Letter, (ſuch as, 


The Rudder labours, — and 
—— Comparable to the Sea Gods. 
as you would upon theſe cited above. For I am 
lenſible, that while I wou'd excuſe the former, | 
am 
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am fallen into the ſame. But ſtrike where 
you will, ſo that you aſſign a Day forthwith, 
for a Converſation upon theſe antient and mo- 
dern Criticiſms. For you ſha!l either make me 


timorous, or I will make you daring. - 


„„ 


Farewell. 


 EP1STLE XXVII. 


By the Same. 


of the Relation. Vet the Book laſts, 


that is put off to a diſtant Time. 


Hh 3 


—_— 


To LATER ANUS. 
The Excellence of Hi ftory. 


Have often on different occaſions, but eſ- 
23 = pecially of late, reflected upon the Power, 
f the Greatneſs, the Majeſty, the Divinity of Hi- 

3 ſtory. A certain Perſon had read in Publick, 
a Narrative, juſtly told, and had deferrd a 
Part of it, to another Day, Several of his 
Friends begg'd of him to procced no farther in 
the Recital of it. So much were they aſham'd 
to hear of their Actions, who never bluſhd 
in the Commiſſion of them. He agreed to 
their Deſire, without any Injury to the Truth 


and will 


laſt, as long as the Fact it ſelf, and will al- 
Ways be read with the greater Curioſt ity, be- 
cauſe it is not to be review'd at preſent. For 
Men are the moſt fond of knowing a Thing, 


Farewell. 


EPIST. 
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pilius Artemiſius; I that very Moment ſatis- 
fied his Requeſt. You tell me likewiſe, that 
you have made but a ſmall Vintage this Sca- 
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Eris rl XXVII. 


T0 ROMAN US 


An Anſwer. to his three Letters. 4 


By the Same. 


Have at laſt receiv'd three Letters from you 5 
A at once, all extreamly politc, full of Friend- 
ſhip, and ſuch as 4 had Reaſon to hope from 
you, eſpecially after ſo long an Expectation. 
In one, you give me a very agrecable Com- 


miſſion, to convey your Letters to Plotina, 1 3 


Lady of the firſt Character. You thall bg E 


obey'd. In the lame you recommend Pg. | 


ſon. I am under the ſame Complaint, tho 
in a very different Part of the World. In the 1 
ſecond, you inform me, thar you ſomctimes g 


dictate, ſometimes write a Variety of Thinę 28, 


5 


that make me preſent to your Thoughts. 7] 3 

thank you, -and ſhould be ſtill more thank 
tul, if you would afford me an Opportunity L 
to read what you write or dictate; and it 
would be no more than cquitable for me, in 
my turn, to be acquainted with your Produ. ; 
ions, as l have imparted mine to your {elf ; | 
tho' others, beſide my ſelf, were the Sbjct : 
of them. Lou promile, at the end of them, 
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hat as ſoon as you know my courſe of Life, 
you will make an Elopement from your Fa- 
mily, and fly l immediately hither: Conſider, 
hat I am framing ſome Chains for you, that 
vill be impoſſible to be broken. In the third, 
ou write, that you have receivd my leading 
Ha Defence of Clarius, and thought it larger 
than it appear d, when you heard me deliver 
Sic. It is more ample, indeed; I made ſeveral 
Additions to it afterwards. You lay farther, 
hat you have ſent other Letters, ſomething 
more labour d: You ask me, whether J have 
receivd them ; I have not, but I am particu- 
larly deſirous of that Pleaſure. Let me have 
them on the firſt Opportunity, with Intereſt 
for the Delay; which! ſhall reckon (for I can- 
not ſet it lower) at the Rate of Twelve per. 
Cent. 
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Farewell. 
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EPISTLE XXIX. 


20 Rus TIcus. 


The diverfity of his Writings an Excuſe for 
the Imperfecliom of them. 


By the Same. 


„ — 


S it is better to excel in one thing, than 
to be indifferent in many; ſo if I can- 
not ſhine in one, I would have a Mediocrity 
in 


petitioning for Pardon. 
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in more. In this View I try my Talents by | 
ſeveral kinds of Stady, not ſufficiently rely- 


my Writing, 
on of their Number. Shall Number. be an 
Excule in other Arts,, and ſhall Learning be 
ſubject ro a harder Law, when it is more dif. 


ficult ro reach a Perfection in it? But why do 7 
I talk of an Apology, as if I was ungrateful |: 
to you, for your Candour; tor if you give the f 
| laſt as agrecable a Reception as you did the 
former, I way hope tor Applauſe, inſtead of |? 
However, it is cnough |? 


for me to be mcerly excuſed, 


2 * . D * By - x * 7 


EPISTLE XXX. 
To GEMINIUS. 


True Literality, 
By the Same 


him too, if it be not confin'd to thoſe only. 


For a Man truly liberal, ſhould give to his 
Country, to his Relations, his Kindred, his | 
Friends; but to {uch as are Indigent, not like 
Wo who make their Preſents chicfly, where 
3 5 chere 


ing on the Merit of any ſingle Application. ; 
Therefore when you read {ſeveral Pieces of 
allow for each, in Conſiderati- 
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OU often exto! i in Converſation, and now 
in Letter, your Friend Nonius, for his 
Libcraliry to tome Pcrions; and I commend | 
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there is the largeſt Ability to return them. 
Gifts of this Nature are meer Bird- lime; they 
are Baits to fiſh out Advantages from others, 
nor extend our own to them. Some are of 
a Character a-kin to this, who rob Peter topay 
Paul, and ſeek the Reputation of Genercfity 
by their Avarice. But the main Thing is to 
be content with our own, and then to take 
in the Support and Encouragement of thoſe 
you know are necdy, in a kind of Circle of 


4 Society. If he tollows all theſe Rules, he « can- 


not be too much applauded, if he keeps up 
to any one of them, he is ſtill laudable, tho 
in a leſs Degree. A Pattern of Liberality, 
tho imperfect, is at preſent extreamly rare; 
the Deſire of getting prevails ſo far upon 
Mankind, that they ſeem not ſo properly to 

poſlets their Wealth, as tO be e polleſsd by it. 
. 


2 


EIS TL E XXXI. 


135 


To SARDUS. 
He compliments him on his Book. 
By the Same. 


FTER I had taken Leave of you, I was 

not leſs with you than before, while len- 
joy'd your Company. I read your Book; of. 
ten cin thoſe Paſſages eſpecially, (not to 
diſſemble 
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diſſemble the Matter) that ſpeak of myſelf. In 


theſe you have been very copious. What 2 
Multitude, what a Variety, Things not the fame, 
on the ſame Perſon, and yet not different. 
Shall I join my Praiſes with my Acknowledg- 


ments for them? I am not equal to either of J 


thoſe Parts; and were I capable of them, 1] 
{houid be afraid, it might be arrogant to ap- 
plaud you for ſuch Particulars, as demand my 
Thanks. I ſhall only add, that I thought all 
of it the more perfect, as it was the more agrec- 


ablc; and the more agreeable, as it was the 


more perfect, 


—_ — — —— * 


EPISTLE XXXII. 
To TI TITAN. 


His Indolence frortens his Letters, 
Zy the Same. 


HAT are you doing? What do you in- 
tend to ſet about? For my Part, I live ve- 
ry acliciouſly, that is, very indolently. This 
puts me out of Humour for writing, tho' not 
for reading a long Epiſtle. One is the Effect 
of my Careleſsneſs, the other, of my Leiſure: 
Now, nothing is ſo lazy as an indolent Fel- 
low, or to curious and inquiſitive, as one that 
has nothing to do. | 


Farewell. 


EPIST. 
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is worthy of a Genius, like yours, ſo fruitful, 
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EerrSTLE XXXIII. 
To CANXINIUS. 


On a ſurprizingly Tame DOLPHIN, 
By the Same. 


I. Have met with a Subject for a Poem, that 
1 is very true, but has the Air of a Fable: It 


lo lofty, ſo compleatly Poctical. I pick d it 
up at Table, as every body was telling his Sto- 
ry of ſome wonderful Matter or other. The 


Credit of the Author is good; but what Con- 
cern has a Poet with the ſtrict Truth? How- 
ever, were you to write an Hiſtory, you would 


believe him. 


Near the Colony of Hippo, in Afric, a 

Maritime Town, is a navigable Lake; from 
which, a Canal branches out, like a River; 
this lows into the Sea, or returas into the 
Lake, as the State of the Tide either checks or 
puſhes i it. All ſorts of Pcople, Old and Young, 

divert themſelves with fiſhing, rowing, ſwim- 
ing upon it; eſpecially Boys, that are fond of 
Play and Paſtime. Theſe make it a G lory and a 
great Exploit to venture the fartheſt into it ; 
he is the Conqueror, that leaves the Shore, 
and his Fellow Swimmers behind, at the great- 


eſt diſtance, It happen d, that one Boy more 


couragious than the reſt, in this Diſpute, ad- 
yanc'd far beyond them: He was met by a 


Dolphin, 
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Dolphin, that went before, after, and about 
him; then came under him, and let him down |}? 
again; after that, buoy'd him up again, and 
carry'd him trembling, firſt, into the Sea, then! 
turn d to the Shore, and reſtord him to Land, I 
and to his Play-fcliows. The Report ſpread |? 
all over the Colony: All the World flock'd |? 
together, gaz d at the Boy, as a Prodigy, ex. 
amin'd him, liſtned to him, and told the Sto- |? 
ry again. The next Day they crowded |? 
the Shore; caſt their Eves to the Sea, or what |? 
appear'd like it: The Boys began to ſwim; and 4 
tlus among the reſt, but more cautiouſſy: The 


VDo'phin, at the fame Time, approaches him, N 


he, and the whole Company ot them ſcudded 
away; the Dolphin, as 'f he invited and call'd 
him back, eps up, ſinks again, and makes a 
{and different Windings and Turnings. 

c repeated the ſam e on the "ſecond and third 
Days, and ſome others, ſucceſſively; till thoſe 


who had been bred to Sea, were aſham'd to 


ſhew a Fear of him. They went near him, 
play with him, call to him, touch and handle 
him, he yiclded himſelf to their Hands, This 
Experiment gave them freſh Courage. Parti- 
cularly the Boy that made the firſt Trial, 
ſwims near him, as he floatcd along, throws | 
himiclf on his Back, is carry'd back wards | 
and forwards, thinks he is known, and | 
lord by him; then grows fond Eimſelf of 
him; neither of them is afraid, or fear'd by 
the other. The Confidence of one, and the 


1amecnels 
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Tameneſs of the other encreaſes: The Boys 


that are his Companions, going along with 
him, to the right and left, animate and encou- 
rage him. He was attended (this is Part of the 
Wonder) by another Dolphin, who behav'd 
himſelf only like a Spectator, and a Compa- 
nion. For he neither acted, nor ſuffer d any 
thing like it, but waited upon the other con- 
tinually, as the Boy was guarded by his Com- 
panions. It is ſomething incredible, but equally 
true with the former; that the Dolphin, who 
carry d and play'd with the Child, came often 
aſhote, and bask'd himſelf upon the Sands; 
and when he had warm'd himſelf in the Sun- 
ſhine, 1oll'd back to Sea again. It is certain, 
that OfZavins Avitus, the Proconſuls Licute- 
7 nant, indug d by a vain Superſtition, took his 
Iime, when the Dolphin was landed, to fling 


ſome perfum'd Ointments upon him; but the 
Novelty of the Smell drove him away, and 


forc d him back to the Waves. Some Days 


paſt, beſore he re- appear d; then he look d me- 
lancholly and languid; but upon the recovery 
of his Strength, he return'd to his former Sport 


and Actions. All the Magiſtrates throng'd to the 


Sight, and by their arrival and ſtay, this little Town 
was loaded with new Expences. At laſt, the 
Quict and Privacy of the Place was utterly loſt ; 
ſo they took a Reſolution ſecretly to kill the 
Dolphin, that drew the Concourſe together. With 
what Sentiments of Pity, what copiouſneſs ot 
Expreſſion, might you lament, adorn, and 

immortalize 
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immortalize this Theme? Tho' you have no 


occaſion to feign or add any Circumſtance; tei 
it is ſufficient if you do not impair the Truth] fra 
of the Fact. 1 ex 
R m 

EPISTLE XXXIV. 7 


On his Manner of reading Verſes: 
By the Same. 
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R Eſolve a Scruple of mine: I am told, that 

I read nothing ill but Poetry; for Proſe 
and Orations can; perform with more Succels, 
and therefore, am not ſo fortunate in Verſcs. 
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Upon this Account, Jam thinking, when 1 tt 
make my next Rehearſal to my Acquaintance, M B 
to make an Experiment upon my Freedman. I P 
What 1 have pitch'd upon is familiar to him; Þ 9 
I know, he will not read it perfectly well, 9 
but however, it will be better, than J could v 
manage it; if he be not diſconcerted; for he \ 
is as great a Novice this way, as I am in ver- i 
ſi fying. In the mean time, how muſt 1 be t 
employ d; muſt I fit with my Eyes on the t 
Ground; mute, and like a Perſon uncon- 4 


ccra'd? Or, (according to the Practice of ſomc) 
Shall I give a Hum, a Look, a Motion of the 
Hand, to what he pronounces? But I can no 

more 
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more keep Time in my Action, than read. I 
repeat it; eaſe my Perplexity, and tell me 
frankly, whether it be better for me to read 
extreamly ill, than to do or omit, what I have 
mentioned. 

| Farevvell. 
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a 


8. EPISTLE XXXV. 

To Ap PIs. 
Too much Correttneſs, a Fault. 
th at | ; By the Same. 


role : [| Receiv'd your Book, and acknowlege the 
ccls, L Favour; yet I am ſo much taken up at pre- 
rics. BY ſcent, that I have not had Leiſure to read it, 
n 1 tho' Iam very deſirous of that Satisfaction: 
UCC, BY But 1 owe that Reſpect to your Letters, and 


Nan. BY Performances, as to reckon it a ſort of Irreli- 
um; | 


gion to read them, when 1 am otherwiſe en- 
well, I gagd. I much approve your Care in the re- 
ould viving of your Pieces. Vet there is a certain 
Yr he 


Meaſute in it; firſt, becauſe the laſt File rather 


ver- impairs, than amends the Work; and then, 

| be this exceſſive Delicacy keeps us off ſrom at- 
the tempting any thing new; and it neither fini- 

con- thes che former, nor begins another. 

me) | 

f the Farewell. 

n no 
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EP1STLE XXXVI. 
To Fuscus. 
On his Way of living m the Summer. 
By the Same. 


V O0 enquire how Iſpend the Day in Sum- 
mer, when | rctire to my Tnſcan Her. 


mitage. I riſe when I pleaſe; commonly, at 


Seven, often ſooner; never later. I keep my 


Windows ſhut. For Silence and Darkneſs are 


a great help to the Mind; fo that, withdrawn 
from all Avocations, free, and left to my cit; 
1 do not let my Eyes go before my Thoughts, 
but follow them; and "when they ſee what is 
only view'd by the Mind, they attend entire- 


ly to the fame Objects, without any Avow- : 


cation. If I have any Work in Hand, I think 
upon it, I range it to a Word, as if I wrote 
and corred ed it: Sometimes more, ſometimes 
leſs, according to the Eaſe or Difficulty of 
the Compoſition, or the Retenſion of it. 1 
call my Secretary, and open my Shuttets; then 
J dictate to him what I had form'd in my 
Thinking: He leaves the Room, comes again, 
and then is diſmiſè d. About Ten or Eleven, 
(for my Time is not ſtrictly laid out or regu- 
Jated) as the Weather is, I take a Turn in the 
Walks, or the Cloyſters, then meditate and 
dictate the reſt; and mount my Chaiſe. There 


I follow the ſamc Employment, as I did, Nm 
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| 1 lay down, or walk'd before. My Atten- 
tion continues, tefreſh'd by the Change itſelf, 
Then ] nod a little, and walk; and preſently 
after, read a Latin Oration, aloud, and forci- 
2 bly; not ſo much for the ſake of my Voice, 
as my Lungs; yet that, at the ſame Time, is 
3 ſtrengthened by it. I take another Turn, a- 
#7 noint, exerciſe, bathe: If I ſup with my Wife, 
or a few Friends, a Book is read to me in the 
2 mean while; after Supper, the Players, or Mu- 
ſick come in: Then Iwalk out with my Friends; 
in the Number of whom, are ſeveral Men of 
Letters. Thus the Evening is carry'd on with 
; a Variety of Converſation; and tho the Day be 
never ſo long, it is quickly cloſed. Some- 
times I make a Change of this Method; For 
if I have not conversd a good while, or have 
taken a long Walk, after a Sleep, and ſome- 
thing read to me, I do not ride out in my 
2 Chaiſe, (but to ſhorten my Time, and make 
7 a ſpecdier Diſpatch) on Horſe-Back. My Ac- 
2 quaintance from the neighbouring Towns in- 
tervene; engage a Part of the Day, and ſome- 
times relieve my Fatigue by a ſeaſonable In- 
terruption. Sometimes I go a Hunting; but al- 
ways with my Minute-Books about me, to 
bring ſomething home, tho' I catch nothing. 
My Country Tenants, think I give them too 
little of my Time; but all the Uſe of their 
KRuſtick Complaints, is to give a better reliſh 
io my Studies, and the Engagements of the 
Town. Farewell. 
N | 11 1 
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1 He bange his lay in the Contry. ar 
as By thc Same. hs 
v O U are not as a Temper to require theſe ÞY fu 


| inferiour publick Duties, that are only ce. he 
*remonial, of your Friends, againſt their Inte- all 
reſt, and I have too great a Value for you, to- 
apprehend you ſhould take it ill, that I do not. 
viſit you on New-year's-day, when you take 
Poſſeſſion of the Conſulthip. i have been de- 
tain'd here, by the Neceſlity of letting my 
Eſtate for ſeveral ' Years, and muſt take ney 
| Meaſures in it. For in the five laſt Years, tho 
I made conſiderable Abatements in the Rent, 
Arrears ran on; ſo that moſt of my Te- 
nants neglected an Account they know is out of 
their Power to diſcharge: They waſte and con- 
ſame what is upon the Ground, in a Perſua-Þ 
ſion, that were it husbanded well, it would 
not be for themſelves. Therefore I am forc'd 1 
to expoſe an Extravagance, that is daily grow-|M;c. 
ing, and endeavour to remedy it. There 5p. 
only one Method for that Purpoſe, not to tne 
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take the Produce in Rent, but in Kind, and] ud 
then place ſome of my Servants to over-lookÞþ Eri 
the Labourers, and ſecure the Growth. And? 
beſides, no Income is more juſt, than that 
which 
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which ariſes from the Earth, the Air, and the 
Seaſons. Then it requires great Honeſty, a 
2 ſharp Inſpection, and numerous Hands; yet I 
7 muſt put it to the Proof, ant. ie every Expe- 
dient upon my Alteration, as I WMOUId de in 
an inveterate Diſtemper, You cc it is no 
very nice or agreeable Cauſe that detains me 
from 2flifling; at your Inſtallation in the uo 
ſulate. Vet 1, ſhall celebrate the Day, ey 
here, as if ! was preſent, with my Vows, and 

4 all the ache pf 198955 a0 x6 COU RS: 
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M lin 
On the Merit f APY FUS,. 1 
| * the Same. e Tl 


Es | 
11 A gta our Friend Riff, not & becauſe yl 
deſird it, but for his own Merit. I have 
J read his Book, it is a finiſh'd” Ficce ; and the 
ere BI Beauty of it Was heightned by my Reſpect for 
N 10 the Author. Vet 1 read it With the Eyes. of a 


I, and judge, forill-natur'd Readers a are not the, only 
clo Criticks i in the World. = 5 
n that Mai ber Farewall 
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is maim'd in ſeveral Parts, by the Antiquity of lar 


ErIsTLE XXXIX. 


W e 
 Inftruffion for the Repair of a Tipe. | 
By the Same. 


Am oblig d by the Advice of the Auraſhi ; 

ces, to repait and enlarge a Temple of Ceres, 
ſtanding upon my Ground. It is indeed anti- 
ent and narrow; but, on the ſtated Anniver-Þ 
ſary, extreamly frequented. For in the Ides 
of. September, a great. Multitude of People aſ- 
ſemble there, from all the Neighbourhood, 
many Affairs are tranſacted; ſeveral Vows are, 
made and perform'd; but there is no Shelter 
from the Rain or the Sun about it. There! „. 
fore I think it will be a generous, as well as Hz 
a religious AR, if I rebuild it in the moſt beauti- 
ful Manner, and add a Piagza to it; the 
former for the Honour of the Goddeſs, and 
the latter, for the Benefit of Men. So that!] 
would have you buy four Marble Columns, of Þ 
what ſort you pleaſe, and a Quantity of Mar- pat 
ble, proper for the Pavement of the Ground, ¶ Cc 
or the incruſtration of the Walls. Then a Statue ¶ ter 
of the Goddeſs, muſt either be made for the y 
Purpoſe, or bought; for the old wooden Image] cut 


FF 
"Wy 2 
15 


it. As to the Piazza, I can imagine nothing to 
that ſhould come from the Place where you aq 


at preſent are, except a Den agreeable to oiy 
the 


le. 
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the Situation. For it cannot be raisd about 


the Temple; the Ground being encompaſs d, 
Ion one Side with a River, and very ſteep 
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that! : 
ns, of 


Mar-] paG'd the Summer Vacation in my Tuſcan 


Country- Seat; and deſire to know, what Al- 


bund, 


tatuc Þ 


r the 
mage 


ty of Þ 
thing 
you 
le to 

the 


Banks, and with the high Road on the other: 
Beyond the Road is a large Meadow, in which 
it may be planted very commodiouſly, oppo- 
ſte to the Temple it ſelf, unleſs you can pro- 
10 pi. poſe any thing better; whoſe Practice it has 


* Fa 
eres, ever been, to ſurmount the Difficulties of a Si- 


— tuation, by the Force of Art and Contrivance. 
iwer. 


Farewell. 


* 8 


_EP1STLE > + 2 
To Fuscus. 


ä 


| His way of living in Winter, at LA u- 


RE NTINUM. 


By the Same. 


OV tell me, that you are much vlane'd 
with my Letters, informing you how I 


teration I make in my Scheme of Life, when 


J Winter at Laurentinum. None at all, only 


cut off my Afternoon's Nap, and take in a 


large Part of the Night, before or after Day, 
to lengthen it. And if I have any preſſing 


Affair, as it frequently happens in Winter, I 
give no room for a Player or a Muſician af- 
1 


ter 
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ter Supper, but review what I dictated before, 
and confirm my Memory at the ſame Time, 
by.,A repeated Correction of it. You have 
now my Courte of Life in * and Win- 
ter; you may add the Spring and Fall if you 
pleaſe; as theſe are intermediate between Win; 
ter and Summer, as in theſe Scafons ] loſe 
nothing of the Day, ſo I g an ad little upon 
the N Shr. 


: Farewell 
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PLINVYS EPISTLES. 
Boox X. 


3 


N Y, to the Emperor T R A- 
1A x, and thoſe of TRAJA N 


to PL IN X. 


: EPISTLE I. 


To the Emperor T R AI AN. 


| He Congratulates his Acceſſion | to the 
Empire. 1 | 


By Mr. HENLEY. 


EDS OUR Filial Duty, SIRE, * made 
Tp * vou deſirous of a very late Succeſ- 
1 25 ſion to your Auguſt Father; but 
EW, JE the Immortal Gods have been more 
ſpcedy in carrying up your Virtues to the 
Command of a Statc, with the Management 
li gone - ---Of- 


The Text has it, Sanctiſſime Imperator, ., Moſt Sacred, or Pi- 


ous Emperor: We have no particular Appelative to a * 
tha 


488 PLINx's Epiſtles. 
of which you was before entruſted. 1 wiſh 
your Imperial Majeſty, and Mankind by you, 
all Proſperity ; that is, all that is the moſt wor- 
thy of your Reign. I make continual Vows, 


both in oublick and private, for the Health 
and Happineſs of your Sacred Perſon. 


6 


9 I 7 : f 


E PISTLE. II. 


Lo the Emperor T RAIAN. 
He thanks him for an Act of Favour. 
By tac Same. 


Cannot expreſs my Joy at your conferring, 

upon me the Privilege of thoſe, who have 
three Children. For tho you granted the ſame 
Favour to the Petition of Julius Servienns, a 
Man of grcat Worth, and faithfully devoted 
to your Intcreſt and Service; yet I underſtand 
by the Reſcripr, that you gave it him the more 


readily, as he requeſted it on my Behalf. 1 


think I have obtain'd the utmoſt of my Wiſhes, 


in this Proof, from the earlieſt Days of your 


Government, of a praticular Regard to me. 
This encreaſes my Deſire of being bleſs'd with 
iſſue; indced, that was my Wiſh, under the 


moſt 


** 


that I have ge d to Jr the French Word of pr Sine. 


This, in it felt, perhaps, is the moſt 1 K Turn; and I would 
uke wile plead the Authority of Sir Richard Steele for it. 


Vid. Co- Tor. 


Priny's Epiſtles. 489 
moſt unhappy of all Reigns; as the two Mar. 
riages Ihave contracted, may make you ſenſible, 
The Gods decreed mea better Fate, in reſerving 
that whole Advantage to my Time of en- 
joying your Bounty. It will add to my Sa- 
tisfaction now, to become a Father, when J 
may promiſe my elf a Lite of Safety and 
Felicity. Ty | pn 


— 


EPISTLE III. 


To the * Emperor I RAI AN. 


He deſires the Senatorian Dignity for 
VocoNIUs. 75 
By the Same. 


TE uncommon Marks of Favour which 


I have receivd from you, give me the 


Boldneſs to recommend my Friends: One of 
the firſt Rank, in that Number, is Voconius No- 
manus, my School-Fellow and Companion, 
from my earlieſt Yearss Upon which Ac- 


count, I deſird of your Father, (now among 
the Gods) the Honour of promoting him to 
the Dignity of a Senator. But the Accompliſh- 


ment of my Deſire is referr'd to your Good- 
hs nels, 
This is all along the style of the Original : We ſhall here- 
after, for the Sake of Brevity, leave out the Word Emperor, and 
{uppoſe it is underſtood by the Reader; as alſo, Sire for Domi- 


ve in Pliny; and the Terms Your Majeſty, and the like. Theſe 


would recur ſo often, as would make the Verſion more tedious, 
aud leſs agreeable to the Simplicity of the Latin Epiſtolary way of 
Writing, : SE | 


499 PIIN VIS Epiſtles. 
nets, becauſe the Mother of Romanus had not Þ 
hitherto executed a Gift, in proper Form of Law, 
which {he engagd to her Son by Letters to 
your Father, ot. four Millions of Scſterces, Þ 
This ſhe. perform'd afterwards, by my Advice; 
for ſhe made a Surrender of her Lands to him, 
and took all the uſual Meaſures in the Con. 
veyance of that Ceſſion. Since therefore, the 
Bar of our Hopes is removed, I have the ut. 
moſt Confidence in folliciting for him. What 
farther ſupports and improves it, is the moral 
Char cer of my Friend, his Love of polite 
Learning, his dutiful C _arriage to his Parents; 
to which, he owes the Libcrality of his Mother, 
his in mediate Inheritance of his Paternal Eſtate, 
and his Adoption by his Father in Law. This 
takes yet a greater Advantage from the Splen- 
dour of his Birth and Hereditary Fortune; and 
I hope, that my Requeſt will not leſſen the 
Force of any one of theſe Particulars ; allow 
me to congratulate him on a Point, I think 
ſo juſt and deſirable, and give me the Satisfa- 
Qion to boaſt of your Favour, not _ to 
myſelf, but to my Friends. 


ir 
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not 
aw, EPISTLE IV. 

5 to 

rces To 1 RAJ A N. 


| 2 requeſt the Freedom of the Cit for his 
9 P hyfician, 


By the Same. 


Y Life was cndanger'd, the laſt Year, &S 
5 a violent Diſtemper; Iconſulted a Phy- 
Y kcian, whoſe Care and Scrvice, the Help of 
your Kindneſs will only enable me to return. 
l beg you will confer upon him the Immuni- 
ties of a Roman Citizen; for he js a Foreigner, 
and has been manumiſs'd by a foreign Wo- 
man. His Name is Harpocras; his Patroncſs i 
was Thermuthis, the Wife of Theon, who has 
been à long time deccasd. I would alſo en- 
treat the ſame Right, in the fulleſt manner, in 
Fauour of Helia, and Antonia Harmeris, the 
Freed woman of Antonia Maximilla, a Lady 
of the moſt conſummate Character. This 1 


© would importune at the Requeſt of their Mi- 
ſtreſs. 
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EPISTLE V. 
To TRAIAN. 
He acknowledges the Favour to Harpocras. 


By the Same. 


I Cannot expreſs the Pleaſure | reccivd from 

your Letter, which inform'd me, that you 
have conferr'd the Freedom of the City of 
Alexandria likewiſe, upon my Phyſician Har. 
pocras; tho according to the Example of your 


Predeceſſors, you ſhould have made it a Law 
to your ſelf not to give it without great Cau- 
tion. I can aſſure you, however, that Har- 
pocras is of the Diſtrict of Memphis; I there- 
fore beſeech you, Moſt Gracious Sovereign, 
be pleas d to ſend me, according to your Pro- 
miſe, a Letter for Planta, your Friend, the 


Governor of Ag gt. l deſign my ſelf the 


Honour of meeting you, in order to enjoy 
the ſooner, the Pleaſure of your Arrival, ſo 
much deſired by all the World. Permit me 
then to advance as far as poſſible, for that 
Purpoſe. 


Ep Is r. 
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EPISTL E VI. 


To TRAIAN. 
His Gratitude to another Phyſician. 
By the Same. 


V laſt Illneſs has made me a Debtor to 
> Poſthumius Marinus, my Phyſician : 


a 37 vout Aſſiſtance I may requite him, and 
your ordinary kind Compliance with my De- 
ſites. It is for the Freedom of the City of 


Nome to his Relations, CHryſippus the Son of 


your! ¶ Nirbridates, and to his Wife, Statonica, 
Law the Daughter of Epzgonus; to his Sons like- 
Cau- wile, Epigonus and Mihridates: ; ſo that they 
Har- may continue in the Power of their Father, 
here - and preſerve the Right of Patronage over their 
cign, Freed- men. 1 would alſo beg the full Right 
Pro- of Roman Freedom to Lucius Satrius Abaſ: 
, the I! cantins, and Publius Cæſius Phoſphorus, and 
f the Pancharia Soteris. This is conformable to 
njoy | the . ire of their n | 
l, fo WM — „ 
me EIB TER VII. 
— To T RAI AN. 
He acks the Pretor ſhip for his Friend. 
By the Same. 
| 1 Am ſenſible, that my Sollicitation has not 
dropp'd from your Memory, which is al- 
18 r. Ways tenacious of a Deli ign to do Good. Yet, 


ſince 


heiglitens the Courage of your Subjects, and 
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ſince you have often indulgd me, this Freedom 
alſo; I beg cave to remind and implore you] 
in the moit earneſt manner, to grace Actius Þ 
Sura with the Prætorian Dignity zthe Poſt being 
vacant.  Tho' he is not impaticnt for it, yet 
he conccives tome Hopes trom the Advan- 
tage of his Deſcent, his great Vertue m 4 
lower Fortune, and elpeclally from the Felici. 
ty of the; Times, in which, a good Conſcience 


gives them a Right to.expeq and obtain the b 
«qe of your "AVON: C 


dd alt noel —_—y 
Trierer vill. the 
tak 
1 TRAIAX. 
5 lar 


He Le dſo res the Prieſthood. 
By the Same. 5 : aN 6 


AS S © am . that the Approbation 
of 10 Was a Prince will give the ut- 
moſt Sanction to my own Character and pub- 
lick Opinion. I am paſſionately deſirous, that 
you would add the Dignity of Augur, or of 
Septemvir, (both being vacant, to that I enjoy 
at preſent by your Favour, thac I may offer up 
ny publick Prayers, (as at preſent 1 do my 
private Devotions) for your Majeſty, by th 
Right of the Sacerdotal Office, 


E IST. fat 


Ln | hay 7 85 N 
1 PETIN TS Epiſtles. 495 
ml a 7 
vou EPISTLE IX. 
ius Tn 
hs To TRAJAN. 
yet 4 GN 
van BY 3 ö 
nal 4 n upon his Victory. 
lici- 
ence [ By tac Same. 
the Þ 


Nye, betty for You and the Gb 
wealth, on the Score of your Victory, ſo 
entire, ſo glorious, ſo memorable; and i pray 
Y th Immortal Gods, to make all your Under- 
takirigs ſo happy and ſucceſsful, that the Gran- 
deur of the Empire may be reſtored and en- 
I! ue” "op ſo de Virtues. =o r 
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ation 
C Ut- f 
Po. = 
that 
Ir of 1 
n njoy 


) my [ 

y the Þ Seren Palin: whom you diſpatch d to 

— 3 me, came to Nicomedia on the Twenty 
| ! fourth of November,' and relievd the Pain of 

18 7. a tedious Expectation. 8 


Eis rr X. 
To iL K AJ AN, 


o the Ae of 8 ERVILIUS. | 
N 'By the Same. by 
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Y OUR Favours have cemented a very neat 


EPISTLE XI. 
Ts TRAIAN. 


A Reconmendation of ROSIAN Tt Ju 
GE MINUS. 
By the Same. 


— 
3 
* N 


Alliance between me and Naſſianus Ge. 1 
minus. He was my Treaſurer when I wa ha. 
Conſul: I ever found him very obſervant of M 
me; and after my Conſulſhip, he ſhew'd me 
ſo many Marks of Reſpect, that his private 
good Offices enhanc d the publick Proofs I had] 
of his Friendſhip. I therefore humbly implore 
of you, to favour my Requeſt, in behalf of 
his Advancement: If any Credit is due to me, on | 
the Strength of that, he will obtain your In- 
dulgence, and will himſelf endeavour to merit Þ 
your better Conſideration, in the ſtrict Obedi- 
ence he will pay to all your Commands. 
enlarge tho leſs in his Praiſe, becauſe J am in 
hopes, that his Integrity, his Probity; and In. 
duſtry, are known to you; not only froni the 
Poſts he had the Honour to fill in the City, 
under your Inſpection, but his ſerving with 
you in the Army. I cannot ſatisfy the Eſteem 
I have for him, without repeating my earneſt Þ L 
Deſire of growing Honour to my Treaſurer; 
that is, to my ſelf, in his Perſon, _ the 
Ep1ST: 
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EPISTLE XII. 


7 TRA IAN. 


" able ges a Favour con ferr a upon 
enn 
By the Same. 


nea IT would not be caſy for me to expreſs the 


CE. I Pleaſure I have in the kind Return you 
ws have made to the Wiſhes of- my ſelf, and my 
nt of Mother. in-Law; by the Tranſlation of Cælius 


me] (lemens to the Government of: this Province, 
rivate after his quitting the Conſulſhip. The great- 
Thad] neſs of yout Favour appears in the Extent of 


plore it, to my whole Family; I dare not pretend, 
tho it is my real Duty, to requite it. But I 
take Refuge in my Prayers to the Gods, that I 
may not be recken'd unworthy of the Bounties 
you ſo aſliduouſly confer _ me. 


* | : EPISTLE XIII. 
m 11 F 


« 4. + 


8 To TrAjaN 

n the 

Ciry, On the Expectatim of an Ambaſſador. 
with B the Same. 

teem 8 


neſt 


6 Thin your Freed-man, has wrote to nie, 
urer 3 


that if any Embaſly paſſes this Way from 
the Boſphorus for Rome, 1 ſhould kcep the 
IST. RE Per- 
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Perſons here, till his Arrival. None as yet] 
is come; at leaſt, into this City. But af 
Courier, from the King of Jarmatra, is ar: F 
rivd. I have made uſe of this Opportunity] 
to ſend him another Courier, that Eycormes] 
diſpatchd before him, that you may be in- 
form d, both by the Letters of Lycormes, and 
thoſe of the King, in what perhaps, it is off 
Importance for you to know at the ſameÞ 1 
Time. by 


* 


, N  _— - 
— — 1 


EPISTLE XIV. 
On an Expreſs. 
By the Same. 


IS Sarmatian Majeſty has acquainted me 

4 that ſome Occurrences have happen 

which it is neceſlary ſhould ſpeedily be con. 

vey'd to you; for that Reaſon I have given 

Pals-port to the Meſſenger, who brings this Let. 

ter, in order to remove all Obſtacles, that 
might hinder him in his Paſſage. 


EPI57I 
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EPISTLE XV. 
To TRAIAN. 


On an Embaſſy. 
By the Same. 


THE Ambaſlador from the King of Sar- 
5 matia, having made a voluntary ſtay of 
two entire Days at Nzcea, on meeting me 
there, I. thought it my Duty not to detain him 
longer. Firſt, Becauſe it was as yet uncertain, 
when your Freed-man Lycormes would arrive; 
and then, becauſc I was obligd by the Ne- 
2 cellity of my Office, to go to a different Part 
of the Province. It was neceſſary to give you 
this Account, becauſe 1 wrote in my laft, that 
\ Lycormes deſir d, if any Ambaſſador came from 
the Boſphorus, he ſhould ſtay till his Arrival. 

I have no colourable Reaſon to do this any lon- 
d me ger; eſpecially, ſince the Letter of that Prince, 
pen which, as I ſaid before, I would not retard, 

con-. eame ſeveral Days before his Ambaſſador. 
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EPISTLE XVI. 
To TRAI AN. 


On the Puniſhment of a Ser want. 
Buy the Same. 


A Pulejus, a private Centinel in the Garriſon 

of Nicomedia, has ſent me Word, that 
a certain Perſon, Callidromus by Name, on an 
Arreſt by two Bakers, Maximus and Diony/i- 
us, whom he ferv'd as a hired Journey-man, 
fled for Refuge to your Statue, and when he 
was brought before the Magiſtrates, declard, Þ lar 
that formerly; when he was the Slave of La. na 
berius Maximus, he was taken Priſoner by Gu. 

| faens in Meſia, and given by Decebalus, to 
Pacorus, the Parthian King, and continu'd 
{ſeveral Years in his Service; then made his 
Eſcape and took Shelter at Nicomedia. When 
he had given me the ſame Account, I thought 
it my Duty to ſend him to you: This I ſome- 
thing delay'd; while I made a ſearch for a pre- 
cious Stone, which had the Figure of Pacorns, 

dreſsd in his Royal Robes, upon it, and was, 
as he ſaid, ſtollen from him. For J deſign'd 
to ſend this, if it could be found, along with 
him; as I ſent a Piece of Oar, of Parthian 
Metal, which he brought hither. It is ſeal'd 

with my Ring, the Cut of which, is a Cha. 
riot and Four, 


E P. 
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EPISTLE XVII. 
To TRAI AN. 


A TESTIMONIAL. 
By the Same. 


wy 


4 1 Am very glad of this occaſion to vouch in 
1 Behalf of your Freed-man and Steward, 
Maximus, that during all the Time of my ac- 
| THRICE him, he acquitted himſelf like 
a Man of Honeſty, Prudence, Diligence, and 
x | Attachment to your Intercits, and great Regy- 
7 larity and Exactneſs: This 1 know by perſo- 
La- : nal Experience, and teſtify the ſame with all 
- | che Fidelity I owe to you. 


_— 


E XVIII 


_ | To IRAJAN. 

me- A Certificate. 

pre- Ho By the Same. 

Ws, Þ 

was, T.JAving found in Gabius Baſſus, Comman- 
ignd der of the Coaſt of Pontus, all poſſible 


with Integrity, Probity, and Induſtry, accompany d 
han with much deference to myſelt, I give him my 
eal'd | Teſtimony and good Wiſhes, with all the Ju- 
Cha- ſtice that is due to your ſelf. It is owing to your 

Diſcipline, that he is worthy of your Favour; 
EP. | both 
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both the Soldiers and Inhabitants of the Towns, 
who are perfectly convinc'd of his Honeſty and 
good Conduct, have taken all Methods, both i 
publick and private, to atteſt the fame to me; 
this I certify, according to my D. f 


— 


6 


% * 


EPISTL E XIX. 


To TRAJAN. 


A Recommendation. 
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By the Same. : 
NM -nphidin Lupus, a Captain of the Vaunt 


Guard, was my fellow Soldier, when | 
was at the Head of a Legion, and he Command:- 
ed a Cohort. This gave date to my Value, 
and Acquaintance With him: Our Friendſhip 
afterwards improv'd with length of Time: 
Therefore I drew him forcibly out of his Re- 
treat, and obligd him to aſſiſt me with his 
Counſels in Bithynia; which he has done, and 
will continue in the moſt amicable manner, all 
without regard to his Eaſe, or old Age. So that Cc 
I look upon his Relations as my own, and e-. 
pecially his Son, Nymphidins Lupus; He is 2 
young Man of ſingular Probity and Capacity, ES 
worthy of fo excellent a Father. He will bea oy 
proper Object of your higheſt Favours, as you to 
may inform yourtelf by his firſt Steps, when he no 
merited the Approbation of Julius Ferox, and Þ no 
e Salinator; Men of the firſt Reputation, 
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25 Captain of a Company of five Hundred. I 


ſhould have a very great Subject for new Ac- 
knowledgment in the Promotion of the Son. 


The Reciprocal Letters of P11- 
NY, to the Emperor I RAJAN. 
EPISTLE XX. 

To TRAIAN. 
On his being retain d agamſi Marius Priſcus. 
By the Same. 


S ſoon as I was advanc'd by your Favour- 
to ſuperintend the Treaſury of the Tem- 


= 


| ple of Saturn, 1 quitted all my Buſineſs at the 


Bar (which at other times I did not promiſ- 


| cuouſly follow) to give up my ſelf entirely to 
new Employment, 


the Africans demanded me for their Advo- 


and cate againſt Marius Priſcus, my Excuſe was 


meh allowid. But afterwards, when I was deſign'd 
) that 


For this Reaſon, when 


Conſul, and you declard, that as they ought 
not to be compellV'd, who, like me had been 


excus d, ſo it ſhould ſtill hold good, that the 


; you Þþ 


en he 
, and 
1t1ON, 


45 


Senate ſhould make uſe of their Authority, 
over them, and put their Names into the Urn 
to be ballotted, like the reſt ; I thought, I cou'd 
not do leis, under ſo mild a Government, than 


not be a principal Oppoſer of the juſt Decrees 
KEK 4 of 
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of that illuſtrious Body ; 1 am deſirous, that you 


ſhould approve the Reaſons of my Obedience; 


for it is my W iſh and my View, to make your 
own compleat Conduct and Character the 


Standard of ail my M. duds and Actions. 


** 


EPiSTLE I. 


TRAIAN 7 PLINY 
The ANSWER. 
By the Same. 
v o added the Part of a good Citizen, and 


a good Senator, at once, in ſubmitting 
to the cable Commands 'of that Augult 
Aſſembly; and I am confident, that you will 
ſtill maintain that Part, according to the Truſt 
with which you are inveſted. 


EPISTLE XXII. 


To TR AJ AN. 


A ſecond Requeſt in behalf of Harpocras. | 


By the Same, 


Humbly acknowledge the Favour of your 
ſpeedy conferring the full Privilege of Rome 
on the Freedmen of a Lady of my Acquain- 
tance, 
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tance, and the Citizenſhip on Harpocras, my 
Phyſician. But when 1 was upon the Regi- 
ſtring of his Eſtate and Age, according to your 
Order, I was advisd by better Judges to get 
the Freedom of the City of Alexandria for 
him, before that of Rome, becauſe he is an 


Eg yptian. But, ſince J imagin'd there was 
no difference betwcen the W7: yptians and 


other Foreigners, I contented my ſelf with in- 


forming you only of this Particular, that he 
was manumiſsd by a Foreign Woman, and his 
Miſtreſs has been a long time deceas'd. Yet 


1] do not complain of my Ignorance, ſince it 


has given me room to receive a varicty of Fa- 
yours from you, in behalf of one Man, My 
preſent Requeſt is, that I may lawfully enjoy 
your Kindneſs in this Affair, by giving him the 
Freedom of Aiexanaria. That no Delay 
ſhould intervene, I have ſent his Age and For- 
tune to your Freedman, according to your In- 
ſtructions. 


8 . 
if © 9 ce 


EeriSTLE XXIII. 


| Trajax x t0PLINT. 
The ANSWER. 
By the Same. 


1 proposd to myſelf in conformity to the 
Practice of my Predeceſſors, not to grant 


the Freedom of Alexandria without great 
7 
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Precaution. But ſince yon have already ob. 
rain'd that of Nome for Harpocras your Phy. 
ſician, I cannot xefuſe your Petition. You 
ſhould let me know of what Diſtrict he is, 
that 1 may tend you a Letter for my Friend 
Pompeius Planta, Governour of Ve a 


E 7 74 5 S* re 


EPISTLE XIV. 
Co TR AJ AN. 


Of removing the Imperial Statues. 


By the Same, 


E your Auguſt Father (now among 

the Gods) had by a very beautiful Dil 
courſe, and glorious Examples, exhort all 
the Citizens to Liberality, I begg'd his Permiſ 
ſion to remove into the Town, a Number of 
Imperial Statues, that came to me by ſeveral 
Succeſſions, and were preſervd in diſtant Fields 
as I recciv'd them; with leave to add his own 
Statuc to them. What he wrote to me in 
return, with the utmoſt Satisfaction, I imme- 
diately communicated to the Decurions; in 
order to nave a Spot of Ground appointed, for 
building a Temple at my own Charge. They 
offer d me the Choice of a Place, in honour 
of the Deſign it ſelf. But, tho' l was firſt de- 
lay'd by my own Illneſs, then by that of your 
Father, and aſterwards, by the neceſſary At- 
| tendance 
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tendance upon the Office in which you had 
4 placd me, yet at preſent I may, I think, con- 
veniently make an excurſion about it: For my 
Month of Service ends on the firſt of Septem- 
| Þ ber, andthe Month following has a great many 
Holidays. My firſt Deſire, therefore, is your 
allowance to adorn my Undertaking with 
your own Figure; and then your leave to de- 
E parr for this Purpoſe, as ſoon as poſſible. It 
© is not ſuitable to my plain dealing, to diſſem- 
ble with your Goodneſs, that this "Favour will 
bc of great Advantage to my private Affairs. 
For the letting of the Grounds | have in that 
Country, which are above the Rent of 400000 
2 Seſterces cannot be deferr d, ſince my new 
Tenant muſt cut and dreſs his Vines immedi- 
ately after the next Vintage. Beſides, the 
= continual ill Produce obliges me to think of 
Abatements, which 1 cannot calculate, if 1 
be not upon the Spot. So that I ſhall an- 
{wer the Duty I owe to your Indulgence by a 
ſpeedy Return, and my Piety to the Gods, by 
the Orders I ſhall give for the placing of theſe 
” Statues, if you'll be pleasd to allow me the 
in f ſpace of thirty Days Abſence. I cannot fix a 
fo: Þ narrower time; ſince the Town, and the Lands 
hey I ſpeak of, are above a Hundred and Fitty 
our Miles from Rome. 
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EPISTLE XXV. 


TR AIAN mw PLINX. 


The ANSWER. 
By the Same. 


OU have alledg'd many private, and all 


the publick Reaſons poſſible, for your Þ 
leave to go from Town; however, your In- 


clination alone, would have been with me a 
Plea ſufficient. For I do not queſtion, but 
you will return to ſo neceſſary an Office, as 
ſoon as it is in your Power. I do not debat 
your placing my Statue, where you deſire, tho 
I am very reſerved upon that kind of Honour, 


| becauſe I would not appear to ſtop the courſe 


of your Reſpect for me, 


EPISTLE xXXVI. 


To TRAJAN. 
On his Voyage to EPHESUS. 
By the Same. 


Nan humble Confidence, that you are 
pleaſed to take ſome Concern in it, I pre- 
ſume to inform you, that 1 am artiv'd at E. 
pheſus, with all my Retinue, after having 


pals'd the Cape of Melea; 1 
the 
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the contrary Winds. I now prepare for a 
peedy departure to my Province, partly by 
the Help of ſmall cruizing Veſſels, and partly 
by Chariot or Chaiſe. For as the cxceſlive 
2 Keats are inconvenient by Land to Travelling, 
ſo the North-Eaſt-Winds, that prevail in this 
Scaſon, hinder me from purſuing all of it by 
Sea. 


EPISTLE XXVII. 
TRAIJAN T0 PLIN V. 


The ANSWER. 


By the Same. 


- y oUR Advice was very proper, my deat 
t: Pliny : My Reſpect for you gives me an In- 
© tereſt to know what ſort of Journey you found 
towards your Government. And you have 
taken a prudent Method to follow it, ſome- 
times by Sea, and ſometimes by Land, as the 
Nature and diſpoſition of the Place Invited 
Von. 
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EPI1STLE XX VIII. 


* TRAIAX. 


On the Purſuit of his Travails by Land, f. 


his Province. 
By the Same. 


AS Thad a very fair Voyage to 


were oblig'd to ſtop at Pergamus. And attci, 
when 1 embark d, I was detain'd by adverſe 
Winds; ſomething longer than I expected, and 
did not enter Bithynia, till the ſeventecnth 
Day of September. Vet I cannot com. 
plain of this Delay; ſince I had till the 
Happineſs to celebrate your Birth- day, in 
that Province, which is to me the moſt auſpi. 
cious Preſage in the World; I now examine 


the Expences, Revenues, and Debts of the 
Pruſian Republick ; the more I advance in it, 


the more neceſſary I find the Enquiry: For 


large Sums of Money are with-held from pri- N 
vate Men for various Reaſons; and beſides 


many Disburſements are made, that are not 
legal. This is what I apprize you of, jult 
upon my Artival ; on the Seventeenth of Sep: 
tember, I enter'd the Province; I found it in 
that Obedience and Fidelity to you, which 

vou 


Ephefies, b 

when we went afterwards by Land wid 
our Carriages, we were fo incommoded bi 
the Heat, and ſome Fits of a Fever, that we 


attcr, 


wan 


COIMN- 


the? 


5 
1 
mine 
F the 
in it, 
Fot 
pri- 


not 
juſt 
Sep: 
It In 
hich 
You 


4 you merit from all Mankind. 
your judgment the neceſſity of ſending hi- 
4 ther a Surveyor of the Publick Works; 

N 0 
2 10 f | kers might, in my Opinion, be obliged to re- 
fund conſiderable Sums. This appears by the Ex- 
2 amination I make with Maximus, of the 
Pruſaam Accounts. 
16, 
with 
d . 
t We 


e eee EY 


Bo? 


$ Your Letters, my dear P/ny, tell me the 


ſid Day of your entering Bithynia. I believe, the 
11des; 
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I ſabmit to 


for 


were they faithfully eſtimated, the Underta- 


* 1 — * 


EPISTLE XXIX. 


TRAIJAN rh PLIN V. 


The ANSWER. 
By the Same. 
Wiſh. your Arrival in Bithynia had been 


more expeditious, without any Danger to 
your little Body, or the Health of your Peo- 


ple; and that your Progreſs from Epheſus had 
been as commodious as your Voyage thither. 


lnhabitants of that Province will be perſwa- 


ded, that I have made a happy Proviſion for 
them; for you. will endeavour to conyince 
; them, that in you I have pitch'd upon the moſt 
| proper Subſtitute to my ſelf. The Publick 


Accounts ought to be inſpected in the firſt 


Place; 
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Place; for they are certainly embarraſs d enough! 
I have ſcarcely a ſufficient Number of Sur- 
veyors for the Works at Rome, and in the 
Neighbourhood ; but Men of Credit may be! 
found in every Province; ſo that you cannot! 
be in want of ſuch, if you make it your 
Buſineſs to look out for them. . 


5 I ES 5 . 5 ISS : "BAN PIT 4 
EPISTLE. XXX. 
To I RAJAN. 
Of theWaTtTcn. 
Buy the Same. 


1 Beg your Inſtruction in a doubtful Cale, 

whether the Watch * ought to be kept 
by the publick Slaves, which has been hither. 
to the Practice) or by the Soldiers. I feat 
much, the honeſt Care of the former, and 
yet, it would take up too great a number of 
the latter. In the mean time, I have put a 
few Soldiers among them; yet there is mani. 
teſt Danger, that it may occaſion a Negli- 
gence on both ſides, ſince a general Fault may 
be caſt reciprocally. and delay 0 on one ano- 
ther. (31 7 | 


FT” Y 


* The Guards of the Priſons and work-houles. 


EPIST. 
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EPISTLE XXXI. 
Pliny 7 TRAJAN. 
The ANSWER. 
By the Same. 


E RE is no neceſſity of employing the 
. Soldiers to guard the Priſons: Let us 
purſuc the Cuſtom of the Province, of the 
Watch of publick Slaves. Your Care and 
F Exactneſs may keep them faithful; and what 

vou write, is chiefly to be feard; that if the 


Confidence in one another, may create a 
aſe, ey in both: Obſerve only one Maxim, 
at as few Soldiers as poſſible, ſhould be ta- 
ken from their Colours. 


feat | 85 
and = e 

x of EpISTLE XXXII. 

Ut a 

an To TRAJAN. 

bb 5 thy Nu b of Men to be aſſie ang to 
may ; e Number 

ano- GABIUS B ASSUS. 


By the Same. 


! Abius Baſſus, who is Commander on the 
Coaſt of Pontus, came and ſtayd with 
ne ſeyeral Days, in the moſt reſpeatul and 
3 Þ dom 


18 T. 


older be mix d wirh the Slayes, their mutu- 
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complaiſant manner: As far as I could diſcery 
he is an extraordinary Man, and deſerving o 
your Favour. I acquainted him with you 
Order, that he muſt be content with te 
Foot-Soldicrs, two of the Horſe, and one Cap 
tain, of the Troops you had put under my 
Command. He reply'd, that this Number wa 
not ſufficient tor his Purpoſe, and that kB , 
would write to you about it. This occaſioniÞſ 
my Delay in recalling his Supernumeraſſ 
Forces. 
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EPIST LE XXXIII 


TRAJAN 70 Piiny. 


The ANSWER. 
By tne Same. 


G "I Baſjt us, has indeed aſlur'd me, bj 
Letter, that the Quota of Men! odd : 
him, is inſufficient. You require my AnſweW 
I give it you in this. There is a wide Diff 
rence between a Caſe of Neceſlity, and af 
Ambition of extending a Command. Th 
publick Advantage ought to be our ſole Rc 
gard, and as far as it is practicable, we ſhouli 
take Care, that the Soldiers no not leave tn 
Colours. 


E e157 
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EPISTLR XXXIV. 
To TRAJAN. 


1 bon the building of a Publick Bath. 
ap 


ern 
you, 


By the Same. 


| Wl _ 
Wt HE Pruſians have a Bath that is very coarſe 
6 N and ruinous. They are deſirous by your 


Non WP leave, to repair it. Yet, as it is my Opinion, 
era at a new Bath ought to be erected, I think, in 
nis matter, you may comply with their Deſire. 

— l The Moncy will be ready for the occaſion; 
ficſt, what I have already begun to revoke and 

=. Icvy upon particular Perſons; and beſides, the 
7, Nach they have uſually expended in Oil for 
| the Bath, they are reſolvd to lay out upon 
he Structure; The Beauty of the Town, and 

e Luſtre of your Reign, are other Motives 


N at make it likewiſe neceſſary. 
wo N EPISTLE XXXV. 5 
ade i 
0 TAI AN 7% PLISNY. 
and a T be ANSWER. 


Th 
le Be 
ſhoullf 
ve thel 


By the Same. 


F the erecting of a new Bath will be no 
Incumbrance upon the Pruſians, it may 
e allow d; provided no Contribution be made 
y them, for the Charge, and it be no future 
neroachment upon their needful Expences. 


EP 1s! 
N Etz E PIST, 


I 
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EPISTLE XXXVI. 


To TRAJAN. . 
Of the Quota of Men to be allowd 1 | 
MAXIMUS. } 

By the Same. 


Ao Aims, your Freedman, and IntendantÞ 
of the Province, affirms, that he has o 
caſion for Soldiers, over and above the Teig 
you order d to be aſſign d by me to Gemelinu 
a very worthy Man. In the mean time, 
have thought it proper to leave thoſe I found 
in his Service, on the preſent Footing; elipe\ſ 
cially when he went for Corn to Paphly 
gonia. Beſides, for his Guard, at his own In 
ſtance, I reinforc'd him with two of the Cu 
valry. What I muſt practice hereafter, 1 a 
tend your Orders to be inform id. . = 
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_ EpPisSTLE XXXVII. 
TRAIJAN HO PLIN x. 
The ANSWER. 


By the Same. 


O have, for the preſent, acted prope: 

ly, in allowing more Men to Maxim 
upon his Journey for Corn. - For then hi 
pt | 2 Em: 
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Employment was extraordinary; when he re- 
ſumes his uſual Office, it will be ſufficient, 
if you give him Two Soldiers, and two more 
be aflign d him by Virbius Gemellinus, my 
Untendant likewiſe, whom he aſliſts, 
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| Evp1sSTLE XXX YALE 


dau To PRAIA N. 

„ ; 1 
en | Of Slaves mingled with the Soldier's p 
lin 
me, 
(ound 
eſpe 
4p 


By the Same. 


Empronius Cælianus, a young Man of great 
Merit, has ſent me two Slaves, found a- 
un 1 nong the Recruits. I have deferr'd the Pu- 
e G hpiſhment of them, in order to conſult your 
121 Ppinion about the manner of it; ſince you are 

he Founder and the Great Maſter of the 
Military Diſcipline. What gives the main oc- 
taſton to my Doubt, is, that, as they have al- 
Feady averr'd, they were not as yet liſted in 
my Regiment, by taking the Martial Oath. I 


— — 
33 


I. | ait for your Inſtruction, ſince it will make 
þ Precedent. 

prope: 
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Offer of their Service, when they were con 


EPISTLE XXXIX. 


TRAIJANTFOPLINV. 


The ANs w E R. 
7 the Same. 


* Empronius Celians, acted purſuant to mi 

Orders, in diipatching thoſe Men to yo 
who were cognizable for a capital Offence 
The Queſtion is, Whether they were Volunteer, 
or preſd d, or replac'd others. It they were preſsd 
the Serjeant is the Offender : If they were pu 
in the room of others, they are faulty tha 
ſubſtituted them: If they made a voluntary 


ſcious of their Condition, they muſt be pu 
niſh'd: And it is of no great Importance, 
whether they are yet in the Muſter-Roll; fo: 
they muſt anſwer for the Truth of their Cir 
cumſtances, from the very firſt Day of their en. 
tering into the Service. 


ches 2 EX 85 CFO 


om eing given me a Right to lay my Scruples 


Jou before you. In moſt Cities, eſpecially thoſe 


cence. BY of Nicomedia, and Nzcea, ſome Perſons, ei- 
ther condemn'd to the Mines, or the Gladia- 
torian Shews, or the like Puniſhments, diſ- 
charge the Office of publick Slaves, and re- 
" thai ceive an annual Stipend, in that Capacity. 
When this came to my Hearing, I was long 
in great Suſpenſe, how to determine the Calc. 
For to puniſh them, when the Majority con- 
ſilted of old Men, and as far as I can learn, 
Men of a frugal and modeſt Life and Chara- 
der, thought too ſevere; and yet, to retain 
condemn d Perſons in the publick Offices, I 

did not look upon to be ſo honourable ; and 
again, for the ſame Men, who were idle and 
unemploy'd, to be maintain d by the Com- 
mon. wealth, was a loſs to it, and yet, not to 
ſubſiſt them, might be dangerous; ſo that I 
| was reduc'd to leave the whole Affair unre- 


| lolyd, till you were conſulted. Perhaps you 


relsd, 
re pu 


ntarr 

COl- 
e pu 
ance, 
3 for 


Cir- 


ir en- 


151. 
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EPISTLE. XL. 
To TRAJAN. 


(of thoſe, who had been condenn'd to be pub- 
lic Slaves. 


By the Same. 


OUR Imperial Majeſty is under a kind 


of Engagement to ſtoop to my Cares, ha- 


L1 4 W 


320 PIN 'S Epiſtles Þ 
will ask, how it happen d, that they were re- 
leasd from the Penaltics, to which they were! 
condemn d? 1 made an Enquiry, but found] 
nothing certain. As Decrees of Condemna- 
tion were pioducd, fo no Act was brought to 4 
light, by which it appear'd, that they were] 
releas d. Some told us, that by their own 
Petition they were diſcharg'd, at the order] 
of the Proconſuls, or their Licutenants. What 
gave this a better Colour, was a Probability, 
that none durſt attempt the Matter withou | 
good Authority. 


Oy 


. F = - 0 
of . FS Tn. g — 


Fenn II 


* TAN x % PN x. 
The ANSWER. 
By the Same. 
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Eflect, that you are commiſfion'd to the 
Province ſor this Reaſon, becauſe there 
vere many Abuſes to be reform'd. What b 
chiefly to be redrets'd, is not only the Relcak 
of the Condemned, wikout Authority, as you 
write, but the reſtoring of them tothe Cond: | 
tion of honeſt Servants. They who have bcenſſ 

condemn'd wichin rheie laſt Ten Years, and 
not properly relcas d, ought to be given up to 
their due Puniſhment. "if any be of older 
Handing, aged Men, condemned above that 
Pexiou, Iet them be diſpos d of | in thoſe Ser 
vices 
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vices, which are the neareſt a-kin to Puniſh- 
ment. For they arc uſually deliver d over to 
the Care of publick - Baths, the clearing of 


una: common Shores, and the repair of Streets, 
ht to FF High- roads, and Cauſeways. 


EP1STLE XEIL 


E TRAJAN. 


4 | of ſettling a Company of Smiths « at Ni- 
5 comedia. 3 


- 


By the Same. 


FE 5 1 viſited: a diſtant! Part of my ide 
a dreadful Fire, breaking out at Nicome- 
5 dia, confam'd a number of private Houſes, and 
two publick Editices, tho? ſeparated by the 
1 High: Way; the Town houſe, and the Temple 
o the of Tf.” But it ſpread itſelf much further, firſt, 
there by the Violence of the Wind, and then, by 
hat is the Lazineſs of the People, who, it is certain, 
eleace were careleſs and unmoy'd Spectators of fo 
as you great a Diſaſter. And beſides, there are no 
"ond publick Water Pipes, no Fire Hooks, no In- 
been ſtruments, in ſhort, to check the Flames. Theſe, 
by my Direction, ſhall be provided for the 
future. I leave it to your Conſideration, whe- 
ther a Corporation of a hundred and fiſty 
Smiths ſhould be founded for this Purpoſe. 1 


will take Care, that none ſhall be receivd into 
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it, but an Artiſt, and that they ſhail not abuſe 1 
the Inſtitution ; and it will not be difficult to 
keep fo ſmall a Number to their Duty. 


Pr 


EPA XLIII. 
TRAA IA. 
The ANSWER. 

By the Same. 


OU imagine, that a Company of Smiths 
may be cſtabliſhed at Nicomedia, in Imi. 
tation of many other Towns. But remember, 
that Province, and eſpecially the Cities of it, 
have been diſturb'd by this ſort of Communi- 
tics. Whatcyer Name you give to thoſe, who 
are form'd into a Body ppon any Account, 
they will make factions Aſſemblies, tho? of 
ſhort continuance. Therefore, it is better to 
prepare ſuch things as may be ſerviccable in 
quelling of Fires, and admoniſh the Maſters 
of Houſes to put a ſtop to them, and it occa 
ſion demands, to make uſc of the Concoutlc 
of People for the lame lntention. | 
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EPISTLE XILIV. 

To T RAI AN. 

Publick Prayers for the Health of the Em- 

Peror. 

By the Same. 
W E have both engag d and paid our So- 
lemn Vows for your Safety, in which, 
the Welfare of the Publick was involy'd; and 
have put up our Addreſſes to the Gods, that 
they may be always performd, and always 
ſeald a new, and confirm d. 


EPISTLE XLV. 


TRAJAaN 70 PLINY. 
The ANSWER. 
| By the Same. 


1 Hear with great Pleaſure, my Dear Pliny, 


that you have paid your Vows to the Im- 
mortal Gods, with the People of the Province, 
for my Health and Safety, and have enter d 


into freſh Engagements of the ſame kind; of 


this, your Lerters inform me, 


Fels r. 


524 PLINY'S — 
EPISTLE XLVI. 


To TRA IAN. 
On an Aqueduct at Nicomedia. 
By the Same. 


HE Nicomcdiaus have expended Three 
Millions, tarcc hundred, and twenty 
nine Thouſand Seſterces, upon an Aqueduct; 
Which, has, as yct, been left unfiniſh'd, and has 
been demoliſtrd. They laid out again, upon 
another Work of that kind, Two Millions of 
Seſterccs: This has been likewiſe abandon, 
which requires a new Expence to furniſh them 
with-Water,-after this 11! Application of their 
Money. I have found a very pure Spring, 
from which, I imagine, the Water may be 
convey'd, as it: was deſignd ar fuſt, under 
Arches, that it may not only be carry'd to the 
loweſt, and moſt deprefsd Parts of the City, 
We have but a few Arches of this Work re— 
maining; ſome may be added of ſquare Stone, 
taken from the former Structure; others, 
according to my Opinion, of Brick. For 
that is. more practicable, and will come 
cheaper. But it is chiefly neceſſary for you 
to ſend a Conduit-makcr, or an Architect, to 
prevent another Miſcarriage, I can only af- 
firm, that by the Convenience and Grace of 
the Work, it is cxtremely becoming the 
Splendour of your Empire. 
E b. 
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EP1STLE XLII. 
TRAJAN to PLINY, 


The ANSWER. 
BY Fs a AM; On 


| lane muſt by all mcans be fupply'd 
with Water; and I queſtion not, but you 


1 will uſe your utmoſt Diligence in this Affair. 
I muſt, however, recommend it to you, that 
vou take no lels Care to enquire, how the 
| People ot that Place have diſposd of the large 
> Sums, which were in their Management, for 
that Purpoſe, and whether, the ſtop that is put 


to the Works, be not for a pretence to ſolli- 
cit for further Supplies. I would willingly be 
inform'd of the Reſult of yn IE 


er. od * — 


* 


EIS T LE xvii. 


To TRAJIAN. 


Deſiring * Orders wur Shall be 4 i in re- 
gard to the Theatre of Nicea, and the 
Bath at Claudipolis. 


By the Same. 


＋ Hg E Theatre at Nicea, which is well nigh 
builr, has already coſt, as I am told (for 
1 have not examin d ſtrictly into the matter) 
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526 Piiny's Epiſtles. 
above ten Millions of Seſterces; and all, ] 
fear, to little Purpoſe: for it ſinks and cracks 
in ſeveral Places, in an extraordinary manner, 

This, I think, muſt proceed, either from the he 
moiſture and ſoftneſs of the Ground, on which | 
it ſtands, or from the rottenneſs and flight tem- 
perature of the Materials : Truly, it requires 
ſome Conſideration, whether it were beſt to 
finiſh it; or let it remain as it is; or indeed, 
if it would not be moſt prudent to pull it 
down again. For the Props and Buttreſles 
which it Jas needed from Time to Time, ſeem 
more expenſive than ſerviceable. Several pri- 
vate Families are under Engagements, to deco- 
rate the Strects adjacent to the Theatre, ſome 
with Galleries, and ſome with Portico's; but 
this Generoſity will be at a ſtand, as long as 
the Theatre continues unfiniſn d. The People 
of Nicea had before my Arrival, begun to 
build their Place of Exerciſe, which was de- 
ſtroy d by Fire, in a more ſpatious and open 
manner than it was before; they have expended 
ſome Money herein, but I'm afraid, not tothe 
beſt Advantage. For the whole thing is groſhy 
and injudiciouſly deſign d. And an Architect, 
who indeed bears no g00d Will to him that 
at firſt undertook the Work, ſays, that the 
Walls, tho two and twenty Foot thick, will 
not be able to ſuſtain the Weight that muſt 
reſt upon them through the badneſs of the 


Mortar. The People of Claudipolis are dig- 2c 
ing, 1 may ſay, rather than building, a prodi- | th 


gious 
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gious Bath in a low Place, at the Foot of a 
Mountain. This is carry'd on with Money 


which the Supernumetary Decurions have ei- 
ther paid for their Admiſſion, or advanc'd, 


as there wasoccaſion. As I am uncaſy, leaſt on 


the one Hand, the publick Money, andon the 


bother, your Favours, (which exceed all Price) 
may be ill employ'd. I think my ſelf oblig d, 
in conſideration of theſe Baths, as well as the 
7 Theatre, to be inform'd, whether after all paſt | 
Expences, it will be beſt to finiſh them, juſt 
as they are begun, or alter what is amils, Or 
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chooſe a new Scituation; that inſtead of en- 


deavouring at a further Coſt, to make that 


0 ſerviceable, which is already done, we may 
not throw away more —_— to no Purpole. 


— 


EPISTLE XLIX. 


Tan JAN PLINE, 


The ANSWE R. 
By the Same. 


Vo will do very well at this JunQure, 


to conſider and determine, what muſt 


be done about the Theatre that is begun at 
Nicea. 
| moſt proper. I would have you take Care, 
that the private Perſons you ſpeak of, do make 
| 200d their Engagements, 
hall be finiſh d. The Greeklings have a ſtrange 


Only inform me of what you judge 


when the Theatre 


. fondneſs 
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He deſires him to ſend him an Artiſt 70 Sur 


2 — 
8 8 * - 
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7 


fondneſs for Places of Exerciſe; perhaps, the! 
fame Itch has taken hold of the Niceans: ! 
They muſt however, content themſelves with! 
a reaſonable Allowance. You may give In.! 
ſtructions yourſelf concerning the Bath which! Ha 
you tell me the People of Claudipolis have be. an. 
gun in an ill-choſen Place. You cannot beat ful 
a loſs for Architects; you will meet with skil. wi 
ful Men of that Profeſſion in every Province; Bu 
unleſs you think the ſhorteſt way of going to wh 


work, will be to have them from Nome, for it ſen 
is certain we were usd to ſend for them for. the 


mer! y, even from Greece. me 


— — A 8 — . n SB - » . 
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vey a large Lake on the Confine of Ni- 


comedia. 

W HEN l conſider the extenſiveneſs of yout 

Fortune, as well as your Mind, I would, 
mcthinks, be willing to ſee ſome Work wor- 
thy as well of Eternity as your own Glory. 
There is a very large Lake on the Confines 
of Nicomedia, through which, Marble, Fruits, 
Timber, and other Materials arc, with a mo- 


derate Expence and Labour, brought a Ship- 
7 board, 


By the 3 


Sur 
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1 board, quite up to the common Road, but 
from thence to the Sea, they muſt be carried 


in Waggons, at a great Expence and Trou— 


ble; This Work requires a great Number of 
Hans which are ſupply d both from the City 
and Country adjacent; and they work cheer- 
al to accompliſh what they are well aſſur d 
will prove a public K and univerſal Advantage. 
But we ſtill want an Architect or Leveller, 
whom, I could wiſh, you would be pleasd to 
ſend us, to examine carefully, whether or no 
the Lake be higher than the Sea, for the Work- 
men in theſe Parts will have it to be ſo, by 
: at leaſt forty Cubits. There is a Ditch in the 
ſame Place, dug by the King's Order; whe- 


cher it was dcfin'd to take in the Moiſture of 


the Neighbouring Fields, or for a Communi- 
cation between the Lake and the River, I 
cannot tell; for it was never fini{h'd. It is like- 
viſe very uncertain, whether the Death of the 
King, or the uncertainty of its anſwering the 
Ind it was deſign d for, put a ſtop to this Work. 

The only Motive that put me upon recom- 
mending this to your Conſideration (and in 
Ewhich you muſt allow me ſome Ambition) 
was the enhancement of your Glory, by per- 
fecting what Kings have only” began. 
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on, and the Sca: But Care muſt be taken, to! 


cer will heip you to a Leveller, and 1 my ſel 
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| 

Louth "i = 

P LINY 10 : R A J AN. = 
The ANSWE R. Ag | : 

oy the Same. BOSE - f t 


1 Would willingly have a Communication 1 


made between the Lake which you menti- 1 ft 


examine, whether, if it were open to the Sea Yi 
it would not be quite emptied thereby; as like: 
wiſc, what Quantity of Water it contains, and _ 
from whence,it is ſupply d. Calphurnius Ma- 


will take Care to ſend you a Perſon well 
15 in ſuch kind of Works. 


3 
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EP1STLE LIL 


Wil . 


052 the ann of the Byzantines. 
By Mr. HENLEY. 


\ ETER a Search into the great Expence 

of the Byzantnes, it has been told mc, 

taat a Deputy has been ſent from thence every AS 
Ycar, to pay their Homage to you, with an Fn 

it: 

Allowance of 12000 . + Therefore, | 
a am always attentive to the Execution of you! 
5 | Deſigns 
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Deſigns, am of Opinion, That the Depuy 
ſhould b. kept back, but the Decrce oi cio- 
mage ſhould be ſent, that, the. Charge might 
be cas d. and the publick Put be latisfy'd. ar 
the fame Time The iame Tovy is aſſeſsd 
at 3000 Setterces, paid yearly, to detray the 
travelling Expences of a Deputy, ſent With a 


jon! publick Complement to the Governor of. 
ni. S /a. 1 imagine, that all this Coſt may be [pa 


for rhe future; * beg your to inform me of 
your Sentiments, in order to confirm my Mea- 
ſures, rl to correct my Miſtakes. 


| 1 8 5 i | 
* A J A N to P LIN. 


The ANW EX 
1 
By the Same, | 


OU ated 8 well, my dear Pliny, 
in faving the 12090 Seſterccs, which the 
© Byzantines low d the Deputy they annually 
: ſent, to renew the Aſſurances of their Submit- 
2 ſion to my Government; Their Decree alone, 
convey'd by your Hands, will be ſufficient: 
And the Governor of Meſia ſhall excuſe them, 
ik they do not make their Court to him alter 

ſo expenſive a manner. 
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532 PLINY's Epiſtles, 
EIS TL LIV. 
To T R A JAN. |. 
Upon the Period of Charters. 1 
By the Same. 


E pleasd to inform me, and adjuſt my 

Doubt, relating to the Patents of Privi- 
leges, whoſe Time is expir d, whether they 
ought to be obſerved, and how long. I am 
afraid, during my preſent Suſpence, of a Mi. 
ſtake on either Side, either by confirming what 
is lawful, or obſtructing what is neceſſary. 


EPISTLE LV. 


i! bil 


A Trajan 76 Piiny. 


The ANSWER. 


By the Same. 7 


P ATENTS, whoſe Term | is elaps d, ought 
to have no Authority; therefore, J make 
it a particular Rule to my ſelf to ſend new Pa- 
tents throughout all the Provinces, before they 
can be ſtrictly wanted. 


E18 


ught 
nake 
V Pa- 
they 


IST, 


<4 
a. 
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EpisSTLE LVL ; 
To TRAJAN. 


On the Accounts of APAME A. 
By the Same. 


* 


N my taking a View ofthe publick Debts, 
the Revenue, and Expences of Apamea, 

it was repreſentcd to me, that it was indeed, 
the univerſal Deſire of the Inhabitants, that 1 
ſhould examine the Accounts of their Town; 
yet that they never were enquir'd into by any 
of the Proconſuls; and that they had a Privi- 
lege, and a very ancient Cuſtom of regulating 


E their Body according to their own Pleaſure. I 


requir'd a Bill of their Allegations, and have 


diſpatch d it to you, as I receivd it; though l 


found the greateſt Part of it was foreign to the 


: preſent Queſtion: I beg your Directions, how 


l Iought to proceed; for J am afraid, it ſhould 
be thought, that I either exceeded, or came 


| ſhort of my Duty. 
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224% Priny's Epiſtles, 
EPpisTLE EVIL 
 Taxxjan 10 PLINY 1. 


The AN s W E R. 
By the Same. 


* HE Apamean Bill, annex d to your Let 
ter, has made it needle for me to weigh 
their Kcaſons tor hiding their Accounts from 
the Proconiuls, and yet, not refuſinꝑ you that 
Liberty. The Honeſty oi thoſe Men ought 
to be rewarded, and J would make them ſen- 
ſidlc, that the Tffpection you will make, by 
Order, ſhall fir! in the leaſt derogate from 
thr won and DHiiteges: $430 121 


C47] 43? 


Feier vw. 


2% TXAIAN. 


On 4 Temple fo be remocd 4 or repair d. 
| By the Same. 


Brose my Arrival, the In 
comedia began to build new Forum, 
contiguous to the former. "lbs es ot 
it was found a very old Temple ot Cybele, that 
muſt either be repair'd or remov'd,chiefly becauſe 
it is much lower than this new Work, which 
is now raisd to a conſiderable Height, When 

] ict 


pens of Ni. 


ef 


VEL 


Prinv's Epiſtles. 526 
I ſet about informing my ſelf, whether it had 
any Conſecration, I found the Cuſtom diffe- 
rent from ours at Rome. Bc pleasd to conſi- 
der, whether a Temple, not ſolemnly canſe- 
crated, may be remov'd, without any Prejudice 


to Religion; otherwiſe it would be extreamly 
commodious, it that be no Obſtacle. 


© Ep1sTLE LIX. 
TrAajan % PLiNy. 
The ANSWER. 

By the Same. 


V OU may, without the leaſt Scruple, my 
Dear Pliny, if the Nature of the Place 


= demands it, tranſlate the Temple of Cybele, 


into a more convenient Quarter: Nor let it 
give you any Embarraſſment, that the Act of 
its Dedication, does not appear, The Territo- 
ry of a foreign City is not capable of 


1 that Solemnity, which is peculiar to the No. 
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$36 PIINx's Epiſtles. 
EIS Tr IX. 
To TRAJAN. 
On his Acceſſion-Day. 


By tac Same. 


E have celebrated with due Marks cf 

ſoy, the Day in which you at once! 
undertook and ſavd the Empire; imploring ſy 
the Gods to preſerve you late and happy to Br 
Mankind; whoſe Repoſe and Security depends . 
upon your own. At the Head of your Troop! Wi | 
in this Place, and of all the People, I renew 
my Oath of Loyalty in the ordinary manner, 
I was follow'd by all; and the whole boi 


ſignaliz'd their Zeal with rhe utmoſt Emula- 
tion. 


E v1iSTLE. IXI. 


TRA AN o PLINY. 
The ANSWER. 


By the Same. 


1 Hear with great Satisfaction, by your Letter, 
my Dear Plhny, with what Solemnity and 
Rejoycing, you celebrated the Day of my Ac- 
cellion to the Empire, at the Head of my 
Forces, and of the * of the Province 

| E P. 


Priny's Epiſtles. 537 
Ep1STLE LXII. 

To TRAJAN. 

On the Publick Money. 


wy By the Same. 

ring 

to HE Publick Money, is, and has been le- 
ends vy d by your wiſe foreſight, and my Obe- 
oOps Ficnce to your Orders; but I am afraid, it 
cwd il lic dead and uſeleſs. We have ſeldom 


4 never an Opportunity to make a Purchaſe; 
Ind few are willing to be indebted to a Body 
Corporate, eſpecially at Twelve per Cent. In- 
lereſt, and upon the ſame Foot, as to private 
Pcrions. It is therefore worthy of your Deli- 
peration, whether it will be proper to lower 
: the Premium, and by that means invite ſuch 
Men to take up the Money, as will be capable 
of that Truſt: And if this will not engage 
hem, whether the Caſh ſhould not be 4 1 
fic among the Decurions, upon good Secu- 
ity, to improve it for the Community: Tho 
* may be averſe to this, and apt to decline 


ttcr, It, yet it will be leſs diſagreeable to them, 
a” CE an eaſier Intereſt is appointed. | 

p C- g i 

m 3 
: / EFPIST 
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EPISTLE LXIII. 


TRA AN % PIN V. 


The ANSWER. 
By the Same. 


Am as ſenſible as you can be, that our oni 

Remedy is to leſſen the Intereſt, in ord 
to find a rcadier Turn for the publick Mona 
The Rate of it you will adjuſt by the Nu, 
ber of the Borrowers. But it does not ſuit h 
Juſtice of my Time to compel any Man ir 
a Loan that may perhaps be no Advantage 1 
him. 


— 


EP Is TILE; LXIV. 


7 TRAINAN. 
4 Queſtion pon an Exile. 
By the Same. 
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Humbly and oratefally acknowledge ta 
Honour you have done me, in giving me 
Light, among the moſt important Affairs, upoi 
ſuch Points as 1 have ſubmitted to you. Ino 
beſcech the lame Favour. A certain Per{ol 
lately came to me, and inform'd me, that 1 
Adverſaries in Law, - againſt whom he had pte 


curd 'a Sentence of Paniſhment {or Three 
trom 
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PLIN VS Epiſtles. 839 
In Srviluus Calvus, an Officer of grcat 
M tir, ſtill remain'd in the Province. On the 
| \cary they affitg1'd, that they had been re- 
by the ſame, and they produc'd the War- 
tor it. This oblig'd me to refer the whole 
ter to your ſelf. For as it is your ſtanding 
er, that 1 thall not reinſtate any, who have 
onen baniſh'd, either by another, or by my ſelf, 
find no determinate Rule in the Caſe of 


Ore ' N 
onen, as have been baniſh'd and reſtord by 
Nun ther. Therefore it was my Duty to conſult 


lit Hur Opinion, how they are to be treated, who 
ine been banith'd for ever, and yet have been 
0 1 Ind in the Province, tho' unreſtor d. For 
Queſtion has alſo lain before me. One 
Is brought to me, who had been ſent into 
petual Exile by Julius Baſſus, the Procon- 
f I knew chil all the Acts of Baſſus had 
Jen annull'd, and a Right given by the Se- 


te to all that had been Doncertrtl in his De- 


60 ions, to begin ail anew for two Years only, 

5 | ask'd the Perſon, whom he had-baniſh'd, 

Ficther he had intorm'd the Proconſul. He 

twer'd, No. This has reduc d me to ask your 
;c u Fentiments, whether his Puniſhment is again 
i e cake Place, or another of a heavier kind; 
Pod how this Man, or others in the like 2 
I Fumſtances, are to be proceeded upon. I 
criol 


Wave annex'd the Decree of Caluus, and the 


at ia, and the Decree of Baſſus, to their Let- 
7 :ree 4 
$70 


EpisrT, 


* 


540 P LIN 's Epiſle. 


EPISTLE IXV. che 


TrxajantPLINY. 


By the Same. _ 


H OW they muſt be diſpos d of, who hui 
been baniſh'd for three Years by PH eh. 
as Seruvilus Caluus, the Proconſul, and i Hine. 
mediately reſtor'd by this Edict, have yet ſta 
in the Province, I ſhall direct you in my nafſcriti 
as ſoon as 1 hear the Cauſe of this Fact fi ms 
Catuus. He that was ſentencd to perpeti ecre 
Baniſhment by Julius Baſſus, ſince he ¶ pur 
the Privilege to plead in Bar for two Years, Madict 
he thought himiclf unjuſtly baniſh'd, andi Hv 
not plead it, and yet continu'd in the Proving rim 
ought to be (ent in Fetters to the Officers oi co 
my Prætorium. For it is not ſufficient to ten 
mand him to his former Puniſhment, eri. 
has cluded it by his Diſobedience. bio 
—— — — — pn e 
EPISTLE LXVI. : 
To TRAJAN. 
On Leave to abſent upon a Summons. | 

By the Same. | | [ 

HEN I calld a Bench, and open d the ay 
Seſſion, Flauius Archippus began to pe, 


tition for the Liberty of not ſerving upon 5 
il 


PLiny's Epiſtles. 541 
che Quality of a Philoſopher. Some af- 
f m'd, that he ought not only to bedifpens'd 
Fith, as to the Neceſlity of aſſiſting, but 
aht to be entirely remov'd from the Num- 
+ r of the Judges, and re- committed to that 
niſhment, which he had cſcap'd, by break- 
Ig out of Priſon: The Sentence of Velius 
SP :/us, the Proconſul, was read, which prov'd 
| rehipphs to have been condemn'd to the 
nd ines, for Forgery. He produc'd no Evidence 
t ſta che Repeal of it; yet he alledg'd for it a 
y ne F tition he offcr'd to Domitian, ad the re- 
t troWSmmendatory Letters of Domitian, and a 
'pctulWeccree of the Pruſians. To theſe, he added 
he Hur Letters, written to himſelf, your Father's 
cars, Madict and Epiſtle, by which he ratify'd the 
and Wavours granted him by Domitzan. Thus tho 
ovingFrimes of that Nature were imputed to him; 
ccrs 0 could decide nothing, without knowing your 
to intention, about an Affair, which appear d to 
* vi Wcrit your particular Determination. I have 
bjoin d to this Letter what has been offer'd 
En either ſide. 


The EpISTLE of DOMITIAN, to 
 TERENTIUS MAXIMUS. 


Parius Archippus, the Philoſopher, has ob- 
tain d my Warrant, to purchaſe about Pruſa 

| 4 Eſtate of 600000 Sefterces for the Mainte- 
ah i once of his Family. I give him a Commiſſion 


in * 


d the 


642 PLINI's Epiſtles. | 
for that purpoſe, and enjoyn you to put 1h f 
Sum _ rhe Account 4 my Bounty. | 


From che Same, to LU CI U S APPIU 
MOONS: © - :0Y 


Recommend to Tot [Lrchippus the Phil | 
' pher, a good Man, whoſe Contut? it 
fr crable to his Profeſſion. *Grue him an en 
Protection in all that be Can houourab!y 


fire of you. 


The E D 1 * T f N. * RVA, be dds Mn | 
the G O Ds. | — f 


cc D Duties the Felicity and Milne I 
cc our Reign, O ye Romans, doit ; 
1 ſelf ordain ſome Things, without an «i 
« preſs Conſtitution ; nor is a good Prince 
cc be look d upon only in that View, in wail 1 
* it is ſufficient for him to be barely knovn|if 
« ſince every one of my Subjects may afin 
cc himſelf, that I have all along prefcrr'd tit ti D 
common Safety to my private Repoſe; i 
cc order to confer new Marks of Favour wil 
< a chearful Hand, and maintain thoſe; whiid|ſ 


ec have been already granted. Vet, leaſt it:l 


« Feat and Diffidence of thoſe, who have oi 
« tain'd them, or the Memory of him wh 
« allow'd them, ſhould give the ſmalleſt chec 
« to the publick Joy, I "think it equally ne 
of ceſſary and advantageous, to obviate al 

cc „Doub "ts 
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Doubts by my own Indulgence. I would 
not have any Perſon think, that if he has 

obiaind a publick or a private Privilege 
from my Pfedeceflors, L ſhould revoke it, 
purely that he may owe the Confirmation of it 
to my ſeit; nor ſhall any Acknowledg- 


Pb cots to me, be under aNeceſlity of being 
17 attended. with new Petitions, Let thoſe, who 
2 en have received no Favours from me, giveme 
69 4 leave. to dif} ence them freely; me, whom 


F- thc Fortune of the Empire has regarded 
With a better Eye, and let them know, that 
what they do not yet enjoy, is ill to be 
fol icited of me | 


acl From the Say 16, to TULLI US 
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net | 'INCE the Reowation of all Things, 
wil which have! been enter d 1 bn, and accom- 
now pe in former Times, is ſtill to be obſeryd ; 
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| Ep1sTLE LXVIL 

T0 T R A J AN. ; ot 

Accus 

On the Affair of AR HIPPUS. I Pius 


By the Same. FPkcv 
= ov 


inc E 


Lavius Arc hippus, has conjur d me by yo 

Sacred Life, and deſtin'd Immortality, wi 
ſend you the Bill, which he preſented me. 
thought my (elf obligd to grant a Requeſ* 
offer d in thoſe Terms, yet, not till I had i 
form'd her of it, who accus'd him, (from whonſ 
likewiſe I receivd another Bill, which is a 


reſolve upon what is proper to be determine ſh 
as if you had heard both Parties, N 


—B — 


EPpISTLE LXVIII. 


TRAIJAN O PLIN r. 
The ANSWER. 
By the Same. 


Omitian, perhaps, might be a Strange. 

to the true State of Archippus, when he 
wrote ſo many honourable Things of him; 
but it is more agreeable to my Nature to be. 
lieve, that Prince was more inclin'd to reſtorc 
him by his own Interpoſition. Eſpecially, we 7 
I the 


2 
4 
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ine Honour of ſo many Statucs was decreed him 
Sy thoſe, who were ignorant of his Sentence 
rom Paulus the Proconſul. Yet this ought 
pot to binder a Procels againſt him, if he be 
nccus d of any new Crime. I have read th 
. [FBills of Furia Prima, his Accuſer, and thoſe 
Þkewilc of Archiypus himſelt, which you tent 
Pith your Letter, 


E LXIX. 


* An 


On the Lale abcvi-mation d. 
By the Same. 


T is with much Foreſight that you declar d 
your Apprchenſion, lcaſt the Lake once let 
Ito the River, and then by a neceſſary Con- 
quence into the Sea, ſhould entirely be ex— 
Huſted; but I think, 1 have found out a Re- 
hedy for that Inconvenience. For the Lake 
hay be brought by a Canal as far as the Ri- 
ger, without falling into it, but be ſeparated 
2 4 held in by a Bank, left for the Purpole. 
Thus the Advantage ill be the ſame, as if it 
JÞin'd the River and yet it ſhall not mingle 
F th it, For it will be caſy to convey into 
e River, over this little ſlip of dry Ground, 
{1 chat ſhall be freighted upon the Lake. And 
is muſt be the Cale, if (as I hope the contra- 
) there ſhall be any Neceſlity. For the Lake 
: = 19 
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is deep enough of itſelf, and now ſends ou 
a Stream from the oppoſite Side. Now iff} 
we ſtop that Water courſe, and turn it backf ? 
to our own Ule; the Lake may diſcharge on 
the other Part, as great a Quantity of Watet 
as it now affords that way, without any De! 
triment. Beſides, ſeveral Rivulets fall down 3 
into that Space of Ground, where the Can] 
is drawn; which, if they were carefully col-þ * 
lected, would encreaſe the Lake-Water. uf 
if you had rather make the Canal longer ani] 
narrower, and bring it to a Level with the Ses 
and not diſembogue it into. the River, bu 
into the Sca it ſelf, the Repercuſſion and R 
ſiſtance of the Sea water will keep in and 
ling backward the Water that flows from tic 75 
Lake. And if the Nature of the Place ha? 
not thrown theſe Helps in our way, we might re! 
have met with a ready Expedient, and that 5 — 
to regulate the Courſe of the Water by pro- 
per Dykes. But all theſe Things will be inf. 
nitcly better underſtood and apply'd, by a Le. 
veller, who indeed ſhould be ſent hither by 
your ſelf, according to your Promiſe. Fa Z 
it is an Undertaking worthy of your MagurF 
ficence and Attention. In the mean Tim: F 
I have written according to your Command 
to Calphurnius Macer, an Officer of Wort 
and Character, to ſend me a Leveller as wel? 
qualified for the Purpoſe as poſlible. | 


| Cn ff 
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du. EE 

wiih EPISTLE LXX. 

bach! | 

eon E RAJAN 20P LINK 

ws i The ANSWER. 

ownk | By the Same. 

and] 


coll 18 is very apparent, my Dear Pliny, that you 


Pub have neither been wanting in Prudence nor 
ane! Diligence, as to the Lake you mention, ſince 
Ses! You have taken fo many Precautions, to pre- 


bu vent the draining, and improve the future uſe- 
Re. fulneſs of it. Fix upon what means the Thing 
and itſelf ſhall chiefly recommend to you. ] believe 
E Macer will contrive a Method to 


n the 
hal furniſh you with a Leveller; for thoſe Provinces 


nicht are not deſtitute of that ſort of Workmen, 
4 E . 


2 1ntt- 
ond | To I RAJAN. 
ra On the Servitude of Free. born Children. 
[agar | 
Time, 
N and, j 
Vorn 
; well 


N * 
EIS TREO ST, | HS; 


By the Same. 


T is a great Queſtion, and one that affects 
the whole Province, that of the State and 
Maintenance of Infants, call d, the Exposd. I 


Yar in the Conſtitutions of your Predeceſlors, 


Ee hnat relates to the Bithynians, and therefore 


Nn 2 z dclirg 


| 1 | 
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deſire your Commands about it; for I could a 
not be fatisfy'd with meer Precedents, in 23 Ire 
Thing, that can only be ſettled by your Au-P ny 
thoritv. An Edict was read to me, faid to be! 5 7 
made by Auguſtus, relating to Anmia; as allo | 
Letters of LYeſpatian and Titus to the Lace: iT 
mouians, and afterwards to the Achæans; ſo of So 
Domitian to Avidins Nigrinus, and Armeii 
#s Brocchas, Proconſuls, and to the Lace 
2914s; 1 did not ſend theſe Letters to ya 
becauſe they appear'd to me to be not in goolſ 
Order, and to contain ſome things that are i 
able to Suſpicion, and becauſe J imagin'd i) 
authentick and corrc& Copies of them wet | 
among your Archives. Iv 


2 


ErIsTLE IXXII. 
TRAIAN h PLIINV. 
The ANSWER. 

By the Same. : 
HE Queſtion about Children, who art N 8 
free born, then expos'd, and after taken; 


up by certain Perſons, and educated in Slavery 
has been otten conſider'd. Nor is there all) 


General Rule appointed for all Provinces among 
the Conſtitutions of the Princes my Predeceſ 
lors, There are indeed extant, the Epiſtles of 
Domitian to Avidius Nigrinus, and Armen. 
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od! | us Brocchus,which ought perhaps to he oblerv'd ; 


in 3 


Au- 5 | {3 
=_ And therefore I think we ought not to retuic 
* Liberty to thoſe, who ſhall claim it upon that 
1 Foundation; nor yet oblige them to purchaſe 


ſo qa 
been afforded them. 


but Bithynia is not in the Number of tke 
Provinccs, that are provided for in his Reſcript. 


it with the coſt of the Maintenance that has 


. 8 9 * 


Epis Tr 5371 
AI 


n the Tranſlation of the Aſhes of deceas'd 
Relations. 


By the Same. 


N aPctition of ſeveral Perſons for my 
leave to tranſlate from one Place to anv- 
ther, the Relicks of their Friends, whole NMo- 
numents have been overthrown, either by the 
Injury of Time, or the Inundations of Rivers, 

or any other Accidents of that Nature, accord- 
ing to the Practice of my Predeceſſors; ſince 
„ that in Nome, the College of the Pon- 

tits was utually conſulted in theſe Cates, | 
thought my ſelf oblig'd to deſire your Opini- 
on, as the Head of the Pontifical Body. 
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| EPISTLEE LXXIV. 
TRAIAN 7% PLINV. 
The ANSWER. 
By tne Same. 


I would be a Hardſhip to impoſe a Neceſſ. 


ty upon the Inhabitants of the Province | 


of Sol ing to the Pontiffs, when they are de. 
ſirous, for tome juſt Reaſons, to ſhift the Re- 
mains of their Friends from one Place to ano. 


ther. Therefore, you ſhonld rather follow the 
Example of former Governours of that Pro 
vince, and grant or refuſe this Permiſſion to 7 


them, according to the Juſtice of the Appl. 
cation. 


EPIS TI. E LXXV. 


fo Dan 
On the erecting of a Bath at Pruſa. 


Dy the Same. 
PON Enquiry at Pruſa, where the Bath 


Cans to provide, I was much taken 
with a Place, on which, as they tell me, there 
was a beautiful Houſe ſtanding, now an un. 
lightly Ruin. For it will give us this Advat- 
Page, to cmbellifh the Town, that is not ver} 

handlon; 0 


em te nab oe Ha erin) phe Eo W 1 * * a 
1 2 . / 1 2 2 — g Ree 5 8 . 7 * Vx; 25 1 
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ſhould be built, which you allow'd e 
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nandſome, and enlarge it, without removing 
; | any of its Structures: but rather to rebuild with 
| N | a better Grace, what has been deſtroy d by An- 
iquity, The State of the Houſe is this. C/au- 
ius Polyenus left it for a Legacy to Claudius 
e and order d a Temple to be rais'd to 
bim. in 4 Colonnade, and the reſt of the Houſe 
to be let, from which the City for ſome Time 
; . Iirceivd an Income. After this, the Houſe 
and Colonnade fell entirely to Ruin, partly 
by the Aſſaults of Robbers, and partly by 
want of Care ; ſo that at preſent, ſcarce 
any Part of it is left, but the Foundation; 
which the City will be much oblig d to your 
vou if you will freely confer upon it, or 
order it to be ſold to them, on Account of the 
Conveniency of the Place. I think, if you 
give me leave, to place the Bath in open 
Court, and encompaſs the Place where the 
. Buildings ſtood, with Seats and Galleries, and 
1 | dedicate it to your ſelt, by whoſe Bounty, it 
will become an elegant Fabrick, and worthy 
1 of your Great Name. I have ſent you a Copy 
of the Will, tho an incorrect one, by which 
you will find, that Polhænus left ſeveral Things 
Ban] to adorn the Houle, which, like it ſelf, are all 
d the loſt, yet, as far as poſſible, ſhall be ſearch d 
taken for by me. 
there 
1 un. 5 | 
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, LXXVI. 


10 PLIN v. 


The ANSW ER. 
| Dy the Same. 


TRAJAN 


may aol that ruinous Houſe and 
Court, which you ſay arc now empty 


W. 


among the Prafſtaus, for the erecting of a Bath 
Vet, you did not clearly explain your ſelf, whe-Þþ 
ther a Temple was raiſed to Claudius in th 
Colonnade; for, if ſo, tho the Houſe be in 1 
Ruins, the Place is poſſeſs d by that AQ oi 


Religion 


c_T = 
i 4 


| ErisrLE LXXVII. 
To ͤ-TRAJAN. 
On the Birth-Rights of Children. 
| By the Same. 


| ()* the preſſing Inflnces of ſeveral Per- 


lons, to take into my Confidcration ſome 


F o:nts relating to the Acknowledgment ot Chil- 
dren, and he adjuſting of their Birth rights, 
according to a Letter from Domitian to AM 
untius Rufus, and the Methods of former 
Covernours, I had rccoutſe to an Act of the 


Senate 


- | 5 
i Priinv's Epiſtles 663 
2 Senate upon that Head but ic ouly memiond 
Ithole Provinces, which are govern'd by Pro- 
conſuls; and therefore 1 4 the whole 
„Matter, till 1 could have your lniiructions how 
_ Mo POO nn 


— 


— 


— * 


EPIST1L E ILXXVIIII. 


TRAIAN to Pm. 


The ANSWER. 
By the Same. 


| As ſoon as I receive from you that Decree 

of the Senate, upon which you raiſe a 
Doubt, I ſhall be able to pronounce, whether 
it belongs to your Office to take Cognizance 
of the owning of Children, and the ſettling of 
5 their native Rights and Properties. 


- — * 


_ 4 — 


Eis TLE LXXIX. 
l To Txrxajan. 
05 a Com ment of a Perſon deceas J; ta the 
£ Emperor. 
By the Same. 


per- Ulius Largus, of the Province of Pio, 
one | one, whom I never had ſeen, or heard ot 
Wl g Tee in your judę ment and Choice 
ghts, ot me, has charg'd me with the Commiſſion 
Mi. of paying his laſt Reipects and Duty io you. 
mer He has defir'd me in his Will to take a Perional 
t the Vicw of his Eſtate, and after a Sum of 50000 
nate Seſterces 
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Seſterces raisd upon it, to return all the K 
mainder to the Heracleots, and the Theani] Jopol 
leaving it {till to my Diſcretion, either to ere 
ſuch Buildings with it, as ſhould be ſacred eu Ind 
your Honour, or inſtitute publick Games, tob|&rtul 
held every five Years; that -ſhould be call Inha 
the Trajan Games. I thought it my Duty u ine v 
apprize you of it, in order to fix my Choia f E 
about it. 1 
8 — — —| Finc 
EPISTLE LXXX. E 
TRNAIJANTFOPLIN V. 
The ANSWER. 


By the Same. N 

J lius Largus has placd a Confidence iſh 
you, equal to that of a thorough Acquain- | 
tance with you. It is therefore your Bulinch ; 
to examine what is the moſt proper way, ac 
cording to the Cultom of the Country, to im 
een his Memory, and to put it in P.. or 
ctice. | OT 


EPISTLE LXXXI. = | WD. 

To TRAJAN. rot 

On the Plac; mg of a Centurion in 4 City Ca 
By the Same. : pro 


Othing could be more provident, than the [ It 

Orders you gave Caiphurnius Macer (who Lek 

is a very worihy Man) to fend a Captain ofa Mi? 

Hundred, in 1 the Legions, to By Zantium. be Pa 
pleasd 
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e u Nieasd to conſider, whether the People of Ju- 
lan Jopolis do not merit the fame Favour, It is 
creo A very ſmall Town, loaded with great Charges, 
eden Ind the more aggricv'd, as it is the leſs pow- 
tobÞ&rfal. Whatever Favours you confer upon the 
call Inhabitants of Juliopolis will be extended to 
ity of ne whole Province. For it is at the Entrance 


hola $f Bithynia, and aftords a Paſſage to an infi- 
ite Number of Men travelling into that Pro- 
— FInCc. 


= E 
"BH TzxajaniPLINY. 
The ANSWER. 


By the Same. 


Jun THE State of Byzantium is ſo confidera- 
inc ble by the Concourſe of thoſe, who re- 
7, a0 bort to it from all Parts; that, according to 


ce u 


0 in the Uſage ot paſt Times, we have given it the 
Pr Honour and the Guard of a Legionary Centu- 


ion. If we allow the ſame Grace to the Ju- 
— lopolitans, we ſhould involve our ſelves in a 

Precedent. More would chalenge the like Fa- 
vour, with the better Colour, in Proportion 
| to their Weakneſs. I have that Truſt in your 
| 5 Care, as to perſwade myſelf you will take all 
proper Meaſures, to protect it from Injuries. 
If any act contrary to my Orders, let them be 
repreſs d forthwith; or if the Action requires 
a farther Notice, let it be puniſh'd. If the 
Parties offending be Soldiers, inform their 


Licutenants 
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Licutcnants of what comes to your Hands; o 


it they be ſuch Perſons as are upon their Ref he 0 
turn towar. 18 leome,; give me Advice of it. * 
1 5 e © 
EPISTLE LXXXIII. both 

Paar 

To 3 R AT AN. nde 


2 (C1 
ploy 
por 
3 
ere 
pn'd 
pol 
1 and 


On the Age of ſome Publick Officers, 


By the Same. 


HE ZPompeian Law, obſcrv'd in Bithii 
nia, has prohibited the entering up 

any Othce, or taking a Place in the Sena 
before the Age of Thirty Years: The fa 
Law cnaGs, tut hCy who have been in ti 
Magiſtracy, may be in the Senate. Auruſu 
put out an Edict atterwards, permitting tho 
who were under Thirty, that is, thoſe of ,, 
Age of twenty two Ycars, to aſſume the NW 
piltracy. Therefore, the Queſtion is, wheti 
Re, who has before bore an Office, und 
Thirty, may be cali'd by the Centors into t. 
Houlic; and, if to, whether any of thoſe, wid 
hare not ſuſtained an Office, may, by the (am 
Conſtruction, be choſen a Senator at an Av 
when he is alow'd to have a Poſt in the May 
firacy. This has been hitherto often pract's 
and is ſaid to be neceſſary; becauſe it is ſome 
thing beiter tor the Sons of Men of good f inc 
milics to come into che ow” e, then thole off the 
i" 
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upon | pn d my Addreſs to you, for your Sentiments 
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i ; he common People. Thoſe who arc appoint- 
1 tf 4 Ccnſors, ask d my Opinion; I declard my 


thoughts, that they who had been in an Of- 


ce, under Thirty, might be call d into the Houſe 
poth by the Edict of Auguſtus, and the Pom- 
dan Law; becauſe Auguſtus had allow'd Men 
nder Thirty, to be Magiſtrates, and that Law 


tended ſuch to be Senators, as had been em- 


$10y'd in the Magiſtracy. But I was in Doubt, 
pon thoſe who had not bore an Office, tho 


ey were of the ſame Age with others, who 
ere ailow'd that Privilege: This has occaſi- 


Þpon ir. I have cnclos'd the Heads of the Law, 


Ind the Edict of Auguſtus in this Pacquet. 


3 BY 3 
* 4 „ S 


EyPISTLE. LAXXIV. 
Trxajſanto PLixy. 
The ANSWER. 

By the Same. 


| Come entirely into your Opinion, that the 
Edict of Auguſtus has ſo far repcal'd the 
Pompeian Law, in allowing thoſe who are at 
the Age of Twenty two compleat, to beat an 
Y office; and ſuch as had cxcrcisd an Office, to 
enter into the Senate of every City. But as for 
thoſe, who have not bore an Office, and are 
incapable of it, as under Thirty, 1 do not think 
they can be Senators in any Place whatever. 
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EPISTLE LXXXV. 
To TRAJAN. 


A Cauſe about Toum-Work. 
By the Same. 


URING the Time that I ſtaid at Pra & 
| which is ſituated near the Mountain 0.8% 
Iympus, and was diſpatching ſome Publick A 
fairs at my Lodging, refolv'd to depart th 
ſame Day, Aſclepiages, a M agiſtrate, brougi 
me Word, that Claudius Eumolpus was ciel { 
to appear before me, about a Demand made h 
Coccejanus Dion in the Common Council a 
that Town, for Work undertaken by him, th 
Account of which he would have receivd b 
the Council. Eumolpus, who ſtood pleading 
near Flavius Archippus, urg d, that an Eft 
mate of the Work ought to be requir'd of Dim, 
before it was allow d by the Townſhip, becauſ 
he had not perform his Duty in it: To this cl 
he added a Remark, that your Statue was ſet V4! 

up in the ſame Work, and that the Bodies of Yet 
the Wife and Sons of Dion, lately deceasd 
were there interr'd, and inſiſted upon my de. 
ciding the Cauſe in open Court. When I im. 
mediately agreed to this Motion, and declare, 
I would put off my Journey for it, he deſir d 
me to allow a longer time for preparing the 
Cauſe, and to ſit upon it in ſome other City. 
To this! reply'd, that I would hear it at A'zcea; 

Where 
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schere, as ſoon as I came upon the Bench, the 
"ame Eumolpus began to pray an adjournment 
2 as if he had not perfected his Inſtructions, 
put Dion, on the other hand, requir'd a preſent 
Piſpatch: Several Things were offer'd on 
5 poth ſides, that touch'd indeed, the main of 
the Queſtion; I thought it neceſſary to defer it, 
and deliberate farther upon a Caſe that would 
make a Precedent, and therefore I demanded 
(Copies of the Allegations of both Parties. For 
1y Deſign was chicfly, that you ſhould re-con- 
ider what was propos d, in their own Language. 
Dion engag d to give me in a Bill; Eumolpus 
Eniwer'd, that he would comprize all that he 
ſu d for the Townſhip, in another. But as to 
the Interrd, he alledg'd, that he was not the 
Accuſer of Dion, but the Advocate of Flavins 
im Archippus, whom he ſervd with regard tothe 
Work only. Archippus, near whom Eu- 
iolpus pleaded, as at Pruſa, ſaid, that he would 
deliver his Charge in Writing to me; thus, nei- 
. ther E umolpus, nor Archippus, tho' we have 
waited for them a conſiderable time, have as 
yet given in their reſpective Declarations. Dion 
has put his Inſtrument into my Hands, which 
have ſent with this Letter. I was upon the 
ſpot in Perſon, and ſaw your Statue erected in 
Ba Library. The Place, where the Wife and 
Sons of Dion arc reported to be bury d, is in 
2 Court, enclos d with a Gallery. I beg your 
| particular Directions in this Diſpute, ſince the 
bk of the * re upon it, and it is very 
neceſſary 
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neceſſary to conſider well a Matter, that is tof 
be debatcd in a publick Hearing, and is coun. ] 
tenancd by more than one e Inſtance. 4 


* * EW 


3 


„ LXXXVI. 


Tx AJAN x #0PLINT. 
The ANSWER. 


Py tne Same. 


OV nceded not to have heſitated upon the + 

Queſlion you thought it proper to propo 
to me. Since you well knew my Intention Wt 
is, not to draw a Reſpect to my Name from 
tac fcar or awe of Men, or thc dread of 1 
Charge of diſreſpect to my Crown and Digni 
ty. Therefore waving that part of the Queſti 
on, which I wouid nor admit, tho'it were ſup 
ported by Examples, the Account of the whole 
Work pertorm'd by Cocceſanus Dion, ought to 
be diſcuſsd by your Care; ſince the Intereſt of BR 
the City requires it, and Dion either does rot; Wy 
or ought not, refuſe it. 


r 
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EP1STLE LXXXVII. 

= 0 TRAIAN. 

On an Addreſs tranſcuitted to him. 
i By the Same. 

0 N the publick Deſire of the People of Ni- 
cea, _ all that is, and ihould ve the moſt 

| Worn to me, your Health and Immortatiry, 

hat 1 ſhould convey their Petition to you, 1 

did not think it lawful for me to deny the Re- 


| Queſt; and therefore I have put the Writing to 
tte ius Letter. | 


pose z 

ion? 5 225 
from EPISTI LXXXV1IIL 

of | | 

ied 'T RAJAN 70 PLIN v. 
nel The ANSWER; 

 1up- | | 

hole 4 By the Same. 


ht 10 OU muſt attend the Affair of the Nice- 
lt of \ ans, who claim a Right of recovering the 
nag nkerirances of their een, who die Inte- 
tate, from a Grant of Auguſtus, of bleſſed 
! ö emory : You ſhould convene all Parties who 
gre Intereſted in this Matter, and take in the 
Aſſiſtance of Virdius Gemellinus, and Epima- 
by my Freedmen, both my Officers; that, 
Itter a careful Survey of the Reaſons offer'd 
to the contrary, you may come to the mott 
ſuitable Determination. 
[2 Oo | Ee18T, | 


18 7. 


Pe 
XZ 
fs 
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EPisTRE LXXXIX. 


To TRAIAN. 
A Birth-day Compliment. 
By the Same. 


AY we celebrate the preſent and futurÞ? 
Days of your Nativity, with growing Joy 

to our ſelves, and Happineſs to your Sacred 
Perſon! and may you, with eſtabliſh'd Health 4 
and Vigour, add to the Series of your Gre 
Actions, and advance the Glory of your PO Wwe 
and Merit, ever blooming with immon Li 
I raiſe ! £ 


— 
* 


. — 


 EPISTLE XC. 
TRAIJAN 7 PLIN x. 


The ANSWER. 


By the Same. 


1 Acknowledge with Pleaſure, my Dear Pl ; 
your Loyat Withes of encreaſir ing Years and 
Felicity to my ſelf and Proſperity to our Em 

pire. 


3 ö . (> 
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EPISTLE XCI. 


N FAA 


On the want of an AqueduBt. 
By the Same. 


IT HE Inhabitants of Sinope are in want of 
utur Water; I think, a good and plentiful 
Supply of it may be brought hither from a 
actel Diftance of Sixtcen Miles. But near the Foun- 
calth tain- head there is a Place, ſomething above a 
Gren Mile in Length, of a Ground that is ſpongy, 
owe and ſuſpicious. I have otder'd it in the mean 
ord} Time to be examind, at a moderate Charge, 

= whether it may be capable of receiving end 

— © iupporting the Work. 1 ſhall take Care to raiſe 

che neceſſary Sums for it, and we only wait 

for your Indulyence to a Deſign, that will be 
Bagrecable to a very dry and thirſty Colony. 


K 2181 L E XCU. 
1 to PLIN V. 
Pin}, : The A NS WE R. 
's and By the Same. 
Em | | 
URSUE your Scarch into that ſuſpicious 
Ground, whether it will bear an Aqueduct. 
Wa. a Rccruit of Water ought to be 


PISH convey'd into the Colony of Sinove, if 1t can 


Oo 2 procure 
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procure it. by its own Power, ſince it is an Ar 
ticle of the utmoſt Influence, both upon te 
Health and Pleaſure of the inhabitants. 


17 * 


EpisTLE XCIIL- 


To TI RAJAN. 
On Collections for the Poor. 
By the Same. 
MF: HE Amiſen, a free People, and our Al. 


lies, govern themſelves under your gool 1 


Pleaſure, by their own Laws. They have pub 
lickly deliverd to mean Inſtrument relating to 
the Collectors of their Levies. I have ſent i 
with this Letter, that you may conſider, hoy 
far it is to be allow'd or prohibited. 


: no 


TRAJANfoPLINY 


- The ANsSWE R. 
By the Same. 


=. 
Dos os 
2 


FF F the Amiſeni, (whoſe Declaration you ſentÞ : 
in your laſt) are permitted to have Colle. 
Cors, according to the Terms of their Laws 
and the Treaty of Alliance, we ought not to 
obſtruct them; and we ovght the more read: 


fl 


' EpisTLE CXII. [1 
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iy to allow it, if they do not make uſe of them 
FT to countenance Riots and unlawful Aſſemblics, 
but to relieve the Wants of the poorer Sort. 
In other Towns that are ſubje& to our Laws, 
nothing of this Nature is to be ſuffer d. 


4 2 1 


EPISTLE XCV. 
To TRAJAN. 


4 Requeſt in Favour of SUE TONIUS. 


N By the Same. 
good 9 
pub. 


ng to II is now along Time, fince, pleasd with 
nt i © the Temper and Learning of Suetonius, 
hoy bone of the brighteſt Probiry, Honour, and 
2 Underſtanding.) I have made uſe of him as 
a a familiar Companion; and. the more I was 
——— |} acquainted with him, my Value for him was 
7 {till encreasd. There are two Reatons, that 
make it neceſſary for him to be indulg'd the 
Privilege of thoſe, who have three Childien: 
Ne deſerves all the Eſteem and Intereſt of his 
Friends; and his Marriage has not been ſo hap- 
2 py as he propos d: So, that what the III na- 
1 ſem ture of Fortune has deny d him, is ſtill to be 
olle. procur'd from your Goodneſs, by my Appli- 
Laws cation. I am ſenſible how great a Favour I 
not to ask; but I ask it of Ton, whoſe Kindneſs I 

have fully expcrienc'd in all my Deſires. You 
may conclude how greatly I with it; ſince, 


O O 3 were 
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Number with which I declar'd my ſelf con- 


3 To TRAJAN. 
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were I moderately deſirous of it, I would not d 
importune it at this Diſtance. L 


a A - 


EprisTLE XCVI. 
TRAIARN fo PLIN . 
The ANSWER. 


By the Same. 


OU muſt recollect, how ſparing I am of 
theſe Favours, ſince I have often affirmd 
in the Scnate, that I had not exceeded the 


tent, in that illuſtrious Aſſembly; yet I com- 
ply wich your Requeſt; and to convince you 
that I have conferrd the Privilege of thoſe 
who have three Children upon Suetonius Tran. 
quzlitts, upon the cuſtomary Terms, I have 
order d the Entry of it to be regiſter: d. 


m_ 4 


Land oth 


EPISTLE . 


Concerning the Behaviour of the Primitive 
| Chriſtians. 


By Mr. Conn. 


Eo is my conſtant Cuſtom, my Lord and 
Emperor, to refer every Thing to you, which 


N have he Icati doubt or; for who can berter 
| direct 


n «| 
void 

e 
on- 


om 
you 
noſe 
22 
have 


ee 


and 
nich 
erter 
jrect 
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Y dire my wavering Mind, or inſtruct my Ig- 


| T norance? 1 was never preſent at any Inſor- 
4 | mations concerning the Chriſtians, therefore 

am at a Loſs how to procecd againſt them; 
-j 3 far an Information ſhould reach, and 
| 1 what Puniſhment ſhould be inflicted on them. 
4 Beſides, J have had no ſmall Scruple upon me, 
2 whether I ſhould make any Difference of their 


Ages, or diſtinguiſh between the young and 
A tcader, and the Full. grown, and more robuſs 
Sort of them; whether likewiſe, their Repen- 


FJ tance ſhould make Room ſor Pardon; or, if 
one who would revolt from Chriſtianity, which 


* had bcen brought up in, might not receive 
Nen by it: Whether the very Name, 


E without any other Crime, or the Crimes to 
che cohering Name, ſhould be punith'd. 
the mean while, as for thoſe who have been 
brought before 


4 


: ian | have taken this Method. 1 haven, 


in 


Me, and accusd of being Chri- 


rogated them, whether they were Chriſtians: 
lt they have confeſsd that they were, I have 
again, and a third Time, intcrrogated them, 
and threatned them with Puniſhment: If they 
perleverd and ſtood in it, I have order'd them 
eo be carry'd off and puniſh'd. For I was not 
in the leaſt Diſpute with my ſelf, whether their 
Rinficrible Obſtinacy ought to be puniſird or 
no, whatever the Religion was, which they 
| profeſo d. There were others, cqually poſſeſs d 
wich the Wke Madneſs, who, becauſe they 
were Citizens of Nome, were by me noted 
Oo 4 down 


* ERS 2 8 
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down to be ſent into the City; immediately 3 
the Crime diituling iclelf in the ſame Tract a 
i uſual (in the Caies of Peſtilence) more Spe 
cies of them tell in. A little Book (or Libeh 
was put forth without any Name to it, con 
taining the n of ſeveral who deny d them 
cl ves to be Ctiriftians, or that they had been, 
when in my Pretender they call'd upon ou 
Gous, and made their Supplications with Wine] 
and Frankincenic to your Image, which for tha 
Purpoic I commanded to be brought them 
together with the Statue of our Gods, Beſide t. 
tlicy would Curſe the Name' of CEer1s), E 
Which none of thoſe, who were really Chi 
ſtians, could by any manner of Means be 
forc'd to do; for which Reaſon, I thought i 
proper, that the former ſhould be diſmiſsd 
Others, upon Information, were nam'd, «why 
cali'd themſelves Chriſtians, and preſently de 
ny'd it; indecd, they acknowledgd, that they ! 
had been Chriſtians formerly, but had fallen! 
trom them long ago; ſome three Years, ſome Þ 
more: Nay, onc of them affirm'd, that he 
had hcld no Communication with them, for 
twenty Years paſt. All of them fell down in 
Adoration beſore your Image, and the Images Þ ! 
of our Gods; and they allo curs'd the Name 
of CarIsT. They acknowlede'd, that the 
orcateſt of their Fauit or Error, was this: T hat 
they asd, on a ſtated Time, to meet together 
before Day-light, and ſing a Hvnih with one 
another, to Cusn 18 T as Gb, ; and that they 
17 bound 


= — 
— .. ———— ——¶ 
— — — 

— — — by — — 


— 
—— 


. == 5 * 
* — = — — 
— — he _—_ — 3 — > 
— — — — — —— 4 
— — - - _ 


I 
—— 
DE — 


— 
Et —— 
— : 

— 


—— 


— FS = 


—— 


— 
E & - _— 
£ 2 —— — 
— — 
— : 
— EF 
3 ——— 
— = 
p 
« 3 — 
— — 


2 — -2 - * — 2 
- 2— 
— — — > — 


PLIN VS 5" Epiſtles 569 


iatehy oundthemſelves by an Oath, not to do any 
act a AWickedneſs; that they ſhould not rob or ſteal, 
Spe. pr commit Adultery; that they ſhould not 
bel Aeny any Pledge intruited to their Hands, when 
con xalld upon for it: After theſe Things were 
them. pver, their Cuſtom was to break up and de- 
been part, and meet together again to take a Mor- 
ou Fel of Bread, which, notwithſtanding, was pro- 
Wine! zmiſcuous and innocent; but that they left it 
r that off, afrer 1 had iſlu'd out my Edict, in which, 
them! according to your Commands, 1 forbad them 


ſides to keep any Societies. And becauſe I thought 


18% neceſſary, I began to enquire out the Truth, 
Chiu by the Torturing of two Maids, which waited 
is bevpon them; but 1 found nothing in it but an 
ht i odd extravagant ſort of Superſtition, amd there- 


niſsd fore, upon Information made, I have Recourle . - 


who to you for Counſel, For it fcem'd to me, a 
y de Matter which deſerv.d Conſultation, eſpecial- 
they ly by the Reaton of the Numbers of them, 
allen which may endanger the State. For many 
ſome of all Ages and Qualiics, of both Sexes, are 
it he brought upon Tryal, and will continue to be 
, for 1o. For this contagious Superſlition, has not 
/n in overſpread the Cities only, but the Villages and 
nages the Fields; but it ſeems now to be at a ſtand. 


Jame It is certainly true, that our Temples, which 
the were almoſt deſolate, begin to be frequented: 


That and the ſolemn Sacritices, which had been a 
cther long Time intermitted, are now repeated; the 
one Victims likewiſe now walk abroad, whereas 
they before there was ſcarce a Purchaſer to be 
ound found; 
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found; from whence we may caſily conclude 
what a Multitude of Men may be reduc'd if 
there be any room left for Repentance. 


ads 2 1 DAE EL! 8 
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E p ISTLE XCVIIIL. 


TrRajſantPLIiNy. 
The Anſwer. 
By Mr. HENLEY. 


OU have took aright Method in the Pro. 
ſecution of thoſc Chriſtians, who have 
been arraign'd before you; for no certain or 


gencral Rule can be eftabliſh'd in Affairs of 


this Nature. You are not to ſet up an In- 
quiſnion upon them, but if they are brought 
before you, and accus'd, they arc to be pu- 
riſhd; yct fo, that he, who denies himſelf 
to be a Chuiſtian, and proves it in Fact, by 
adoring our Gods, tho he was ſuſpected be- 
ſorc, ſhall bc pardon d upon his Repentance. 
But in no Crime ſhould a Bill of Impeach- 
ment be admitted to take Place, if not Signed 
by ſome mien Perion : Tor this would be 
a very hurttu! Precedent, and unworthy of our 


Reign, 
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EpxorLe XCIX. 
To Il RAJAN. 


On covering a Nuiſance at Amaſtris. 


By che Samc. 


HE Town of 4;a/tris is both Elegant 
and Ornamental; and among the prin- 


| cipal Buildings of it, is a large and beautiful 
Piazza; ali along by the Side of it, is what 
| they call a River, but what is indeed, a nau. 

ſcous Puddle, cqually offenſive tothe Eye and 
| the Smell. It would not be leſs healthful, 
| than meerly decent, to cover it; Which will 
| be compals'd, if you authoriſe me to raiſe the 
Money that will be rcquilite ro defray a 
| Work ſo great as well as neceſlary. 


— — — — — — w ae 


EPISTLE C. 
TRAJaNnN# PLINY. 
The ANSWER. 

By the Lame. 


T is very rcaſonable to vault over that 
Current you ſpeak of in the Town of A- 


| maſtris, if it be unwholſome, as it is now ex- 


pos d. I am perſuaded, that you will ule your 
uſual Care to provide far the Expencc of it. 
Ep. 
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EPISTLE Cl. 
To T RAI AN. 
Vows for the Emperor. 
By the Same. 


V E have paid the Vows of former Veatz 

with great Joy and Alacrity, and have 
racy'd them, with the diſtinguiſhing Zeal of 
ie People and the Soldiers; and have im. 
- ord the Gods to preſerve you and the Re- 
blick, ſafe and flouriſhing, with that Cle 
de c hich zou have deſervd by your mz 
{ 2104! Virtues, but chiefly by your Picty 


N and 
Do A J * 1 — 
Sd LOVE Of \.CgLON. 


rann. — —_— 


EPISTLE CII. 
IX AAN 0 PLIN y. 
The ANSWER. 


By the Same. 


1 Am pleas to find by your Letter, the dil- 
charge of Vows to the Immortal Gods, 
under your Direction, for my Proſperity, the 
ready Harmony of the Soldiers and People in 
it, and your Rencwal of them for the future. 
I EP, 


thi 
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EPiSTLE Cll. 
To TRAJAN. 


The Emperor's Acceſſion-day. 
By the Same. 


4 


ä W. have paid a ſolemn Devotion to the 
; Day, which commemorates your happy 
| Succeſlion to the Guardianſhip of Mankind, 
our common Vows and Expreſſions of Joy 
to the Gods, the Donors and Protectors of 
your Government. 


EIS TIR CIV. 
T RAT AN PLINV. 
1 ANSWER. 
By the Same. 


* OU very agreeably inform me, that you 
have celcbrated the Day of my aſcending 
: diſ- W the Throne of the Empire with a chearful and 
ods, @ a religious Zeal, at the Head of my Troops, 
the © and Subjects in yonr Province, 

e in 1 

ire. F '- BY, 
EP, . 
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EpISTLE CV. 


To TRAIAN. 
A Requeſt. 
By the Same. 
e Paulinus has left me his Right of 


Patronage over his Freed-men, one only 
excepted. I beg the full Privilege of the Citizen. 
ſhip of Rome, to three of them; for Ian 
afraid it would be too extravagant to appeal 
to your Goodneſs in Favour of all of them, 
fince I ought to make the more reſervd uſe 
ot it, the more ready I experience it. They, 
11 whoſc Bchalf I ask it, are Cans Valerius 
cAEſriens, Caius Valerius Dionyſius, and 


Caius Valerius "a 


a. 
Fn. a4 


* * — 


. CVL 


TR Ajax 70 PLINY. 


The ANSWER. 
By che Same. 


your carly Requeſt for thoſe, entruſted 

with you by FValerius Paulinus, is lo tall 
of Honour, that I have ordcr'd an Entry to be 
made of the Roman Freedom for thoſe you re- 
commend, in my Regiſter, as a Proof to you 
that 


* * 


ed 

tall 
o be. 
J re- 
you 
that 


4 
i 
<Y 

3 


Horſe, to bend you his Petition for his Daugh- 
ter, I thought it would have been hard to deny 
him, from a Perſuaſion of that Kindneſs and 
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that I grant it, and ſhall willingly beſtow rhe 
{ame on the reſt, on your Sollicitation. 


r 


OY 


LE 


| EPISTLE CVII. 
To T RAI AN. 
Another Requeſt of the like Nature. 
By the Same. 


E IN G deſird by Publius Accius Aguile 
a Captain in the {ixth Cohort, in the 


Humanity you always extend to all Gentle- 


men of the Army. 


—C. > 


| Ep ISTLE CVIIL 


241 70 PL I Nx. 
The Anſwer. 
By the Same. 


1 Have read Aquila $ Petition, * given the 

Freedam of Nome to his Daughter, in com- 
pliance with it. You will receive from me 
the Deed of Inveſtiture, which you muft ren 
der up to him. 


E b. 
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EPISTLE CIX. 

To TRAJAN. 

On the diſpoſal of Publick Money. 


By the Same. 


Would ſubmit to you the Right of the 

Towns in Bythinia and Pontus, to their 
Debts accruing by Farms, or letting out, Sales, 
or the like: Moſt of the Proconſuls ; have given 
them the Pre: eminence over all Creditors 9 
Note, and this has prevaild as Law, Yet it 
belongs to your Wiſdom, to appoint a cer- 
tain Rule by your Sanction, in order to per- 
petuate the Security of their Intereſts. For 
however well judg'd the Regulations of others 
have been, yet they will be ſhort-liv'd and in. 
effectual, without the Support of your Autho. up 
rity. 


— | — chat 
P adj 
TR AI AN e PLIN I. 1 
The Anſwer. 
By the Same. 


S to the ſeveral Town Debts in Bithynia 
and Pontus, the Law of each Place is to 
be your Guidance. If it be their Privilege to 
be conſider d before any other Creditors, that 
muſt be maintain'd; if not, I muſt not allow 
it, to the Detriment of private Perſons. 


curi 


EP. 


y nia 
is to 
e to 
that 
low 


EP. 


and Denarij, g 


the 


date 


upon it. 
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ErIsTLE CA 


= TRAAIAN. 


vate fo a Sum given out of the FOO rock: 5 | 


Zy the Same. 4 | 


I 1 of the Amiſeni, ſud Ju- 
| Aus Piſo before me, in Forty” Thou- 
given him by that Town, with 


Conſent of their Senate, and Fe 


5 Council, and he alledg'd your Imperial Man- 
s, in Bar of ſuch Donations. Piſo re- 
join d, that he had been very liberal to the 


City, and almoſt laid out his whole Fortune 
He likewiſe pleaded the Length of 


| Time, ſince he was poſſeſt of it, and pray d, 


that he might not be oblig d to refund what 
he had receiv'd ſo long ago, as a Præmium of 
many Services, with the Loſs of the Honour 
This has put me upon 
adjourning the Cauſe, till I hear your Judg- 


that 


accompany d it. 


me nt. 


— 


— 


A 


I "EpISTLE CXIL 
TRAIAN 10 P LIN v. 
The ANSWER. 

By the Same, 


S Largeſſes out of a publick Treaſury are 
ſotbidden by my Edicts, fo, leaſt the Se. 
curity of many Perſons be ſhock'd, we oug ght 
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not to call in or c care what have been entirely 
given. Therefore let us «paſs over any Inci. 
dent of this kind, . happen d above twen- 
ty Years ago; for ir is my Inclination to re. 
gard the Intereſt of Particulars in every Place 
as well as that of the Publik. 


EetsTLE xl. 
10 TRAIAN. 
n the Admiſſim-Fees of a enator. 
Tr * by? the Same. 


i 
Tt Pompeian Law, which obtains in 
Bythinia and Pontus, docs not impolc 
an Entrance Fee upon thoſe, who arc choſen 
by the Cenſors into the Senate; but as for 


thole, that have been permitted to come iuto 


ſome Citics by. your F avour, above the juſt Num- 
ber, they have paid, ſome a Thouland, others 
Two. Thouſand Deniers. Afterwards, Anicius 
Maximus, the Procontal, has demanded teve- 
ra] Sums in a few. Cities of, thoſe like wile, 
who have been put in by the Cenſors. It is 


left to vour Conſideration, whether all the Se- 


nators of a tuture Choice, thall give a cer- 
tain Pay ment, at their Admiſſion; for what 
- to be perperual, ouęht to come from your 

Appointment, all whoſe Rules aud Actions 
hace a Right to be Immortal. 4 


2 


E PISI. 


$T- 


| of Bythinia. 
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EPIsrLE Cxiv. 


T IAP. 


Te ANS E R. 
By the Same. | 


* * 
* i 
4 F © 
* . L 
* 


2 Cannot in general determine upon ** ho- 


norary Fee of a Decurion, in cvery Town 
The (afeſt Courſe i is al ways to 
follow the local Cuſtom. But I think, that 


Jets ought to be demandcd of f thole, who are 


oblig'd t to ſerve, againſt their lnclinations. 


2 


* * a 25 
— 
* 
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7 TEAIAN. 
on gefting Eragu E enators. | 


By the Same. : 


HE Pompeian Law has given a Peril. 
ſion to the Cities of Bythmia, of giving 


their Freedom at Dilſcrction, to all that ate 


Bithynians, not free of Foreign Towns.“ It 
has likewiſe preſeribd the Cauſes, upon 


| Which Senators may be expell'd by the Cen- 
ſors. But there is no expreſs Rule about the diſ- 


miſſing of à Foreign Citizen; ſome of the 
— conſulted me upon it, Whether 
they ought to drive out a Forcigner. 1 thought 


os D >. - | it 
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it neceſſary to know your Senſe of it, ſince 


tie Law has only prohibited à Foreign Citi- 


zen, to be eleced but has not .commanded 1 
him to be deposd; and tome have avert'd to 
me, that in all. Towns there is a Number of 
Senators from other Cities; and many Men 
as well as Corporations would be diſturb'd by 
that! Part of the Law, which indeed has 2% 


80, by'a kind of common Coiſent, g 


ww x» 8 


out of Ui. have ſubjoind the Heads Ne the 
Law to this Letter. 1 


2 4 , N : 


»”" a 9 > i —_— 


EpiSTLE Cxvl. 


Fe 4; JAN 1 PLINYE. 


The A NS w E R. 
By the Same, 


* % 4 


'OU how raid a Doubt wirh juſt Rea. 
ton, what might be. my Antwer to the 
Cenſors Queſtion, whether they ſhould take 
the Freemen of other Cities, but of the ſame 


Province, into the Senate. For both the Au 


-thority. of the Law, and length of Cuſtom 
- prevaiiing, againſt Law, might byals. you diffe- 


rentiy. The Temper I approve, is this; not 
to abrogate what is paſt, but that Freemen of 


any Cities, tho unwillingly choſen, ſhall keep 


their Seats in the Houſe; yet, that the Pon. 


peian Law. be obſerwd for the Future. If we 
were to put it in Force; on a Retroſpcct allo, 


. 


it might Create a wild Diſorder. 


Ex. 


1 
. 
A 
Pp: 
d 
C 
| 


one or two Deniers to dach of them. 
ther this Practice ought to continue, or how 
| far, refer to your Opinion, 
have allow'd an Invitation, (l think not indecent- 
ly, eſpecially upon Solemn Occaſions;) fo l 


PLiny's  Epiſd&. 581 
EPISTLE CXVII. 
To TRATAN. 


On Publicſ In 4. e 
By the Same. 


; J 5 AEN who aſſume the menly Gown, mar- 


ty, enter into an Office, bt corifccrate 


; any Publick Buildings, have a Method of in- 
viting the whole Senate, and a conſiderable 


Number of the People with them, and give 


Whe- 


For is I myſelf 


am apprehcaſive, that they who invite a Thou- 
ſand Perſons, or ſonictimes more, ſhould ex- 


ceed rheir due Bounds, and fall into a kind of 
unlawful Aſſemblics. 


. 
, — 
6 


EP1STLE. VII 
TRAIAN to PLIN V. 


The ANSWER. 
By the Same. 


V OUR Concern is well grounded, that 
=; a luwitation, exceſſire in the Number, 
and gathering, ior a publick Dole entire Bo- 
dies of Men, (not particular Perſons, Man by 
Man, from certain Knowledge.) ſhould grow 
Riotous; but I have pitch'd upon your -Con- 
duct to form the manners of that Province, 
and make ſuch Regulations, as may ſettle the 
laſting * of it. 


0 


Ea 
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EPISTLE CXX. 
Fo T R A J A N. 
On Rewards in the Publick Games. 
By the Same. 


HE Prize: wireſtlers make a Claim upon 


the Reward you have allotted in the J 
laſtic Games, on the very Day, i in which they 
are Crown'd; alledging, that it is of no Sig. 
nificancy when they are led triumphantly i into 
their own Country, but at whar Time they 
conquer d. On the contrary, I write in the 
Names of the Directors of theſe Shows, and 


make. their Entry. 


I think, tho ſtill doubttully, that we ought to 
reckon only from the Time, in which they 


They demand their Re. 
ward likewile for thoſe Sports, which you ap- 


pointed to be {ſelaſtic, tho they gain'd the 


Prize before that Appointment. For they pre- 


tend, it is no more than reaſonable, that as 
they have no Recompence for thoſe Games 
which ceas'd to be 1ſelaſtic, after they over- 


came in them, ſo they are entitled to one in 


ſuch as then began to be ſo call'd. Jam ſome- 


thing embarralsd upon this Point, for fear 
they ſhould run their Account backwards in 


this Matter too, and we ſhould give them what 
was not owing, when they won the Victory. 
I beg of you to adjuſt our Scruples, and put 
the ** Conſtruction upon your own Fa. 


Vvours. 


Erur 
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f 
The ANSWBER..* 
By the Same. 


Ar Iſelaſtic Reward, I think, muſt be 


dated from the Conqueror's Entry into 


his City. The Prizes of thoſe Games, which 
1 have made Iſelaſtic, if they were not ſo 
before, are not due on a back- reckoning; and 
tit will not favour the Claim of the Comba: 


tants, to alledge the Changes that ſuperven d, 
in the Games that either began or ceasd to be 
[jelaſtic. For tho the State of them be al- 


ter d, yet, what they recciv'd before, is not re- 


vok d. 


EeisTLE CXXI. = 5 
To TRAJAN. 
On an ry Pa port. 
By the Same 


1 n not 1 allow d a Paſs to any Per- 

ſon, or ſent one on any Affair, but your 
own: This conſtant Maxim has been broken 
by a kind of Neceſſity. On the News of her 


Grandfather's Death, my Spouſe was deſirous 
to 


\ 
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to pay an immediate Viſit to her Aunt ; as 
the Merit of that Reſpect lies in the Expedition 
of it, and I was perſwaded that you would 
approve that Duty, Which was the Cauſe of 
the Journey, I imagin'd it would have been 
a Hardſhip to refuſe it. I am ſo particular on 
this Head, becauſe 1 ſhould reproach ny ſelf 
with Ingratitude, it amidſt all your Favours, | 
ſhould conceal this alone from you, which 1 
am ſenſible 1 owe to your Indulgence for me. 
My Confidence in her made me ready to do 
a Thing, (as if you had expreſly permitted me) 
which would have bcen too late, had j waited 
your tormal Leave for it. | 


* wy a 
8 * 9 a * * 9 * „ — 
* = © 5 6 2-5 * . 


5 EpISTLE . pI, 
The . 


By the Same. 

OUR Senſe of my Friendſhip te you 
was extreamly juſt : org had you 
ſtay'd for my Permiſſion in Form, (as in 
general I have annex d my Authority to your 
Olfice) to give a. Paſſport. to your Spoule, it 
would have been ulelels to its proper Intention. 
Since the Grace: of her Vah . dee Kae 
pon the FOTO of. it. 1 
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=" ELLE and wiſely was it ordainnd 
by our Forefathers, that, as our 
Ni Naiions, ſo likewiſe our 'S; ceches 
ES ſhould be uſher'd in by Prayer; 
ſince frail Mortals cannot undertake 
any ching with the leaſt Proſpect of Succeſs, but 
thro the Favor and Countenance of the Di- 
vine Beings. Now, in whom is this pious, this 
laudable Coon more proper, than in Me, who 
am a Conſul? or When more ſeaſonable and 
requiſite, tian while, by the Command of the 
Senate, and Authority of the Commonwealth, we 
are encourag d to return in the moſt ſolemn 
| A manner 


2 Prinvs Paneg yrick 

manner our Thanks to the beſt of Princes? 
And pray what Gift more acceptable, what 
more valuable Bleſſing could the Gods beſtow 
upon us, than a Prince chaſte, juſt, and moſt 
exactly form'd to the Image and Likeneſs of 
thoſe Gods that gave him? Truly, did it ſtill 
remain a Matter of Debate, whether Kings ow'd 
their Original to Chance or Compact, or did 
not rather derive it from the more creditable 
Title of Divine Right: If this, I ſay, was fiill 
any Subject for Conteſt; yet, that Qur Prince 
at leaſt may claim a Divine Right, is beyond all 
Colour of Diſpute. For his Acceſſion to the 
Imperial Throne was not the Random-Work of 
hoodwink'd Fortune; it was the plain, viſible, 
and manifeſt Effect of Providence; he was the 
Ele& of Jove himſelf; for Elected he was be- 
fore His Holy Altar, and in that very Place, 
where his Divine Majeſty is as eſſentially pre- 
ſent, as he is above the Stars, and in the Heavens, 
where he reſides. Thus both Duty and Devotion 
prompt me to addreſs myſelf to thee, O Jove, 
thou beſt and greateſt of Deities, heretofore the 


Founder and ſtill the Preſerver of our Roman Em- 


pire! and to beſeech thee ſo to direct my Heart 
and Tongue, that I may ſpeak Things worthy a 
Conſul, the Senate, and the Prince: Grant that 
Freedom, Integrity, and Trurh, may ſhine forth 
in every. Word I utter, and that this Ad of 
Thankſgiving may appear to be as far {rom 
2 Flattery, as it really 1s from Force. I do fin- 
cerely think it ought to be the pecuiiar Care 
not only of a publick Magiftrate, but every pri- 
vate Perſon, not to ſpeak any one thing of our 
Prince, which might in the leaſt meaſure be ap- 
ped to any other. Away then with all thoſe 
Phraſes, far be from among us all thoſe Expreſ- 

| ſions, 


VVV ñxỹ]i 


\, en e 


an 3 
ſions, which Fear uſed, as it were, to drag from 


our Lips: No more of our former Speeches, ſince 
our former Grievances are no more: Let us not 


in Publick proclaim the uſual Harangues, ſince 


we have not the uſual Oppreſſions to murmur at 


in Private, Let the happy Change of the Times 


appear by the different Form of our Addreſſes; 
and let that Form be ſuch, as will evidently de- 
monſtrate, that we dare now ſpeak of our Prince 


as of no more than a Man; tho his Predeceſ- 


ſors have heretofore paſs'd for Immortals, been 
hail'd for Deities, and flatter'd with a Godhead : 
We ſpeak not now of a Tyrant, but of a Pa- 
triot ; not of an Imperious Lord, but an Indul- 
gent Father of his People : He would appear as 
one of Us, and no more; juſt an Equal, and no 
Greater ; and that's the very thing which makes 
him appear ſo much the Greater, fo much more 


_ conſpicuouſly our Superiour. May we therefore 


enter into a true Senſe of our own Happinefs, 
may we ſhew ourſelves worthy to enjoy him, 
ill making this the Subject of our Thoughts, 
ſtill making this wholſome Enquiry into our own 
Boſoms, whether we ought to pay a more ready 
and chearful Obedience ro ſuch ſupreme Go- 
vernors, as delight in attempting the Slavery, 
than to ſuch as take a generous Pleaſure, and a 
becoming Pride, in alerting the Liberties of 
their People. Rome, indeed, has had her Choice 
of Princes to boaſt of: But if ſhe has been 
known with fingular Joy and Gladneſs to com- 
mend One for his Beauty; with no leſs Joy and 
Gladneſs ſhe admires This for his extraordinary 
Valour and Proweſs: If ſhe has been wont with 
Acclamations to praiſe the Voice of One, and 
the Geſture of Another; not leſs warm, nor 
leſs loud are her "Tranſports, while ſhe exrols 

V2 and 
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and adores, in This, his Piety, his Temperance, 


his Clemency. How difficult a Task it is, to 
behave as we ſhould on this Occaſion! Needs 
muſt we waver in Suſpenſe, whether, amidſt the 
Tranſports of Joy, we ſhall rather inſiſt on the 
Grandeur and Godlike Majeſty, or on the obliging 
Sweetneſs, the affable Deportment, and the moſt 
endearing Courteſy of this our Prince. But after 
all, what can be more juſt, what more becoming, 
than that Surname of BEST, which our Senate 
has unanimouſly conferfd upon him? This Title, 
the extravagant Pride and Ambition of former 
Princes hath made peculiar and proper to him 
alone: And how reatonable, how equitable is it, 
that we ſhould conſpire to make him happy, who 
hath already made us fo? that we ſhould re- 
double our Prayers to him, firſt thus to do, and 
then to hear what he does, and fo ſhew him 
-plainly by that way of Proceeding, that ſuch 
had not been the Manner of our Speech, if ſuch 
had not been the Manner of his Action, and 
that our Praiſes are no more than the bare 
Conſequences of his Merit? And yet at this 
Plan, tioneft Rehearſal, his 'Tenderneſs melts 


him into Tears, his Modeſty covers him with 


Bluſhes, all fenſible as he is, that the Commen- 


dation is directed to the Man, not to the Prince. 
Let the ſame Temper, which we obſerv'd in 
- ourſelves amidft the firſt unpremeditated Shouts 


of Joy, be the honeſt Rule we go by in this 


more ſtudied Delivery of our Thanks: For we 
may well ſuppoſe, no Gratitnde can be more 
fincere and acceptable, than that, which is ex- 
preſs'd with the neareſt Reſemblance to thoſe 
Extempore Acclamations, which broke from vs 
too ſuddenly to be otherwiſe than natural and 
unfeigned. For my own part I ſhall — 
; | or 
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for fear of offering Violence to the Royal Ear, 


to temper my Diſcourſe according to the Mo- 


deſty and Moderation of our Prince; nor ſhall 
I leſs confider what a ſtrict Regard is to be 


had to this, than what is due to his other Vir- 


tues. An excellent and rare Accompliſnment 
this in a Prince, who, when I am going to offer 
him up my Thanks, leaves me nothing elſe to 


apprehend, but that he may rather think me too 


laviſh than too ſparing in his Commendation. 
This muſt be my greateſt Care, this my only 


Caution: For, my Lords, it is otherwiſe an 


eaſy matter to give proper Thanks to a Perſon 
truly meritorious; there being no Danger, that, 
when I mention'd his Humanity, he ſhould ſuſ- 
pect J meant to caſt an artful Reproach upon 
his Pride; when his Thrift, that I pointed a 
real Satire at his Luxury; when his Clemency, 
that I ſlyly upbraided his Cruelty; when his 
Generoſity, that J reflected on his Avarice; 
when his Temperance, that I laſh'd his Exceſſes; 
or laſtly, when I proclaim'd his Valour, that I 
did it only to tax him of Cowardice. Neither 
am I under any Concern or Apprehenſion of be- 
ing deem'd to ſay too much or too little on this 
Subject. For T have made it my conſtant Obſer- 
vation, that the Gods themfelves do not To much 


elight in the Elegance and accurate Nicety of 


Sur Petitions, as in the Innocence and Sanctity 


ot the Petitioners; and that thoſe are always 
— . — 


more welcome to approach the Holy Altars, who 
approach them with a chaſt and pure Heart, than 
thoſe who come thither big with all the 'Lropes 
and Figures of Rhetorick, and with the higheſt 
Flights and Raptures of Poetry. But we muſt 
pay Obedience to an Order of Senate, in which 
it is decreed, for the publick Good, that, under 
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the Name of a Thankſgiving, good Princes I 


Prinvys Paneg yrick 


ſhould be gratefully reminded of what they have 
done, and bad ones ſeaſonably put in mind of what 
they ought to have done, from the Mouth of the 


Conſul. This Ceremony is, in the preſent Con- 


juncture, more eſpecially requiſite, becauſe this 
modeſt Father of us all has abſolutely diſcounte- 
nanced our private, and fain would have declined 
our publick Thanks, if he could have prevail'd 
upon himſelf to reſolve againſt any thing that the 
Senate had refolved. Both ways, moſt Sacred Sir, 
your wonderful Moderation appears in the faireſt 
oint of Light, as well that yon cannot bear our 
Thanks in any other Place, as that you vouchſafe 
to ſuffer them in this. This is not an Honour 


of yo 


own ſeeking ; it is wholly and ſolely the 


voluntary Act and Deed of thoſe, who confer 
it upon you: Your Part herein is no more than 
a Compliance with our importunate Requeſts; 
and the Compulſion is on your ſide to hearken 
to your Deſerts, not on ours to proclaim them. 
My Lords, it has often colt me many a ſilent 
and ſerious Thought, what numerous, what vaſt 
Talents ought all to meet together in ſuch an 
extraordinary Genius, as might be intruſted with 
the Government of Land and Sea, impower'd 
with the Management of Peace and War: Ard 


%. 


yet, after {forming to myſelf, in Idea, a Prince, 
who would become a Dominion and Power al- 


moſt as unlimited as that of the Immortal Ru- 
lers above, I could never (no, not even tho I 
rack d Invention) conceive a Perſon like him, 
whom we have now before our Eyes. One in- 


deed hath ſhined in War, but then he has 


grown ruſty again in Peace; another has gain'd 
Honour in his Gown, but loft it in his Armour; 
one has trown'd his Subjects into an awful Re- 


ſpect ; 
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ſpect; another has inſinuated himſelf into their 
Aﬀections, and won their Souls by little popu- 
lar Arts; a publick Miſcarriage has robb d one 
of the Credit of his happy Management in pri- 


vate; another, by a Misfortune at home, has 


ſully'd that Glory, which he bravely gain'd a- 
broad: In a Word, there never yet exiſted the 
Man, whoſe Virtues were not eclipſed by the 
dark and gloomy Interpoſition of ſome neigh- 
bouring Vice. But 1n our Prince, what uncloud- 


ed Rays of Glory meet! what an unallay'd Mix- 


ture of all that is commendable ! His Affabi- 
lity takes not away in the leaſt from his Royal 


Port and Grandeur; his obliging Freedom treſ- 


paſſes not at all on his becoming Gravity; nor 
does his Candour and Condeſcenſion diminiſh 
the Reſpect he deſerves, or leſſen the Dues of 
Majeſty. Add to this his manly Height and 
proportion'd Strength of Body, the Dignity of 
his Aſpe&, the Perfection of being in the full 
Enjoyment of a ſound Health in the Pride and 
Strength of his Years, and, as an expreſs Fa- 


vour of Heaven, the budding Appearance of 


ſome few Grey Hairs, as the Enſigns of earlier 
Wiſdom, not the Tokens of Age. In how am- 


ple, in how diflufive and glorious a Light do 


all theſe concurring Ornaments and Advantages 


ſhew forth and manifeſt our Prince? And ſuch + 


indeed ought He to be, who mounted the Throne, 
not through a Sea of Blood, who purchaſed the 
Crown, not by Rapine and Maſſacree, but by 
the calm Mercy of appeaſed Heaven, and the 
innocent Method of an univerſal Conſent. Is 
there no Diſtinction to be allow'd between Prin- 
ces of Man's chuſing, and Princes of the Gods own 
making? They appear'd eminently concern'd and 
engag d in happily advancing You to the Throne. 
| B 4 Other 


— — == . 
. - — 
* — —— N Ee Woe ION 2 PF 
— — 2 * 2 2 . 8 a my” = 
. - => Txt Ben II Py: q — = : 2 
"E * wi" — * — — — ” . 
x Ie =. _——— — — k "> — = a — 
— — —— . . a to 
_ - ab W,* Q a 4 4 
* _ Oy > —— 


* 
* — 
* = 


2p 
— 2 - 1 * _u 
—_ 


TS 3 EE = 
———— — 
— — - — 
* — * 


s D > wa 2 2 
- * — 


ITE es * 


— _ . — A632 IS 
r * * 


8 Prinv's Paneg yrick 
Other Princes have indeed been fortunate in 
Preſages; but how have they been ſo fortu- 
nate? Why truly, the Blood of Sacrifices, the 
Flight of Birds, and other Superſtitions of the 
like Kind, have been the greateſt Omens con- 
ſtru'd in their Favour. But you, Great Sir, had 
Omens of a very different Nature ; you, ac- 
cording to your uſual Cuſtom, did but go to 
pay ycur Devotions in the Capitol, when lo! the 
People ſaluted you their Emperor, even without 
their own Knowledge, while they did it. For the 
Multitude crowded about the Porch of that 
hallow'd Place, when, for greater Privacy, you 
had ſhut yourſelf up within the 'Temple, and 
ſtraight, as it was then ſuppos'd, they hailed 


the God, but, as the Event prov'd afterwards 


to us all, it was plainly You, it was our then 
future Prince whom they ſaluted. This was the 


Explication put upon that Affair by er ery body 


but Yourſelf ; You indeed defir'd that it might 
bear no ſuch | Interpretation ; you declin'd a 
Dominion over us; and well is it indeed with 


us, that it was declin'd by one, by whom we 


would not, nay we could not, be refus'd. You 
lay us oper to a generous Compulſion to ac- 
cept the Crown, and nothing but ſuch a Com- 
pulſion could have work'd upon your noble Na- 
ture; we could not have even forc;d you into 
the Throne, but that the Extirpation of the 


Laws, and the Preſervation of the Empire depend- 


ed on your Acceptance of it. In truth, I am to my 
very inmoſt Soul convinc'd, that the Fury and 
Commorion, which happen d lately in the Camp, 
vas permitted by ſome peculiar Goodneſs of Pro- 


vidence, that we might be enabled to overcome 
your Modeſty, by laying before your Eyes the Ter- 
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| upon TRAJAN. 9 
ces of your Refuſal. We ſhould be ignorant of 
half the Pleaſure we enjoy in a deep Calm, while 
we are ſoftly rolling over ſmooth and gentle 
Seas, under ſerene and clement Skies, if no 
rough Storms or gloomy Tempeſts ruffled our 
Eaſe, or diſcompoſed our Paſlage ; and juſt ſo, 
if the Tumult had not happen'd, we could not 
have had ſo quick a Reliſh, ſo exquiſite a Taſte 
of the profound Peace and Tranquillity, which 
we now all in general enjoy under your moſt 
auſpicious Reign. Such and ſo fickle is the Con- 
dition of us poor Mortals, that, from our Pro- 
ſperity, we muſt learn Adverſity, and, from meet- 
ing with adverſe Fortune, be taught what it is 
to be truly proſperous. The incomprehenſible 
Deity doth, in ſo wonderful and ſo myſterious 
a manner, conceal the Seeds of both Fortunes 
from our Eyes, that very commonly the Cauſes 
of Good and Evil lie hidden under contrary 
Appearances. Too ſure it will be an eternal 
Blot upon the Age it was acted in, it was a deep 


and wounding Blow given to this State, that 


we ſhould ever be brought to behold an Empe- 
ror, the Parent of Mankind, unnaturally and 
inſolently aſſaulted, his ſacred Perſon ſeiz'd and 
made a Captive, to behold the good old Prince 
diveſted of the very Power of granting Pardons, 
and robb'd of that dear, that precious Preroga- 
tive, which makes it a Happineſs to be a Prince, 
I mean the being free and exempt both from 
Compulſion and Reftraint in all his Actions. 
And yet if thro' nothing elſe than ſo fatal an 
Accident we could have ſeen you ſtep into the 
Preſervation of the Publick, I could almoſt ven- 
ture to ſay, that ue have not purchaſed fo glo- 
rious a Sight too dear. The Diſcipline of War 
lay nnder one general Corruption, that it might 
5 25 < „ - — 2 a 7 5 \ i ; he 


10 PLINys Paneg yrick 


be reform'd by you; all the vileſt Precedents in 
Nature were ſtarted into Practice, that you might 
introduce new ones for the Glory and Emoly- 


ment of us all; and in ſhort, a Prince was 


forced to condemn all thoſe, whom he would mot 
willingly have ſav'd, that we might have a Prince 
at our Head, whoſe Will ſhould be always above 
the Reach of Violence and Force. Thus you 
certainly deſerv'd in Yourſelf to have been much 
ſooner adopted; but then we, on the other 
hand, ſhould have loſt the mighty Satisfaction of 
knowing the many and vaſt Obligations, which 
the Empire ftands indebted for to you, if you 
had been adopted any ſooner. Time may be 
ſaid to have been on the Watch and Opportu- 
nity to have waited for you, in order to make 
it clearly manifeſt, that in your accepting of the 
Crown you did not ſo much receive, as confer, 
a Benefit. The trembling State fled to Your 
Arms for Sanctuary; the tottering Empire, juſt 
ready to tumble down its Ruins on the Imperial 
Nerva's Head, was by that Nerva's Choice aſ- 
ſignd to be upheld by You. You was call'd 
from diſtant Countries, imply d and impor- 
tun'd to be our adopted; juft as our great 


Generals were wont of old to be recall'd from 
Foreign Services, when their Country ſtood in 
need of their more immediate Aſſiſtance. Thus 


the Son and the Father ſeem'd at one and the 
ſelf-ſame Inſtant nobly emulous, as it were, 
which ſhould outdo the other in their mutual 
Acts of Gallantry. He gave you an Empire, 
You reſtor'd it to him more confirm'd ; You 
are the only Man, who in receiving ſo great a 
Favour has requited it, and laid an Obligation 
on the Bene factor. When you join'd with Cæ- 
Jar, and became his Imperial Coadjutor, all you 
got 
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upon TRAIAN. 11 
got by it was to have more Trouble and a 
greater Concern upon your Hands, while he 
reap'd the Benefit of reigning with Secu- 
rity. What an unuſual, what an unheard of 
Way to Thrones is this? Not any ambitious 
Views, not any jealous Fears of Yours.; but 
another's Intereſt, another's Fears, made You a 
Prince. And as much as you may now appear 
in the Eyes of ſome to have attain'd the higheſt 
Point of human Felicity, I will be bold to af- 
firm that you relinquiſn'd a far happier State 
of Life, when ceaſing to live a private Perſon 
under an- indulgent Monarch, you ventur'd to 
make yourſelf a Sharer of all his Cares and 
Troubles. Neither was you invited to it by 
the fair Proſpe& of the Times; no, it was the 
dark and clouded Face of Affairs, that induc'd 
you to accept the Offer : and you enter'd upon 
the Adminiſtration at a ſuncture, when the o- 
ther was repenting that he had ever known 
what it was to govern. There was no other 
Bond of Alliance, no other Tie of Friendſhip 


between the Adopter and the Adopted, but 


only this, that age beſt became the Dignity of 
' Electing, and the other of being ſo Elected. 

You was not Adopted, as more than one has 
been before you, by the Intereſt of a requeſting 
Wife: It was not a Father-in-Law, but a Prince 


that choſe you; and it was the fame honeſt 


Temper and generous Soul that made the Di- 
vine Nerva become your Father, as made him 
ſnew himſelf a Father tb us all. Would You, 
Sir, if you was to chuſe an Adoptive-Heir to all 
theſe wide Territories of the Roman Empire, to 
the Supreme Dominion upon this Earth, would 
You look no farther for ſuch an Heir than bare- 
ly within the Limits of your own Family, or the 
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Walls of your own Houſe > Or would you not 


mighty City round and round, and then, at 
length, eſteem and pronounce Him your near- 
eſt Relation, Him your deareſt Friend, whom 
you "_ to be the beſt accompliſh'd of us all, 
and moſt like thoſe Gods, whom he would be 
one day to repreſent. He, who is choſen to com- 
mand all, ought certainly to be choſen out of 
all. For you are not in this Caſe leaving your 
Servants or your private Family a particular 
Lord and Maſter, but you are affigning a Su- 
"Treme Governor over a free-born People. It 
would be no better than plain Arrogance and 
downright Tyranny, to chuſe any one but Him, 
who, if he was not choſen, appears plainly to 
have a kind of Birth-Right, as I may ſay, to 
the Choice, and ſeems to be Born to govern. 
'Fhis Nerva did, thinking, and very rightly think- 
ing, that there could be no Difference between 
Generation and Ele&ion, if Children were 
adopted with no more Judgment than they are 
begotten. Though indeed it is the Humour of 
Subjects more patiently to bear with the unhappy 
Hue, than with the 11l-choſen Succeſſors of Prin- 
ces. ö He therefore avoided this dangerous Er- 
ror with the greateſt Caution, and not content- 
ed with the bare Advice of Men alone, he pro- 
cur'd even the Gods themſelves to be of his 
Privy Council; while he perform'd the Cere- 
mony of your Adoption, not in a private Cham- 
ber, but in an open Temple; not before the 
Nuptial Bed, but before the Holy Altar of Ju- 
piter (that beſt and greateſt Deity! ) that Your 
Adoption from whence we date our Lives, our 
Liberties, our Peace, our Joy, our All. The 
Gods challenge all rhe Glory of this to them- 
| ſelves 3 


upon TR AI Ax. 13 
ſelves; it was their Work; for it was their 
expreſs Command; Nerva was no more than a 
Delegate in the pious Office; and both He and 
Yon, He in adopting, and You in being adopted, 
both of you, I ſay, did but ſhew your Submiſ- 
Gon to the Dictates of the Divine Will. A Lau- 
rel was brought from Pannonia, by the immedi- 
ate and direct Inſpiration of the Gods, who de- 
ſign d to honour the Inauguration of a victori- 
ous General with all the Pomp and Enſigns of 
Victory. This Laurel the Royal Nerva planted 
in the Boſom of Jupiter, when on a ſudden 
exalted into Rapture with a Countenance more 
than uſually Majeſtick, and glowing as it were 


with Tranſports more than human, he, before 


a numerous Aſſembly of Men and Gods, pro- 
nounc'd you his adopted Son, declared you to 
be the Prop of his declining Years, and the 
Support of his preſſing Empire. This done, 
as if he had been quite disburthen'd of the 
Load of Government, how did he hug himſelf 


in lightſome Reſt and Eaſe ? how pleaſe himſelf 


with the Thoughts of having refign'd a Crown? 
And in Truth, where is the mighty Difference, 
whether one entirely reſigns a Crown, or thares 
the Honours of it with another; unlefs it be, 
that the dividing of Power is far the more dif- 
ficult Province of the two 2 He then leant 
wholly on your Shoulders, and by their Strength 
ſupported both himſelf and Rome : Your Youth, 


your Vigour, ſeem'd to recover His; by your 


powerful Influence, Factions were ſtill'dʒ Tu- 
mults huſh'd, and the buſie Tongue of Sedition 


ſtruck everlaſtingly dumb. This Happineſs, it 


muſt be confeſs d, was owing not to the bare 


Act of Adoption, but to the eſficacious Virtue 


of that Perſon who was ſo adopted; and Nerva 
wo ald 
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40 would have made but a raſh and an inconſiderate 
Choice, had he made Choice of any other Per- 
Jon. For is it not ſtill freſh in our Remem- 
ii brance, that a late Adoption did not extinguiſh 
EH Seeition, but excite it? So might we now again 
| | have felt the ſame diſmal Effects, if the Cauſe 
had been the ſame : It would infallibly have en- 
creas'd the popular Rage, and inflam'd the Tu- 
mult, if the Election had fallen to the Lot of 
any one but you. Every body muſt know, that 
an Empire is not to be diſpos'd of, at Will, by 
a Prince, who had himſelf loſt the Reverence 
due to crown'd Heads. It was all purely and 
apparently the Effect of your Authority, upon 
whom it was beſtow'd. You was created a Son, 
a Cæſar, an Emperor, a Collegue of the 'Tribu- 
nitian Power ; nay, and you had all theſe Digni- 
ties heap'd upon you at one and the ſelf-ſame 
Time, which a real Father durſt not beſtow upon 
his own Son any otherwiſe than gradually, one by 
9 one, and by very {low Degrees.) Surely this muſt be 
deem d a ſingular Inſtance of your Moderation and 
Prudence, that you have the Secret of pleaſing and 
obliging all Mankind, not only when a Succeſſor, 
but while you are a Companion and a Copartner 
in Imperial Power: for you muſt have been his 
Succeſſor whether you would or no; but his 
Companion you need not have been unleſs you 
pleas d. Here I muff ask one Queſtion: Will 
Poſterity ever believe, that the Son of a Patri- 
cian, a Conſular and Triumphal Father, that 
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He, who ſtood at the Head of a brave, nume- Þ 

rous and obedient Army, was not by that Ar- 

my created Emperor? He who, while he com- 

manded in Chief our German Legions, had the 

Title of Germanicus conferr'd upon him by our 

Senate; Will it be imagin'd, that a General in 
| tack 
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| {uch powerful Circumſtances ſhould never at- 


rempt the Empire? that he ſhould take no other 
Method to his own Advancement than that of 
Serving and Obeying ? For you (Cæſar) obey'd 
and came to your Sovereignty by an Act of 
Duty ; you never in any thing ſhew'd more 
the true Diſpoſition of a faithful Subject, than 
when you comply'd to be made a Prince. No 
are you made Germanicus, next Ceſar, then Em- 
peror, and all during your Abſence ; and yer, 
after all theſe mighty Preferments, {till as ſub- 
miſſive, ſtill as humble as a private Man. It 
would ſeem ſtrange, ſhould J only ſay, you 
did not know that you was to be an Emperor; 
but I muſt take leave to aver, that you actually 
was an Emperor, and yet did not ſo much as 
know it, even then, when you was ſo. Nay, no 
ſooner did the Meſſenger arrive with the Ti- 
dings of your new-raiſed Fortune, but it plain- 
ly appear'd, that in your Heart you had rather 
have remain'd what you was before : But hap- 


pily for us you was not in that point at your 


own Liberty. Ought not a Subje& to obey 
his Sovereign, an Ambaſſador his Prince, a Son 
his Father? Where then would all Diſcipline 
be indeed? where that long-practis'd Tradi- 
tion deliver'd down to us by our Forefathers, 
that, whatever was enjoin'd by Royal Command, 
ſhould without farther Diſpute be chearfully 
perform'd? What if he had commanded you 
from Province to Province, from the Service of 
one War to the Task of another? Think you, 
that He, who had the Authority to ſend you 
abroad to the Conduct of an Army, has not 
that ſame Authority to recall you home to the 
Acceptance of a Crown? For my part, I know 
no Difference whether he bids you * a 
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General, or commands you to return back 4 
Prince, unleſs it be, that the Glory of That Sub- 
ject's Obedience is the greateſt, who complies 
in a Point, which goes the moſt againſt his Will, 
0, The Authority of the Perſon, who laid his Com- 
mands upon you, weigh'd the more ſtrongly and 
prevalently with you, becauſe others had endea- 
vour'd to weaken, and even to diſpute his Au- 
thority ; and the Coolneſs, the Backwardneſs, 
nay Averſion of others to perform their Duty, 
made you Eager and Forward in your Obedi- 
ence, and Warm in your Loyalty. Beſides, you 
knew that the Command of the Prince was ſe- 
conded by the Votes of the Senate. 'This Ele- 
ction was carry'd by the concurring Voices, by 
the unanimous Approbation of all the Senators, 
and not by the ſole Judgment of Nerva's ſingle 
ſelf. He only took his Right of Precedence as 
a Prince, He only a&ualy did that firſt, which 
all had done in their Hearts before, and would 
ſoon have done in a more open manner, had 
not his doing it firſt prevented them. The put- 
ting of ſuch a Deſign in Execution could never 
have been attended with ſuch a general Joy, if 
the Deſign itſelf had not before-hand given uni- 
verſal Satisfaction. But, good Heavens! what 
Temper and Moderation did you ſhew in the 
midſt of all this Power and Fortune? An Em- 
peror in Style, Effigies, and Statue; but in Mo- 
deſty, Vigilance, and Induſtry, an Officer, an 
Under Officer, a Common Soldier: For, even 
then, when you march'd at the Head of your 
Troops, and led on the Roman Eagles, what 
more did you aſſume to yourſelf from your Ad- 
option, than doing the Dury of a Son; a Title, 
which you coveted to enjoy through the whole 
Courſe of your Liſe ; a Title, which you deſired 
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to carry on to a long Extent of Glory. The 


Providence of Heaven had raiſed you to the 


Firſt Place, yet ſtill you reſted contented with 


the Second, and ſo contented, that you made it 
| your hearty Prayer to grow gray in the pious 


Office; and tho' you wore the Title, you never 


| cared to act as Emperor while the other lived. 
This was your Prayer, and Heaven heard your 
Prayer; but heard it only ſo far as it was con- 
| ſiſtent with the Welfare and Happineſs of the 


good old King that it ſhould be heard; and 


| then the Gods graciouſly called him from the 


Stage of this World to themſelves, left when he 


had made himſelf immortal by that one great 


Deed, he ſhould happen to do any thing after- 
wards that look'd like mortal: Where an Action 
is inimitably glorious, it is a kind of Honour 
due to it, that as it is the greateſt, ſo it ſnould 


likewiſe be the laſt. Therefore he had his im- 


mediate Apotheoſis; he was preſently after (as he 
ought to be) deify'd, that Poſterity might en- 
quire whether he was not a kind of a God when 
he did it. Thus having no better Right to the 
Title of our Common Parent than being yours, 
grown to his full Maturity in Glory, and ripe in 


Fame, and having lived juſt long enough to find 


by ſure Experience, how well and how decently 
you ſuſtain'd the Weight of Empire, he left the 
World to you and you to the World : Us too 
he left more ſenſible how dearly we ought to 
eſteem and value him, more tenderly ſenſible 
how great our Loſs was of him, by ſhewing ſo 
much Goodneſs as he did in providing, that, by 
having you, our Loſs of him ſhould be the leſs, 


and our Mourning be mollified. No ſooner is 


he dead, but you, like a Son, in all filial Piety, 
firſt honour him with your Tears, and then 
| | with 
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with a Temple. You acted not in Imitation of 
thoſe Predeceſſors, who had indeed done the 
fame Thing, but with a very different Intention. 
Tiberius deify d Auguſtus, but it was with an am- 
bitious Deſign of entailing a Godhead on the 
Crown. Nero paſs'd the ſame Compliment on 
Claudius, but it was on purpole to expoſe him, 
Titus did as much for Veſpafian, and Domitian 
for Titus; but it was becauſe the fir/# had a 


mind to be counted the Sz, and the latter to be 


efteem'd the Brother of a God. You have given your 
Father a Place among the Stars, not to ſtrike an 
Awe into the Minds of Men, not to put an 
Affront upon his Brother-Rulers of the Sky, 
not to derive down Honours from thence upon 
your own Head, but becauſe you really thought 
that he had within him ſomewhat more than 
humane. It takes off mightily from ſuch an 
Act of Solemnity as this is, when it is celebrated 
by thoſe who have the Pride to conceit that they 
themſelves are Deities, while they aſſiſt at the 
Ceremony of making one. But tho' you have 
conſecrated to his Honour an Altar with all its 
Ornaments, and ordain'd a holy Prieft, a Ha- 
men, to officiate at it, you have not made or 
proved him a God in any thing ſo much, as that 
you yourſelf are ſo very like him. For, after 
the Demiſe of a Prince who hath firſt taken 
Care to ſettle the Succeſſion of the Crown, it 1s 
the moſt certain, and indeed the only ſure To- 
ken of his Divinity, that he has bequeath'd a 
good Succeſſor to his People. But have you ar- 
rogated any thing to yourſelf from the Immor- 
ality of your Father? Do you imitate the late 
indolent, vain, and ſupercilious Kinſmen of der 


fy'd Heroes? Or do you not rather with a £4 
glorious Emylation rival the mighty Worthies ot || 
remote! | 


Pn, — Ay Ld 


aaa #&. > A ak 


1 of 

the 
tion. 
am- 

the 
on 
him. 
tian 


ad a 


o be 


your 
e an 
t an 
Sky, 
upon 
ught 
than 
1 an 
-ated 
they 
the 


have 


1] its 
Fla- 
le or 
that 
after 
taken 
it 10 
To- 
h'd 2 
1 ar- 
mor- 
> late 


- det” 


upon TrAJAaN. 
remoter Ages, thoſe illuſtrious Ancients who 


firſt founded and bravely erected this wide and 
owerful Empire, which our Enemies have never 


till of late ventured to treat with Contempt, 
7 tho of late they have preſumed to invade it as 
if they meditated its final Overthrow? And 


yet, while they thus boldly practiſed upon us, 
all the Proof we had of repelling their Foree, of 
putting them to Flight, and turning the Ruin 
they aimed at us, upon their own Heads, con- 
ſiſted in nothing more than empty Triumphs, 
than a vain and oftentatious Shew of Victory. 


Hence it is, that they have taken Courage, raiſed 


and exalted their Spirits, and appeared as it 
were animated with new Souls: They begin to 
think the Yoke already ſhaken off from their 
Necks ; and, what they now contend with us 
about, is not, whether they are to be a free 
People, but whether we are to be Slaves : They 
would not ſo much as come into a Truce with us 
but upon equal Terms; and have had the Bold- 


2 neſs to preſcribe Conditions, which they ought 


to be glad to receive: But Terror is now again 
returnd to its uſual Habitation, and univerſal 
Pannicks reign amongſt them afreſh ; they trem- 
ble and obey, nay and they take a kind of 
Pride too in performing what you vouchſafe to 
command. For they behold the Vertue of an 
old true-ſtampt Roman live in you; in you they 
behold one of thoſe mighty Generals, who by 
ſtrewing the Fields with Heaps of flaughter'd 
Foes, and making the Seas run red with their 
Victories, ennobled the Name of Commander, 
and- brought the Title of Emperor to be the 
Style of Viaory. Therefore we now accept of 
Hoſtages, we do not buy them ; we are no lon- 
ger forced upon hard Terms to offer vile and 
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ter for a Peace: No; but, as if we had already 
carried our conquering Arms amongſt them, 


they fall humbly to their Prayers, their Peti- 


tions, and Supplications; We grant and we de- 
ny as we ſee good; and maintain in both the 
Majeſty of the Empire: If we grant their Suits, 
they make whole Days of Thankſgiving ; nor 
dare they, if we deny them, repine or ſo much 
as murmur at the Refuſal. How ſhould they 
dare indeed, who know that you have tamed a 
hardy, ſtubborn, and unruly People, even in 
that Seaſon of the Year which was favourable to 
them, and almoſt inſufferable to us, when the 
ſevere and ſharp Air had frozen over a Paſſage 
croſs the Dannbe from Bank to Bank ; when the 


congealed River bore on its ſolid Surface a Hoſt 


of Men, and when theſe barbarous Nations were 
leſs armed with their Weapons, than they were 
guarded by the Rigour of the Climate, and the 
Inclemency of the Wintry Skies : But at your 
Approach, as it the Seaſons of the Year were 
changed, they fled to Holes, and skulk'd in 
Caverns: And yet, if you had not reſtrain d 
the Courage of your Troops, they would have 
carried the Severity of the Winter up to their 
very Dens, turn'd their Advantages againſt 
them, and given them Cauſe to hate the Re- 
membrance of their favourite Seaſon as much as 
they had loved it before It was with this aw- 
ful Regard that even your Enemies looked upon 
you; what kind of Regard then muſt your own 


SoJdiers pay you? What Love and Admiration 
did you excite among them, and how did you 


excite it ? While they felt no Hunger, but 
what you bore a Part in; no Thirſt, but what 
you underwent as well as they. At the exer- 
4 ciſing 


of their Actions? 
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ciſing of the Troops, the General and the Com- 
mon Soldier mingled equally in the Sweat and 


the duſty Fatigues of the Day. You was not to 


be diſtinguiſn'd from the Private Men in any 
thing, but in the Excellence of a greater Spirit, 
and the Appearance of ſuperior Might, when 
briskly charging and as freely receiving the 
Charge, you whirl d the Lance at ſome of them, 
and then repell'd the Darts, which they let fly 
in return at you, with your well-manag'd Shield. 
Thus you animated your Soldiers with a lively 
Courage, and taught them all the Dexterity of 
handling their Arms, ſeeming never better pleas d 
than with thoſe who ſent the moſt unerring 
and forceful Spear againſt your Shield, or dealt 
the moſt weighty Blow upon your Heimet. 
Whoever made the ſharpeſt and boldeſt Attacks, 
were ſure of Applauſe from the Month of their 
General. You encourag'd them to be ſtill more 
daring, and they grew more daring ſtill; as how 
indeed ſhould they do otherwiſe, when they with 
eager corrival Spirits, beheld You in Perſon pre- 
ſiding over them, the great Spectator and Judge 
You try'd their Arms, You 
poiz'd the heavier Darts and the more ponderous 
Spears, and, when any one complain'd of their 
being too weighty and unwieldy for. Manage- 
ment, taught him how to brandiſh and whirl 
them at the Foe, by your own Example 2 But 
above all, what mult the Feeling of your Sol- 
diers be, when you refreſh'd the Weary and 
Fatigu'd, when you comforted and relev'd the 
Sick? Then again it was a {ertled Maxim and 
a conſtant Cuſtom with you, never to enter 
vour Own Pavilion, till you had firſt viſited each 
Soldier's Tent; never to take your Own Repoſe, 
till the whole Army was gone to Reit. And 

— CG yet, 


_— 


2 2 - ww ET. — _ — 
7 3 _ — © - x — 8 2 — — 9 & - n 2 LL 
* 22 — . FT: 2 " — - dre 2 2 — =. Leg 
2 r r * 7 - - — 
8. " — g , — « * . * — 
5 \ 
3 — 0 — wy 
ä LES Bs — = 
—— 22 8 — — 2 ů— re wy — 
—_ «5 2 — I IIIOID 
——— — = >» .- = — 2 


—— 


8 Fc. 
oy - i © — 
— OW ER + = 
-5 Zac irene SS 

> — 7 — * — — 

— 2 r —— + RAG? 
== — an LEG 8 

2 6 ro 3 fx = SI — 2 on Bn. ry 

— . —— ome eee — 


22 PrI N' Panegyrick 
yet, after all this, a General thus completely 
ualify'd would not ſo much have provok d my 
Wonder and Eſteem, if he had happen'd to 
appear among the Fabricii, the Scipio's, the Ca- 
milli For then perhaps the Deſire of Imitation 
might have carry'd him on with emulous Ar- 
dour ; he might have been nearly touch'd with 


a noble Scorn of being leſs forward, than any 


He, who aim'd to be the foremoſt of them all. 
But, when the Study of Arms grew leſs the 
Labour of the Hand than the Gratification of 
the Eye, and Martial Exerciſe dwindled to an 
empty Show ; when our Soldiery, inſtead of 
having Experienced Veterans, whoſe Brows had 
worne the Honours of Mural and Civic Crowns, 
to train up its Men to uſeful and ſolid Diſci- 
pline, had little trim Greeks and ſpruce Fencers 
tor their Officers; how great is it, at ſuch a 
Time of Day, to ſee a Single Man ſtep up from 
among the reſt of Mankind, to revive the dying 
Cuftoms of his Country, and rouze the ſleeping 
Vertue of his Anceſtors! who, without having 


any Rival in His Time, without having any 


Example ſet before Him, makes one great 
Action of his own an Incitement to a ſtill 


greater; who thus daily ſtudies. and ſtrives to 


excell himſelf, and to convince the lazy World, 
that, as he reigns alone, ſo he alone deſerves to 


reign! And have you not, Cæſar, from your 


very Infancy been nurs'd and train'd up to this 
Height of Glory? Nay, did you not, as it 
were, in your Cradle commence a Hero? when 
blooming Conqueſt met your early Youth, and 
when, 1n the Parthian Expedition, you bore away 
the Laurels of the Day, adding them to your 
great-fam'd Father's Honours, and meriting, 
eren then, the Title of Germanicus? For the 


Parthians 
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Parthians had only juſt begun their barbarous 
and inſolent Incurſions upon our neighbouring 
Allies, and as ſoon as they heard that you was 
near them, they took an univerſal Alarm at your 
Approach, and fled from their projected Rapine 
with Terror and Diſmay. The Rhine and the 
diſtant Euphrates join in Admiration of your 
long- extended March : Yet Fame all the while 
flew far before you, and you appear'd ſtill 
greateſt, where you laſt appear d. And yet you 
was not at that time an Emperor, and yet you 
was not the Succeſſor of a Deity at that time. 
However, tho' Germany had its Hundreds of 
States to guard it round; tho' it ſtood divided 
from us by vaſt and almoſt immenſe Tracts of 
Deſart Earth; tho' it had the Appennine and Py- 


renean Mountains for its Rampires; not to men- 


tion ſeveral other Hills that would be counted 
Prodigies in Nature, if not compar'd with thoſe 


already nam'd; yet did you bravely lead an Ar- 


my croſs them all, and led them with ſuch Ve- 
locity and Swiftneſs, that it might more proper- 

ly be call'd a ſhort and eaſy Expedition, than a 
long and painful March. In all this Length of 
a laborious Way, you was never once known to 
call for your Coach, or even ſo much as once to 


mount on Horſeback : A Led Horſe, a light 


Hunter, was brought after you, which was more 
for Shew than Service, and which you never 
made uſe of, but only when your Army was at 
the End of its March, to gallop over the neigh- 
bouring Fields for Exerciſe and Diverſion. And 
here, which am I moſt to wonder at? At the 
Beginning, or at the Event of your Enterprizes? 
Tis much, that you held out to the End; *tis 
yet more, that you never fear'd but that you 
mould hold out. I queſtion not but that 
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Prince, who, looking on you as his only Saſe- 
guard, ſent for you as far as Spain, to go and 
manage the War in Germany, muſt, inaſmuch as 
he was perſonally flothful, and aaturally envious 
of the Vertues of others, who ſerved him in the 
day of Need, admire your Conduct, and fear 
you whilſt he admir'd you: Juſt as Eryſtheus did 
the Divine Hercules, after having employ'd him 
in ſo many dangerous Adventures, which he 
went through with an unweary'd Induſtry, and 
inſuperable Courage. For juſt fo was You lent 
from one Expedition to another, and with rhe 
ike Succeſs. When you held the Place of a 


Military Tribune, you march'd through many 


Countries far remote from one another, in 
Years a Youth, but a Man in Courage. For- 
tune at that time ſtood whiſpering in your Ear, 
and admoniſhing you betimes to learn how to 
Fxecute perfectly, what you was ſhortly after 


to Command. You contented not yourſelf with 


taking a ſhort tranſient View of the Camp, and 
running ſlightly, as it were for Form's fake, 
thro a ſuperficial Courſe of Military Diſci- 


pline ; no, you acted the Tribune ſo well, that 


you deſerv'd to be immediately made a General, 
and had nothing left to learn, whenever you 


ſnould be call'd to teach. By the Experience of 


Ten Campaigns you made yourſelf completely 
skill'd in the Manners and Cuſtoms of the 


World; you knew the Situation of Places, the 
Inconveniencies and Adrantages of different 


Grounds; you had taſted and drank the Waters 
of many Rivers, you had breath'd the foreign 


Air, and liv in various Climates, till they grew 
2s familiar to you as thoſe of your own native 
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upon "1 RAI AN. I 
Country. How often have you chang'd Horſes 
in the Field, and laid by your conquering Arms 
for freſh ones, that were ſent you as publick 
Preſents for your Merit? Believe me therefore, 
the Time ſhall come, when Poſterity ſhall travel 


| with Joy to fee, and tell their Children by way 


of Tradition the wonderful and pleaſing Story, 
where they and theirs may likewiſe lee, what 
Field hath drank the Sweat of your mighty 
Labours, what Trees have overſhadow'd you, 
when you have been taking a temperate Repalt 
at ſuch and ſuch a time; in what Rocks and 
Caves you have compos d your weary Limbs to 
Reſt; and, in fine, what humble Cottages have 
been ſometimes honour'd and fill'd with the 
Preſence of ſo great a Gueſt: Juſt as in all 
Likelihood you may yourſelf, in ſome of thoſe 
very Places, have had ſuch and ſuch Spots of 
Earth pointed out to you, where your Heroic 


Predeceſſors had commanded Armies, and gain'd 


an Immortality of Fame. But theſe are Things 
that are yet to come; tho' even at this time of 
day we look upon all thoſe as very old Warriors, 
thorough Veterans indeed, that have been honour'd 
with having had You for their Fellow-Soldier. 
And who is that Veteran now living, of what- 
ſoever Degree or Station in the Army, whoſe 
Fellow-Soldier You was not, before You became 
his General. Hence it is that you can call al- 
moſt every one of them by their proper Names. 
You know how every private Man hath diſtin- 
ewſh'd himſelf; nor have they any need to re- 
count or reckon up to You the Wounds which 
they receiv'd in the Service of their Country; 
You was preſent when they receiv'd them, the 
Witneſs and the Applauder of their Valour. 
put it is your Moderation, which, above all 
— | 5 theſe 
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theſe other Accompliſhments, demands and cha]. 
lenges our peculiar Praiſe, that You, bred a 
you was to War, ſhould be in Love with Peace. 
Neither the being deſcended from a Father, who 
was over and over again loaded with Triumphal 
Honours, nor the having had, on the very Day 
of your Adoption, a victorious Laurel of your 
own conſecrated to Fove, could ever work upon 
Your noble Nature to ſeek out for all Occaſions 
to triumph. You neither fear nor provoke the 
War. It was Greatly and Heroically done (be- 
lieve me, Dread Sovereign ! ) it was Greatly and 
Heroically done, to ſtand deliberating, as you did, 
on the Banks of the Danube; to be aſſur'd of Victo- 
ory if you paſs'd the River, and yet not to urge 
the Battle, when you ſaw the Enemy declin'd it. 
The one was the Effect of yourCourage, the o- 
ther of your Clemency: It was your Clemency that 
induced you to forbear the Engagement ; it was 
Your Courage that made Them afraid to en- 
cage. From this time forward therefore ſhall 
our Capitol no more be open'd to receive the 
affected Chariots of a pretended Triumph, no 
more be awkwardly and infamouſly graced with 
the vain Mock-Trophies of ſome Counterfeit- 
Victory: But, on the Return of our Emperor, 
all ſhining with true, ſolid, and ſubſtantial Glo- 
ry, from Victories gain'd in a bloodleſs Field, 
it ſhall ring with the joyful Acclamations of 
Peace, it ſhall reſound with the repeated Ac- 
knowledgments of our Foes, that there is no 
body remains for us to conquer. This is in- 
deed to conquer, this is a Triumph. far more 


beautifully glorious than all our former Tri- 


_umphs. Neither is it ever the Buſineſs of our 
State to fight merely for Conqueſt's ſake, but 
only to ſubdue thoſe who treat it with Con- 
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upon TRAIAN. 27 
tempt. And if, after all this, ſome barbarous 
and ſavage Prince ſhould dare to run ſuch 
Lengths of Inſolence and Folly, as would draw 
down your Anger and Vengeance on his guilty 
Head; as ſafe as he may at firſt think himſelf, 
in having Seas and Rivers of mighty Waters in- 
Z terpoſe to guard him; in having the Vallies of 
lofty Hills for his Trenches, and Rocks and 
Mountains for his Bulwarks; he will too ſurely 
find, by dear-bought Experience, that all theſe 
fall flat and level, all yield and are as nothing, 

when they ſtand in Valour's Way, and in Oppo- 
ſition to Your Proweſs hay would think in the 
End, that the Rivers had dryd up to give 
You Paſſage; that the Mountains had ſunk be- 


fore Your Feet; that the Seas had, by an 


unuſual Ebb, ſlid from their wonted Bed: He 
would think, the preſumptuous Prince would 
with Terror think, that not only a landing Na- 
vy, but a tranſplanted Nation was pour'd in 
upon him. Methinks I now behold a Triumph 
not ignobly laden with the Spoils of Provinces, 
or with Gold extorted from our Confederates 
and Allies, but with Hoſtile Arms, and the 
Chains of Captive Kings. Methinks I hear our 
Men aloud repeating the ancient Names and 
Sounding Titles of High and Mighty Generals, 
and ſee them pointing out the Bodies ſuitable 
to thoſe Names. Methinks, while, with their 
Hands bound, they paſs on foot, you follow in 
your Chariot, as treading on the Necks of 
conquer d Nations; and, before you, are car- 
ried the Shields which you yourſelf have pierc'd. 

You could not even have been without the moſt 
magnificent Trophies, I mean the Spoils of diſ- 
arm'd Majeſty, if any of their Kings would but 
in Perſon have attempted to face you, and try 


the 
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the Event of a ſingle Combat with you; You, 
who, not only with your Darts, but by your 
awful Preſence, by merely turning the Light- 
ning of your Eyes upon them, and frowning 
Terror into them acroſs the Field, have made 
them, when at the Head of the oppoſite Army, 
tremble, and retire in Confuſion. And when- 
ſoever, in times to come, the Honour and Safety 
of the Empire ſhall requite you to engage in a 
Defenſive or Offenſive War, it will be what we 
owe to your paſt Moderation, to think, that 
you do not conquer that you may triumph, but 
triumph only becauſe you conquer. No ſooner 
have I ſpoke of one thing, but another forces its 
Way into my Remembrance, and ſtands con- 
fels'd to Sight. How particularly noted, how 
ſingularly diſtinguiſh'd have you been, in going 
thro' the great Work of Reforming the Abuſes 
of the Army, and of reviving our Military Diſ- 
cipline, that was not only decay'd, but almoſt 
entirely loſt amongſt us! when you waked us 
out of the lazy Lethargy of the laſt Age, purg'd 
us of their foul Sloth, and cur'd us of their 
Stubborneſs and Unwillingneſs to obey! *Tis 
ſafe to have the Soldiers in Awe, and it is ſafe 
to have their Love : Neither is He to be call'd 
a General, who dreads their Diſaffection by be- 
ing wholſomely ſevere, or fears their Familtariry 
and their Contempt of his Commands, by de- 
ſerving their Affection: Secure alike as to their 
Hatred and their Love, he views the Works 
and Fortifications, is preſent at all their Exer- 
ciſes, and regulates the Arms, the Walls, the 
Men. For he is by no means a Prince, but a 
downright Slave to Jealouſy, who ſuſpects thoſe 
Stratagems to be deſign'd againſt his own Per- 
fon, that are prepard againſt the oy 
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upon IL RAI AN. 29 
And yet this hath been cowardly ſurmis' d by 
ſome, who, taking the diſhoneſt Liberty of 1 y- 
rannizing and Lording it over their Soldiers, 
have dreaded the very Thoughts of an Engage- 
ment, and have been full of mighty Apprehen- 
ſions that their own Forces would be apt to turn 
againſt themſelves. We are oblig'd, with Bluſhes 
and Confuſion, to acknowledge, that the Art of 
War lay dead at that time of day, that the 
Bodies, as well as the Minds of Men, were dull, 
heavy, and drooping, their Swords grown ruſty 
for want of Uſe, and riveted in their Scab- 
bards. Our Generals were not under half ſo 
many Apprehenſions from the inſidious Deſigns 
of foreign Courts, as of their own native Princes. 
They fear'd not falling into the Hands of their 
Enemies, but trembled at the miſtruſted Trea- 
chery of their Fellow-Soldiers. Such is the Na- 
ture of the Celeſtial Bodies, that a Star of leſs 
Degree grows perfectly dim and obſcure, va- 
niſhes and dies away, as it were, from our Sight, 
the Moment that a Star of the firſt Magnitude 
appears. So likewiſe does it fare with an Am- 


: baſſador, whoſe Dignity and Splendor dwindles 


to a mere Shadow at his Emperor's Approach. 


But Yon, however you appear'd ſuperior to all 


in Grandeur, did not appear greater at another 
Man's Expence, or make any body elſe look the 
leſs in the Eyes of others: Preſent or abſent, 
You made it all the ſame, for You would have 


every body keep up the ſame Degree of Autho- 


rity ; nay, what is ſtill much more, Numbers of 


Great Perſonages enjoy'd a double Portion of 
Honour and Efteem, beyond what had other- 


wiſe been paid them, purely upon this diſtin- 
guiſhing Conſideration, that they had the Ho- 


nour and Happineſs of being valued by You. 


Thus 
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Thus equally dear to all the Degrees of Man- 
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kind, belov'd univerſally by your Subjects, from 


the higheſt to the loweſt, you join'd the Gene- 


ral and the Private Soldier ſo perſectly well to- 
gether, that at all their Exerciſes you look'd 
narrowly into every ſingle Man's Behaviour with 
the Severity of a Judge, and when he was upon 
Duty, and fatigu'd, reliev'd him with all the 
Friendſhip of a Comrade. Happy ſure muſt 


ſuch Soldiers be, whoſe Loyalty and Vigilance 


were not to paſs thro' the Hands of pickthank 
Spies, and officious tale-bearing Meſſengers, and 
take their Value according to partial Report; 


but whoſe Fidelity and Induſtry were judg'd of : 


by You Yourſelf, and not by what paſs'd thro 
your Ears, but before your Eyes. From hence 
they reap'd this ſingular Advantage, that when- 
ever you was ablent, you could not credit any 
thing of an abſent Soldier's Conduct, without 


looking into your own Boſom, and finding how 


it agreed with the Character you had imprinted 
of him there. It was now that the longing De- 
ſires of your Fellow-Citizens recall'd you home, 
and the tender and paſſionate Zeal you had for 
your Country,prevail'd over your generous Ardor 
in the Field of Battle, and ſurmounted the Affection 


you bore to your Army. From this Diſpoſition 


of Mind it came to pals that you return'd from 
War juſt as calm, full as modeſt, as one that 


had return'd from ſettling Peace. And here 1 


will not make it any Part of your Praiſe to men- 
tion, that no Father trembled for his Favourite- 
Daughter, no loving Husband, that had a cele- 
brated Beauty for his Wife, ſhew'd the leaſt 
Conſternation at your Approach. Chaſtity, it is 
true, was a Vertue affected by other Princes; 


in You it was ſincere and natural, it was im- 


planted 


„ „ ——ů— 
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planted in you, born with you, and is ſo cloſe- 
ly interwoven with your very Make, that in 


© * it is not properly to be call'd a Vertue. 


uring all your Progreſs, there was no 
body exacted upon, or preſs'd for Carriages ; 


no Noiſe and Buſtle in fixing Apartments, in 


taking Lodgings,, and aſſigning the Men their 

uarters ; not the leaſt Confuſion, Hurry, or 
Trouble, in procuring the Dainties of the Sea- 
And yet your 
whole Progreſs at the Head of your Troops, 
was made with ſuch Diſpatch, as well as 


in ſuch exact, ſuch regular Form and Order, 


that it look'd rather like going with a Com- 
miſſion to take the Field, than returning with 
an Army in Triumph: So great was the Simili- 
tude between your Behaviour when a Subject, 
and your Conduct when an Emperor. How 
widely different from this was the March of a 
late Sovereign (if it may be call'd a March, and 
does not rather deſerve the Name of an hoſtile 
Incurſion) when he pillag d Houſes, and diſ- 
poſſeſs'd the Inhabitants, ſack d and burnt all 
before him, as if ſome Enemy had made an In- 
road for Spoil and Plunder, or as if thoſe very 
Barbarians, from whom he fled, had preſs d for- 
ward in purſuit of Victory. It was highly pro- 
per to give the People the Satisfaction of diſtin- 
guiſhing that ſuch a Journey was the Journey of 
a Domitian not of a Prince. Therefore not ſa 
much for your Private Reputation, as for the 
Publick Good, you put out an Edict for pub- 
liſning a fair-ftated Account of the particular 
Expences both of his and your own German Ex- 
pedition. This, truly, is a Cuſtom fit for every 
Sovereign to follow, to keep all Accounts be- 
tween himſelf and his People upon a juſt and 

even 


32 PLIN V' Panegyrich 
even Balance: It is the wiſeſt thing he can do, 
ſo at firſt to undertake any Enterprize, and ſo 
to return from the Execution of it, as if he was 
certain of being ſhortly after call'd upon to give 
a ſtrict Account of all his Proceedings. The 
Prince, who 1s thus punctual, thus religiouſly 
ſcrupulous in caſting up before-hand what he 
ſpends, will be ſure not to ſpend more than he 
may be willing to own. Beſides, from hence 
there is this other Benefit ariſing, that future 
Princes muſt, whether they will or not, be forc'd 
to underſtand and fee plainly how much ſuch 
Journeys colt the Empire : And having two ſuch 
different Examples before their Eyes, they muſt 
give their People leave to judge of their Incli- 
nations, according as they ſhall imitate the one, 
or follow the other. For theſe ſo many and ſo 
great Merits did you deſerve no new Honours, 
no new Titles? And yet you even refus'd the 
Name of a Father of your Country. How ma- 
ny Struggles had we, how long did we combat 
with your Modeſty, and with how much Diffi- 
culty did we overcome it at the laſt! Now this 
was a Name, which all your Royal Predeceſſors 
took upon them at the very Day of their Co- 
ronation, and took it, as | may ſay, of Courſe: 
Juſt at the ſame Time, and in the ſame Man- 
ner, as they did the Titles of Emperor and Ca- 
ſar. But vou delerr'd taking it as long as ever 
you could help it; you would not be prevailed 
upon to accept it, till You Yourſelf, the ſevereſt 
Judge of your own Merit, could no longer 
hold out againſt the Force of our Arguments, 
could no longer help confeſſing your own ſelf, 
that you did deſerve it. You therefore alone, 
among all our Princes, had this good Fortune 
ſingly peculiar to yourſelf, that You was _— 
| | an 
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and truly the Father of your Country, before 


you was titularly and nominally made ſo. We 
wore that Figure of you in our Hearts, we car- 
ried that Impreſſion of you in our very Souls; 
and it little concern'd the Publick Piety, what 
Name you ſhould principally go by, but only 
that we ſhould have appear'd to our own ſelves 
ungrateful, if we had choſen rather to call you 
Emperor and Cæſar, when we had found you by 
Experience to be a Father to us all. And with 
what Benignity, with what Indulgence do you con- 
tinue to keep up to the Dignity of that endear- 
ing Name! ſince you live with your Subjects juſt 
as a Parent lives with his Children; ſince, at the 
Time when you return an Emperor, you ſhew 
by your Actions that you. remember, and force 
us likewiſe to remember, that you went abroad as 
a private Perſon. You think us ſtill the ſame, 
and you think yourſelf ſtill juſt the ſame. You 
will be our Equal, and no more ; and are only 
ſo much greater than us, as you are better than 
us. But oh! what a Day was that! how happy, 
how glorious a Day, when you made your firft 
Publick Entry into this City, the Wiſh and the 
Delight of the Nation! Nay, and as to the 
very Manner of that Entry, how ſurprizing and 
how pleaſing was the Sight! For, whereas our 
former Princes uſed to be conducted into the 
Town (I will not fay) in a Magnificent Chariot, 
drawn by four proud ſtately Steeds as white as 
the driven Snow; but, what had ſtill more of Ar- 
rogance in it, were ſome of them brought into the 


City upon the Shoulders of Men; You walk'd 


familiarly thro' our Streets amongſt us, had no 
Advantage of Height to render you conſpicuous 
above the reft of Mankind, but what Nature 
and the Gods gaye you in Royal-Port and Ma- 

N | D jeſtick 
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jeſtick Stature; and ſo went in Triumph, not 
over the Patience of your preſent Subjects, but 
over the Pride of preceding Princes. Therefore 
neither Age, nor Infirmity, nor Sex reſtrain'd an 
of the People from coming to feaſt their Sight on ſo 
unuſual an Object; but they all flock'd toge- 
ther to behold their Hero with inſatiate Eyes. 
Little Children were brought forth to ſee you; 
the young Men gloried in you, the old Men 
admired you: Even the Sick, negligent of the 
Phyſician's Order, crept into your Preſence, as 
if there, and there alone, they were to find their 
Health, and to ſecure their Recovery. Some 
ſaid, they had now lived long enough, ſince they 
had lived to ſee you, and to ſee you ſo received: 
Others ſaid, that now was the Time to begin to 
live, and to wiſh tor the Prolongation of their 
Days. The Women took new Delight in being 
Mothers, and conceived Pleaſures unfelt before 
in their being fruitful; when they beheld, for 
what a Prince they had borne freſh Subjects! for 
what a General they had brought forth future 
Soldiers! You might ſee the Tops of Houles 
cover d with Spectators, and the Roofs labour- 
ing with the Weight of People, who ſwarm'd, 
climbed, and hung over in ſo adventurous 2 
Manner, as if they were juſt falling from the 
Battlements ; but yet, by reaſon of the Crowds 
below, were not likely to reach the Ground by 
the Fall; ſo throng'd were the Streets on either 
Side, that they left but a narrow Lane for you! 
Paſlage. The Multitude from all Quarters diſ- 
charged alike loud Peals of Joy, and thunder d 
alike from every Part in Shouts and Acclam3- 
tions; while this Rejoicing at your Return being 
as univerſal as the Benefits of it, grew {till great- 
er as you march'd ſtill farther, and advanced 
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upon TR AIX. 
along with you every Step you made. It re- 
joiced the very Hearts of all the People in Rome, 
to ſee you return the Senate that Kits of Peace, 
and thoſe Marks of Friendſhip, which you had 
receiv d from them at your laſt Parting. It 
tranſported whole Multitudes, to behold the Ro- 
man Knights receive a greater Honour than their 


very Order; to behold them all in general enjoy 
ſuch a Place in your Remembrance, that you 
could ſo readily as you did, without the leaft 
Help, ſalute every one of them by their reſpec- 


tive Names. Then again it was pleaſing, it was 


wondrous pleaſing, to obſerve you, in all the full 


Glory of Majeſty, not only with the greateſt 
Condeſcenſion taking Notice of the loweſt and 
meaneſt of your Subjects, but even diſcourſing 
them with the uttermoſt Familiarity and Free- 
dom. But that which was the moſt pleaſing of 
all, that which raviſh'd, as I may ſay, the Minds 


of all and every Spectator, was the ſeeing 


you move gracefully on with a flow, regular, 
and leiſurely Demarch, that the People might ſa- 
tisfy their longing and deſiring Eyes, in taking a 
full View and Survey of you as you palſs'd ; 
that the common People were ſuffer d to come 
near you, nay even to meet you, and to come 
up cloſe to you Side by Side, and Face to Face ; 
that on the very firſt day you truſted your ſa- 
cred Perſon to us all, You came not in cover'd 
round with Guards, but free and open for the 


whole Town to flock about you ; now receiving 


the Addreſſes of your Senators, and now the 
Homage of your Knights, and now the Com- 
pliments paid you by the Flower of the Nobi- 
lity, juſt as they all advanced to you by turns. 
The Lictors clear'd the Way before you, without 
the leaſt Noiſe or Buſtle, but with the greateſt 

1 2 Eaſe 
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Eaſe and Quiet, and the profoundeſt Silence 


imaginable. There was no ſuch thing as diſtin- 
guiſhing your Soldiers from other People by their 
Habit, and they were ſtill more like them in 
their peaceable and modeſt Behaviour. But then, 
Dread Sir, then, when you began to aſcend the 
Capitol; how ſweet, how joyful a Memorial was it 
then to us all, of the Time and the Place of your 
Adoption! What a peeuliar Joy throbb'd in 
the Breaſts of thoſe happy Perſons, who had 
from thence particularly diftinguiſh'd themſelves, 
and had been the foremoſt of all in faluting you 
their Emperor! For me, I do in very deed 
believe, that the God to whom the Capitol is ſa- 
cred, look d down from Heaven upon this Act 
of his with peculiar Pleaſure : But then again, 


when you ſtood upon that very ſacred Spot of 
Earth, from whence your Father had pronoun- 


ced this Secret of the Gods; then, Great Sir, 
how did the Temple then eccho with repeated 
Shouts! how were the former Acclamations re- 
vived ! and how like was this Day to that Day 
which occaſion'd it? How were the Altars load- 
ed with Victims and Sacrifices ! how religiouſly 
Praiſe and Thankſgiving to Heaven for your 
Succeſſion, and how zealouſly devout in putting 
up freſh Prayers for your Preſervation | Right- 


well they knew, that preferring their Petitions _ 


for your Safety, was in Effect calling down a 
Bleſſing from Heaven upon themſelves, their 
Children, and upon all the Concerns they had 
in this World. From hence you retired to your 
Palace; but with fo humble a Look, ſo meek a 
Carriage, as if you had been returning only to 
your own private Houſe ; while the reſt went 

home, 


grateful were the People in rendering Acts of 


2 ; F wi I 
8 80 3 * Ne r 
FC Ee hes 

8 * Te . „F 


ce 
in- 
elr 

in 
en, 
the 
8 it 
ur 

in 
1ad 
es, 
ou 


eq 


un, 


Ir, 
ted 


dur 
ing 
ht- 


%, 7 > 


4 
Cir 


ad 


Jur 
© 2 
to 
ent 
me, 


FEI 


upon TR AIAN. 37 


home, and there renewing their 'Tranſports 
within their own Walls, ſhew'd the Sincerity of 
their honeſt Hearts, that they were happy in 
their own Conſciouſneſs of being ſo, and need- 
ed not, hike Perſons who put on a diflembled 
Air of Satisfaction, any Witneſſes of their Joy. 
An Entry like this would have been the utter 


' Undoing of another Prince: He could not have 


borne ſuch a Tide of Honours, ſuch a Guſt of 
ſmiling Fortune ruſhing in upon him at once, 
with any Equality of Temper. You grow ſtill 
more by it the Object of our Admiration and 


our Love; for you are in Fact that very Perſon, 


whoſe Part other Princes only promiſe to per- 


form. | You are the. firit Emperor that grew 


upon our Aﬀections by Length of Time, that 
proceed even better than you began. We be- 
hold in you thoſe excellent Qualifications happi- 


ly united, which were formerly thought to be 


quite inconſiſtent, to be utterly incompatible, 
the Confidence and Aſſurance of an Emperor, 
that had, as it were, long reign'd over us, joined 
with the Modeſty of a Prince, who was juſt be- 
ginning to govern, juſt entring upon his Reign. 
You can't bear to have your Subjects continually 
throwing themſelves at your Feet, and kneeling 
to kiſs your Hand ; the being an Emperor, has 
not taken away thoſe Vertues of Humanity, that 


| belonged to the private Man. Ir was your Cuſ- 


tom to walk much, and you walk as much now, as 
ever you did: Toil and Labour was your De- 
light, and you take a Pleaſure in it ſtill, In a 
word, Fortune has changed all about you, but 
you it has not changed; you remain unalterable, 
and the ſame. When you go abroad to take the 
Air, every body is free either to ſtop and look 
at you, to come up and meet you, to walk along 
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with you, and make one of the Train, or to go 
on about their own Buſineſs, juſt as they think 
fir. You come among us as familiarly as if you 
was no more than one of us: You don't with a 
fort of forbidding Air coldly permitt, as we 
may ſay, but kindly accept of our Company 
with a certain Look of Invitation : Every one 
ſtays his own Time, and continues or breaks off 
his Diſcourſe, juſt as his own Modeſty ſuggeſts 
to him, ſure never to meet with any Hint, that 
you are tired with his Addreſſes. We are in- 
deed govern'd by you, and ſubject to you; but 
then it is juſt as we are ſubject to the Laws; 
for they regulate our Wills and our inordinate 
Affections; and yet we love them, we approve 
them, we ever know the Benefit of them, and 
are converſant with them every day we live. 
You are eminent and ſupreme, like Power and 
Authority in the Abſtract, which are indeed 
above the Race of Men, but yet are lodg'd in 
the Hands of One for the Benefit of Many. 
E'er you came to reign, Princes, out of an af- 
fected Singularity, diſdaining to do any thing 
like the reſt of Mankind, out of a vain and 


falſe Fear of being thought upon a Level with 


their Subjects, had loſt the Uſe of their Legs 
and Feet: They muſt needs, forſooth, be car- 
ried in State high above our Heads, on the Necks 
and Shoulders of Servants, whom they made 
their Slaves; and yet as proudly and as loftily 
mounted as they were, how much inferior do 


they appear to you! to you, whom your own Fame, 


whom the Glory of your Deſerts, and the Duty 


of your Subjects have rais'd and exalted much 


more above the Heads of thoſe Princes, than 
they were liſted above ours! You are juſtly 
commended to the Skies, while you thus ſubmitt 
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to tread the Earth, and may very properly be 


ſaid to go the farther beyond us, becauſe you 


vouchſate to walk among us. 
My Lords, I can be under no Apprehenſions 
of being thought to dwell too long upon ſuch 
Points as theſe: For certainly there 1s not any 
thing more heartily to be with'd, than that the 
Particulars, for which a juſt Return of Thanks 
is due to Princes, ſhould be many and numerous! 
Numerous, indeed, they are ; but, methinks, 1t 
would be more mannerly, it would be a greater 
ark of Reverence and Eſteem, to paſs them 
by wholly unobſerv'd, and leave them entirely 
to your own private Thoughts, than to be ſhort 
and abrupt in the Delivery of them; becauſe 
It naturally happens, that what the Speaker in 
ſuch Caſes ſeems deſignedly to conceal, is by 
ſuch an artful Suppreſſion ſet off to a much 
greater Advantage, than if it was to be only 
ſlightly and trivially expreis'd. However, with 
your Leaves, I ſhall, if you pleaſe, be pretty 
brief and conciſe in my Remarks upon thar, 
tho ſo great a Part of his Generoſity, which in- 
cited him to enrich whole Families and Tribes 
at once, to beftow an univerſal Largeſs upon all 
his People; and, becauſe tach had been his Pro- 
miſe, to give it them whole and undiminiſh'd, 
even at a Time, when the Soldiers could receive 
but a Part of their Donative. Was not this a 
lively and a pregnant Proof of an uncommon, 
of a more than ordinary Spirit, to give moſt to 
thoſe whom he might the moſt ſafely and the 


\ 


moſt eaſily have deny d? And yet theſe Odds 


too were made up in other Reſpects, and net- 
ther ſide had any room left to boaſt or complain 
of an Inequality. The Soldiers had a Part only; 
but then they were firſt ſerv'd: The People were 
| D 4: forced 
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40 Puriny's Panegyrick 
forced to wait ; but then they were made ample 
Amends for their Patience, by receiving all their 
Largeſs at once What a Divine Temper, what 
a findy'd and artful Goodneſs, as I may call it, 
does here moſt eminently and conſpicuouſly ap- 
pear in managing this Diſtribution with ſo much 
Impartiality? What wonderful Care and Cau— 
tion did you take, that no body ſhould be de- 
barr'd from feaſting upon your Liberality ? 
Shares were even allow'd to thoſe, who had not 
been nominated at the firſt, and who, after the 
Publication of your Edict, were deputed in the 
room of others, whoſe Names had been erazed 


and croſs'd out of the Liſt, Thus many and 


many People taſted of your Bounty, whom you 
lay under no Promiſe to relieve. If one hap- 
pen'd to be derain'd by Buſineſs, another to be 
confined by Sickneſs; if one was upon a Voy- 
age, another upon a Journey, their reſpective 
Dividends were laid up for them : Special Care 
was taken that no one's Diſtemper, Employment, 


or Abſence, ſhould be his Loſs : Each Perſon 


was free to appear at his own Time, whenever 


his Inclinations led him, or his Occaſions would 


permitt him. It was greatly generous, it was 
truly like yourſelf, Heroick Cæſar, to reach the 
moſt diſtant Countries by the Extent of your Li- 
berality ; and not to let even the wideſt Space 
ſet any Bounds to your Munificence. 
particularly glorious in you, and ſtill more like 
yourſelf, wiſely to provide againſt, and power- 


fully to prevent the Miſchiefs of Chance, to tie 


up the Hands of fickle Fortune, 'and bind her, 
as I may ſay, to her good Behaviour; and to 
contrive Matters with ſo much OEconomy and 
Prudence, that, at your diſpenſing a Largeſs, 
there ſhould not be that ſingle Individual - ” 
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upon T RAI AN. 41 
found among all the Roman People, who was 
more ſenſible of his being a Man, than of his 


being a Freeman and a Denizon of Rome. 
On the Day appointed for diſtributing ſuch 


Largeſſes, it was formerly a fix'd and ſettled 


Cuſtom for Swarms of young Children (the 
Promiſe of a future People) to flock together in 
the Streets, and wait the coming of the Prince : 
The Parents took great Pains to ſhew him their 
Little ones, and to teach them, as they fate 
upon their Shoulders, a few ſhort Phraſes of 
Flattery, and little Fragments of Diſſimulation: 
They accordingly liſp'd out what they were 
taught ; bur their pretty and agreeable Prattle 
was generally diſregarded, and went for no- 
thing: They addreſs'd their fruitleſs Prayers to 
the deaf Ears of the Prince, happy only in not 
being conſcious what they ask'd, or what they 
miſs'd of obtaining, till they grew old enough 
to be ſenſible of their Wants. But you could 


not endure the Formality of being intreated : 


And though it was an infinite Pleaſure to your 
Eyes to have them fill'd with ſo large a Proſpect 
of the Roman Progeny ; you paid for the Plea- 
ſure of the Sight before you enjoy'd it; you 
met them in your Bounty, before they could 
approach you in Perſon ; before their Eyes were 
bleſs'd with your Preſence, before the joyful 
Sound of it could reach their Ears, they were 


bleſs'd with your Charity: You commanded 


they ſhould all be taken Notice of, that the In- 
fants might be enroll'd as the Objects of your 
Royal Care, and find, by the Benefits of their 
Education, that you was the Common Father of 
them all: You would have them bred at your 
own Expence, ſince they were bred for your 
Service; and brought up by your Penſions till 
1 | they 
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Sons of Men in general are as deeply indebted 


the whole Charge yourſelf, of bringing up theſe 


chaſe him an Immortality of Fame, than that, 


that there is no room to doubt of the Care 


and puſhing on the Ruin of the Commonwealth 


a Prince, who relying on his Grandees, and 


42 PLIN VI Paneg 'yrick 
they could deſerve your Pay: So that all theſs 


to you alone, as much as every one and each 
of them 1s 1n particular to his Natural Parents, 
You do wiſely, Cæſar, mighty wiſely, to be at 


growing Hopes of Rome; for there is no kind of 
Expence whatſoever, that is more becoming a 
great and mighty Prince, or more likely to pur- 


which he bountifully ſets apart for the Benefit 
of Poſterity. Such and ſo many are the Pro- 
ſpects to the married Rich, while the Con- 
temners of that honourable State lie under ſuch 
ſevere Reſtrictions and Penalties, by our Laws, 


They will take in the Education, as well as the 
Propagation of their Families ; but the Poor can 
have only one Inducement, and that is, the 
Blefſing of breeding up Subjects to ſo good a 
Prince. And That Prince, who is fo {lack in his 
Munificence to theſe Children, who ſeem born 
for no other End than his fole Uſe and Ser- 
vice ; That Prince, who does not even plentifully 
feed, maintain, and cheriſh them, is haſtening 


as faſt as ever he is able; he is driving and hur- 
Tying on, as I may ſay, the Sun of Imperial 
Glory, to ſhroud itſelf in Clouds of Darkneſs, 
and to ſet in endleſs Night. In vain ſhall S0 


wrapp d up in his Nobility, overlo ks the Com- 
mon People, pretend to guard the Head without 
a Body, and without Limbs to ſupport it; that 
Head ſhall ſurely totter, and, tottering, it ſhal] 
infallibly tumble, ruin'd and cruſh'd by its own 
unbalanced and unwieldy Weight. It is ae oor 
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theſe Wl cult Matter to conjecture, what a ſecret Plea- 
ebted ſure you felt within your generous Breaſt, when 
each you was welcom'd and receiv'd with the promiſ- 
*ents, cuous Acclamations, with the united Congratu- 
De ar lations of Parents and Children of both Sexes, 
theſe Old Men and Young, Boys and Infants. The 
id of little diminutive Citizens, in their Coats and 
ns 2 MM Hanging-Sleeves, join'd in the general Chorus: 
pur- A hail to You were the firſt Words that ſome 
that, of them ever ſpoke, while others ſaluted you 
nefit with inarticulate Sounds of Joy : For the former 
Pro- you made an early Proviſion; and your Bounty, 
on- in doing ſo, was the greater, becauſe you left 
ſuch them no room to ask it: On the latter you be- 
ur, ſtow'd your Gifts, before their looſen'd Tongues, 
Dare had the very Power of Asking. And, indeed, 
the among all the numerous Bleſſings of your Reign, 
can this is, I think, the moſt valuable, that your 
the Godlike way of acting makes every Subject, 
d a throughout all theſe wide Territories, tho' ne- 
his ver ſo poor, think it both a Pleaſure and an 
om © Advantage to be the Father of many Children. x27 
ber- No Parent needs be under any extraordinary 
ull y Concern about the Welfare of his Child; he has 
ing nothing to apprehend but the common Caſual- 
lch ties of Life, and the Dangers of Mortality; 
ur- for the Diſpleaſure and Anger of the Prince 
rial ſtand no longer upon the Liſt of Ils that are 
15 iucurable. Now when every Man is ſecure of 


1) finding his Children with proper Suſtenance and 

nd WE Bounty-Money from the Publick, it is a great 

nm- & Encouragement to take Care of their Educa- 
= tion; but where every one is moreover ſure 


ut 

Ar that he 1s bringing up his Children to be the 

all Sons of Freedom and Property, and the un- 

vn doubted Heirs of Liberty, the Encouragement ©® 


if- riſes ſtill higher, and there is a Pleaſure in the 


very 


44 PrrN V Panegyrick 
very Pains and Trouble that they take in breed. 


ing them. Hence, ſhould a Prince take no Care 
to enrich his Subjects; yet provided he attempt. 


ed not to impoveriſn them; ſhould he think it 

not worth his while to maintain them; yet pro- inte 
vided he did not take an unnatural Luſt and! Tr 
Pleaſure in deſtroying them ; moſt Perſons Po! 
would be deſirous of Iſſue, even under ſuch an an 
indifferent Government: But if, on the contra— ne: 
ry, he plunders ſome to give to others; if he ſto 
raiſes one Family upon the Downfall and the 8a 
Ruins of many others; he can't go on very of 
long with ſuch unwarrantable and cruel Proceed- nc 
ings, but he muſt make his People in general ar 
lament and bewail the ſad Fate of their Chil- b! 
dren and Poſterity, make them curſe the Day I 
and Hour on which themſelves were born, and I 
even repent that their Anceſtors ever had a Be- F 
ing. Here, therefore, I muſt take Leave to inſiſ 1 
upon this beautiful Circumſtance of your Libe- f 


rality, as its chief Praiſe, That whatever Bounty 
you beſtow upon your People, flows entirely 
from your own Treaſure ; nor are the Sons of 
our Fellow-Citizens, like the young Savages be- 
longing to their wild Sires of the Foreſt, fat- 
ten'd with Bloodſhed, and pamper'd with Ra- 
pine: "Tis thus they live upon your Favours 
with the greater Guſt, happily conſcious that 
whatever they receive was never wreſted from 
another, and that no body living is the poorer 
for the Wealth that they enjoy, excepting it be 
the Royal Donor alone : And He too can never 
properly be ſaid to be the poorer for it; no, 
for He, who is truly the Lord and the Protector 
of all his Subjects Poſſeſſions, doth himſelf en- 
joy all that ever they in general enjoy. But the 
numerous Varieties of your Glory call me ano- 
© = ther 
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upon | RAI AN. 45 
ther Way: And why yet another Way? as if I 
had already with ſufficient Wonder and Eſteem 
celebrated the Generoſity of your Temper, which 
has tempted you almoſt into a beautiful Error, 
into a kind of Profuſion of your Wealth and 
"Treaſure, when you could not do it with any 
Political View. It was not the Conſciouſneſs of 
any Crime, which was the Motive of your Ge- 


neroſity, that you might quiet all Clamours, 


ſtop the foul Mouth of Report, mollify keen 
Satyr and Invective, or bribe the loud Tongues 
of Scandal and Calumny to be dumb : It was 
not artfully to divert the diſaffected Murmurs, 
and the melancholy Whiſpers of your People, 
by furniſhing them with a more comfortable 
Matter of Diſcourſe : You did not buy off the 
Imputation of a Crime with a pitiful Largeſs of 
Huſh-Money, skin over a State Sore by plaiſter- 
ing it up with a healing Penſion, or compound 
for an A& of Cruelty by an A& of Bounty : 
It was never a Motive with you to do good 
Actions, that your evil ones might be paſs'd over 
unheeded and uncenſured. What you did, you 
generouſly did, not to purchaſe or court any Fa- 
vour from your People (for you wanted none) but 
to augment their Love, to excite their Affections, 
and warm their Loyalty. 'The People of Rome, 


who N before your Tribunal, did not re- 


turn from thence, with the Air and Looks of 

Perſons that were barely fatisfy'd, but with the 

diſtinguiſnable Mien and Geſture of Perſons that 

had been ſingularly obliged. You joy'd as much to 

offer them a Largeſs, as they joy'd to receive it: 

And a Prince reigning in full Security, was the 

Benefactor to Subjects, that knew they liv'd in 
Security þeneath his Government. And tho' the 

Emperors your Predeceſſors, when they had in- 
| curr'd 
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a6 PrrN v' Panegyrick 
curr'd a general Odium, took their laſt Refuge 
in ſome forced Act of Liberality, and parted, 2; 
it were, out of meer Neceſſity, with their 
hoarded, with their mouldy and ſordid Money, 
to make the Ferment of popular and ſwelling 
Spirits ſubſide; You diſtributed your Bounty 
among the People with as much Singleneſs and 
Simplicicy of Heart, as they receiv'd it. Bur 
few, if at all, very few leſs, my Lords, than 
five thouſand Romans has our Prince (as if Good- 
neſs were his very Being) ſought out, found, 
and enroll'd as the Objects of his extenſive and 
unweary d Bounty. Theſe, who are the Sinews 
of War, and the Ornaments of Peace, are e- 
ducated at his Publick Charge, and learn from 
thence to love their Country, not only as their 
Country, not merely as their Place of Birth, 
but as a nurſing and indulgent Mother. Out 
of theſe ſhall our Armies be recruited, and our 
Tribes repleniſh'd, and, in the Courſe of Time, 
ſhall ſpring from their Loins a mighty Progeny, 
whoſe riſing Fortunes ſhall place them above the 
Need of Relief. So may the Gods, Great Ca- 
far, lengchen out your Days as you deſerve, 
and preſerve in you, to the End of them, the 
ſame great Soul, with which they have hitherto 
inſpired you from your Birth. And, when 


reading, you ſhall behold the Lift, the Roll of 
Infants, who are to be the freſh Obje&s of your 


Care, {well to a greater Bulk, and much en- 
larged in its Size (for the Roman Iſſue grows 
every day more numerous, not becauſe Children 
are better belov'd by their Parents, but Sub- 
jects by their Prince) you may, if you pleaſe, 
give Them too new Largeſſes, you may ſettle 
upon Them too freſſi Penſions, if you pleaſe: 
However, if vou do, or do not, it is certain 


they 
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they are born to ſerve you. But, my Lords, 
there is one that I think I may call a continued, 
an eternal Largeſs, beſtow'd by our Prince upon 
all of us without Diſtinction; and that is, his 
having contrived to furniſh this our large and 
populous City with a never-failing Supply of 


Corn. The like provident Care on a certain 
prefling Occaſion added no leſs to Pompey's Glo- 
r, than his baniſhing Ambition and Corruption 
from the Fields and Places of Election, when 
any Candidates were canvaſſing for Offices, than 
his beating hoſtile Navys on the Ocean, and 
clearing the Seas of Pyrates, than his making 
both the Eaſtern and the Weſtern Worlds the 
Scenes of his Triumphs. And truly if he, this 
Great Pompey, thus civilized the World in his 
Time, by the Wiſdom of his Counſels, the In- 
tegrity of his Conduct, and by the Authority 
and Power of his Arms; with no leſs Wiſdom, 
with no leſs Integrity, Conduct, Authority, 
and Power, has 'This, the preſent Parent of us 
all, brought the whole Species of Mankind to 
a due Senſe of the Laws of Humanity. The 
Traveller may now go all the Roads ſecure ; the 
Ports lie free and open for every Paſſenger ; 
the Ocean and all its Coafts are now no longer 
infeſted by thoſe barbarous and ſavage Wretches, 
who made Prey and Rapine their Livelihood: 
Our Prince has freed all People whatſoever from 
the Dangers and the Fears of Plunder and Rob- 
bery, as well in Journeys by Land, as Voyages 
by Sea; and ſettled ſo ſafe and open an Inter- 
courſe of Trade and Commerce between the 
moſt diſtant Nations, as if thoſe Commodities 
which are the Growth but of one Country, were 
the Growth and Product of all. Is it not our 


peculiar Happineſs to behold one plentiful Year 
- ſtill 
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ſtill ſucceeded by another, and furniſhing us 
with an Abundance of every thing that our 
Hearts could wiſh, and that we have all theſe 
Enjoyments without putting our Neighbours to 
any Pain ? for we don't plunder our Friends and 
Allies; we don't mock the Ploughman's Toil; 
we don't rifle them, as if they were our Ene- 
mies, of their green and periſhing Corn, and 
cheat their Barns of the promis'd Harveft ; no, 
we don't give them the leaſt Grounds or Um— 
brage for „ They, of their own Ac- 
cords, bring to our very Doors whatever their 
Soil produces, whatever the different Seaſons of 
the Year afford, whatever their happy Stars ſend 
them, and their Climate brings to Maturity and 
Perfection: Loaded with no new Taxes, they 
chearfully contribute their former Quota's : The 
Publick Treaſury does not purchaſe in Pretence, 
but Reality ; it honeſtly buys in Stores of Pro- 
viſions, and vencs them as honeſtly as it buys 
them: Hence it is that we have Plenty at Home, 
and yet make no Dearth or Scarcity Abroad. 
Egypt has ever boaſted herſelf to be ſuch a 
fertile Nurſery of Corn, that, forſooth, ſhe ſtood 
not in need of any retreſhing Rains, ſhe want- 
ed not the Aſſiſtance of the Heavens to make 
her ſo: No; ſufficiently happy and rich in her 


own Overflowing River, ſhe fatten'd upon no 


other Waters than what ſhe derived from his 


Channels; yet were her Fields cover'd every 


where ſo thick with Corn, that ſhe out-vy'd 


the moſt fruitful Nations, that ſhe deem'd her- 


ſelf the Granary, the perpetual and never-to- 
be-exhauſted Granary of the World ; when, lo! 


ſudden, A prodigious and amazing Drought uni- 
verſally prevail'd, and fatally reign'd throughout 


4 the 


what: was indeed wondrous to behold, on a 
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the Land, till it converted theſe fruitful Fields 


into one vaſt barren Deſart. The Nile ſnrunk 
back; ſickning, he hid his languid and inglori- 


* ous Head within his Channel, nor once attempt- 


ed to lift it above his Banks; the' even then, 
indeed, to do him Juſtice, he was upon a Level 
with the greateſt Rivers. Henee mighty Tracts 
of Land, that uſed to lie ſucking in, as I may 
ſay, a vital, prolifick Juice beneath the Waters; 
were nou quite parch'd up, dried into unfruitful 
Duſt, and crumbled into unprofitable Sand. In 
vain did the famiſhing Sons of AÆAgypt then look up 


to the Heavens with longing Eyes; in vain pray 


for the Appearance of ſome welcome Clouds; 


and a coming Rain, while the great Parent of all 


her earthly. Fruits, ſhrunk and contracted in his 
narrow Urn, confined her Plenty within his 
Channels as cloſely, as he did his Streams : The 
River, quite forgetful of his conftantly diffu- 
five Bounties, when he uſed. in his common 
Courſe to roll thro' the cleft Tops of Moun- 
tains, fell far beneath his loweft Water-Mark ; 
then, with an unperceiv'd and gentle Ebb, ſtole 
backwards, till he {lid of from his mighty Banks, 
and left them bare: Soon a ſurprizing Length of 
muddy. Shores, lying thus naked and expoſed, 
grew dry and ſandy, like the neighbouring 
Fields; the People, quite in Deſpair of having 
any friendly Inundation, and conſequently, de- 
barr'd of every other Hope of Suſtenance, turn 
all their Eyes on Cæſar; Him they implore, 
him they invoke for his Aſſiſtance; with the 


ſame Prayers which they were wont to offer to 


their Nile: Here they are right, here they ſue- 


ceed in their Addreſſes; they groan'd no longer 


under their Misfortunes, than till their Com- 
plaints and their Petitions reach d his attentite 
i ad 
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co Priny's Panegyrick 
and inclining Ear. So ſwift, O Emperor! do you 
ſtretch forth the Hand of Power, fo ready are 
you upon all Occaſions in exerting your darling 


Attributes of Clemency and Mercy, that the 


Wretched nced Uſe no other Methods to relieve 


their Wants, than barely laying them before 


youl) For wy ſhare, I do ſincerely with, and I 
make it my hearty Prayer, that fruitful Years 
and copious Harveſts may for ever bleſs the 
ſeveral Inhabitants of this whole Earth; yet I 
can't help thinking, but that this was a mere 
Trick of Fortune, and that ſhe brought about 
fo ſudden a Change, and reduced Ægypt to ſuch 
a low and periſhing Condition, only purely to 
try your Power, and put your Vigilance to the 
Proof: For, tho' you deſerve to have conſtant 
Succeſs wait upon all you do, and all you un- 
dertake ; yet is it not likewiſe clearly manifeſt, 
that whatever even falls out the moſt unluckily, 


does but yield freſh Matter for the Exerciſe 


of your Vertues, and open for you a larger Field 
of Applauſe? And tho' tis Proſperity that makes 


Men Happy ; you know, Misfortunes alone can 


approve them Great. It hath been, even from 
Time immemorial, an Opinion too generally re- 
ceived, that Rome could not poſſibly ſubſiſt with- 


out the Help of Azypr : This made that vapour- 


ing and inſolent People grow inſufferably vain ; 
they would, forſooth, draw their Faces into 
ſcornful Smiles, and ſneering, cry, Rome was in- 
deed the Miſtreſs of the World, but yet that 
Miſtreſs of the World muſt have her Bread from 
them: Bluſt'ring, they would ſay, That Æg 5s 
River muſt be conſulted, before it could be de- 
termin'd, whether Plenty or Famine was to be 
the Fate of Rome. Well, we have now pour'd 
back upon the Nile its own Proviſions ; it hath 

” receiv'd 


upon TRAIAN. 5 
receiv'd the Corn it ſent; we have exported to 


it the Harveſts it brought us in. From hence let 
that vain, miſtaken Province learn, let her from 


this memorable Experiment believe, that it is 


not Suftenance that ſhe yields us, but a Tribute 
that ſhe pays; let her learn, and know that ſhe 
is not at all neceſſary to the Roman People; of 
this let them reſt aſſured, this let them confeſs, 
and continue to ſerve and obey. The Nile may 
hereafter, if he fancies it, take a Pleaſure in 
his Channel, keep cloſe to his muddy Bed, roll 
up his Streams together in the ſmalleſt Compaſs, 
and hug himſelf within his narroweſt Banks; it 
ſignifies juſt nothing at all to Rome, and ſcarce, 
indeed, to Ægypt. All the Effect it can produce, 
is this, that their Ships will be forced to ſail 
outwards from their Ports empty and unladen, 
as they uſed to return; and then return from 
hence juſt as they uſed to come hither, with 
their full Freight and Burden; while the Me- 
thod and Courſe of their Trading being thus 
alter'd, inftead of offering up their Petitions 


for a ſafe and ſpeedy Voyage hither, they may 


change their Devotions, and pray for a fair 


Wind home. But here I can't but remark, O 
Cæſar, it muſt have paſs'd for little leſs than a 
Miracle, that the. vaſt Supplies ſent to 4AZ2ypr, 
ſhould have had no Effect upon our Markets, 
or rais d the Price of our Corn, but that you 
had providently ſtock d our Magazines ſo well, 
that we had ſtill enough left to ſpare: And 
thus you have given the World a Proof, that 
Rome could do very well, could enjoy herſelf in 
Abundance without Ægypt, but that Ægypt could 
not poſſibly ſubſiſt without Rome. There had 
been an End at once of that moſt fertile Na- 
tion, if it had been ſo curſed as to be, what 
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52 Puinys Panegyrick 
they had miſtaken. as a Bleſſing, a free and in- 
dependent State. With the deepeſt Shame and 
Confuſion, after all their boaſted Self-Sufficien- 
cy, they beheld this unexpected Turn of For- 
tune, and this unexpected Dearth, bluſh'd to ſee 
themſelves become a Nation of perie& Beggars, 
in danger of being ftarved to Death, when your 
ſeaſonable Charity interpoſed, and put ãt once 
a Stop both to their Neceſſity and their Bluſhes. 
Their Husbandmen ftood aſtoniſn'd to ſee their 


Barns repleniſh'd, and cramm'd with Corn not 


their own ; and, flaring at each other in wild 
Surprize mingled with a kind of awkward Joy 
and Tranſport, enquired from what happy 
Ground that Harveſt came, or whether any 
other Part of A&gypt was bleſs'd with a ſecond 
Nile. Thus did your. Liberality cure the Ma- 
lignity of their Soil; and Nile, tho” it often had 
for Azypt, never flow'd higher for our Glory. 
How are now all the Nations, and all the Pro- 
vinces round about us fatisfy'd! How are they 
now pleas d and tranſported, that they are come 
under our Subjection, and pay an Allegiance to 
us; to us, I lay, who are happy in a Prince, 
that, juſt as Time and Opportunity requires, 
can command, at Will, Plenty to travel from 
one Place to another, and to ſcatter Bleſſings 
round every Tract of Land ſhe paſles, juſt as 
he ſees good; that can nouriſh and protect each 
Foreign Nation, tho' far divided from us by 
mighty Seas, juſt as if they were a Part of the 
Roman People. The Heavens themſelves pour 
not down their Bleſſings every where alike ; 
they give not their Rain and Sunſhine to fruc- 
tify all the Parts of. this inhabited World at 
once: But he, alike beneficent to all, if he does 


Miſchiefs 


not prevent the Dearth itſelf, redreſſes all the 
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Miſchiefs ariſing from it : He, if he does not 
make the barren Earth itſelf grow fruitful, tranſ- 


ports to it all the Fruits that it could wiſh to 


bear, from ſome more happy Place. He unites 
the Eaſtern and Weſtern Worlds in one eternal 


Intercourſe of Trade and Commerce; ſo that 


one Country need never want what another en- 


joys, and the Benefits to every particular Cli- 


mate become univerſal; teaching Mankind by 
that means this profitable Leſſon, how much 
more it conduces to their commutual Happi- 
neſs to be all join'd under the Government of 
one Supreme Head, thanyto be divided into 


thouſands of Parties, live in a poor helpleſs 


State, which they miſcall an honqurable Inde- 


pendency, and in a wild kind of Diſcord, which 
Tome have gilded over with the ſpecious Name 


of Liberty. For, if all Countries were to keep 


their particular Commodities to themſelves, each .. | 


muſt be likewiſe obliged to put up with its own 
Inconveniencies, and be forced, without the 
Hopes of Foreign Aſſiſtance, to bear the Bur- 
den of its Domeſtick Wants : But when once 
they are friendly link'd in a Confederacy to help 
one another, when once they agree to live by 
Exchange, no particular Nation can be any 


longer afflicted with particular Wants, but the 


collective Benefits of the whole Creation muſt 


belong to all and ſingular its Parts. But now, 


to reſume my Diſcourſe of the Agyptians, whe- 
ther a certain Divinity attends their Earth, or 
whether ſome Good Genius inhabits their River, 
preſides over its Streams, and rules the Tides, I 
hope that both their Soil and their Waters will 
conſpire to receive very kindly the Grain whigh 
pur Prince has ſo liberally ſent, that they will 
freafure up the Seeds in their moſt pregnant 
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54 PrINV's Panegyrick 


Parts, and reſtore them to us increas d and mul- 


tiply d; I mention not this as if we demanded 
Intereſt; no, but becauſe it is their Part to 
think themſelves under the moſt high and laſt- 
ing Obligations to repay it: They ought to 
make up the Loſs of one barren Year with the 
many ſucceeding Years of Plenty, and for Ages 
together to pay us the more largely and freely 
out of their growing Stock, becauſe we ſo g 

nerouſly decline exacting it. yy When you had 
thus procured abundant Profit and Advantage 
both to your Subjects and your Allies, you, in 


the next place, conſult our Pleaſure. You feaft 


our Eyes with publick and magnificent Shews, 
not the poor tranſient Pageants of a Day, not 
ſuch as weaken and debauch the Soul, not ſuch 
as tend to unman your Subje&s, to unſinew 
their Bodies, and fink them into Effeminacy ; 
but ſuch as muſt excite their Conrage, make 
them rather proud than afraid of handſome 
Wounds and- honourable Scars, and fill them 
with a generous Scorn, and a noble Contempt 


of Death; while they behold even Slaves and 


Criminals themſelves venturing their Bodies to 
mortal Hazards, thirſting greedily after Praiſe, 


glowing with Ambition, fired with the Deſire, 


and inflamed with the Love of Victory. And 


during the long time theſe Repreſentations 


laſted, how much did you ſhew your Goodneſs 
and Juftice ? while you was not to be touch'd or 
mov d by Paſſion, and appear d to be far above 
the reach of Prejudice or Partiality; whatever 


we ask d, we as certainly obtain'd as we ask d it; 


nay, and what was ſtill more, you offer d us all 
what none of us preſumed to ask: You ſeemed 
to chide our Baſhfulneſs, to check us for ftinting 
our Deſires, and invited us to be more free in 
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ul- our Requeſts, and we daily and hourly met with 
ded neu, ſudden and unexpected Favours. How free 
were the Spectators at that time to declare their 
Approbation or Diſlike ? It was not in the leaſt an 
Imputation upon any body, tho' it formerly paſs d 
for a heinous and unpardonable Crime, to expreſs 
a Diſguſt againſt any particular Gladiator. No 
Spectator was himſelf made a Spectacle, or paid 
the Price of his Life on the Top of a Gibbet, or 
in the midſt of Fire and Faggot, for his dear- 
bought Entertainment, and fell a Sacrifice to a 
wretched and fatal Diverſion : He was but little 
ſhort of a Madman, he could not have the leaſt 
Senſe of true Honour, he muſt have had no Sonl in 
him, who conftrued the Looks, the Frowns, or 
Smiles of his Subjects into high Crimes and 
Miſdemeanors, who wreſted the Acts of Sport 
and Merriment into Acts of Treaſon ; who, if we 
did not pay Worſhip and Adoration to his Fen- 
cers, thought his Sacred Perſon outrageouſly af- 
fronted, believed his Majeſty violated, or rather, 
his Divinity blaſphemed and wounded thro' their 
Sides ; having taken into his Head the vain Con- 
ceit, that he himſelf was no lefs than a God, and 
' thole Sword-players his Princely Reprefentatives.+ 
5. But you, O Cæſar! how fair, 1 a Shew 
have you obliged us with, inſtead of ſuch monſtrous 
and execrable Sights as theſe? We have now the 
Comfort to ſee judgment given, and Sentence 
paſs'd, with as much Strictneſs and Severity a- 
gainſt ſuborn'd Witneſſes and baſe Hireling In- 
formers, as againſt Thieves and Outlaws. It 
was but lately that they thought themſelves above 
Danger and Puniſhment, ſcorn'd to skulk about 
in Holes and Corners; they march'd out boldly to 
the Defiance of Vertue in the broad Face of 
Pay, throug d our Femples and crowded our 
EL Ea - Courts 
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56 PLIinys Paregyrick 

Courts of Juſtice : The Deeds of Law, tho? ne- 
ver ſo ſtrong, became void and of no effect: 
Laſt Wills and Teſtaments were no longer of any 
Force; whether a Perſon had or had not Chil- 


dren, it was much the ſame thing: No Degree, 
no Condition of Life was ſecure; but every 


Man's Perſon and Eftate lay at the Mercy of 


theſe Raſcally Traffickers in Perjury. The Ava- 


rice of Princes much augmented the Spreading 
of fatal Miſchief. You quickly had it in your 


Eye, and as quickly reſelv'd upon a Remedy, 
and as you had before reform'd the Camp, ſo now 
you regulated the Courts, You lopp'd away this 


Gangrene of the State, and took proper Precau- 
tions, by having ſeaſonable Recourſe to whol- 
ſome Severities, to fave a City, that was really 
Founded and Eſtabliſn'd by good and ſolid Laws, 
from being ruin'd and undone by the falſe Co- 
lours and ſpecious Pretexts of Law. Therefore, 
altho* you have had both Fortune and Libera- 
lity enough to ſhew us, as you have ſhewn us, 
Numbers of ſele& and choſen Men, that, if we 
conſider their prodigious Bulk, the Vaſtneſs of 
their Make, and the amazing Force and Vigour 
of their huge Bodies, may very properly be call'd 


perfect Sights, and ſtill more fo when we refle& | 
that the Greatneſs of their Souls was every way 


anſwerable to their mighty Strength: Altho' you 
have had the Generoſity to make the wondrous 
Products of the Savage World familiar to our 


Sight; ſnewing us at one time ſtrange Beaſts of 


Prey with all their Native Fercity about them, 
and preſenting at other times, to our wondering 
Eyes, the wildeſt and fierceſt of Animals made 
ſo very tame, that it puzzles Reflexion to con- 


ceive, how they could poſſibly become ſo tractable. 


Tho you have had the Goodneſs to expoſe to 


publick 
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pa View, the Riches, that till of late were 


oarded up in Secret, and the Sight of which we 
began to enjoy in common under you ; I ſay, 
notwithſtanding you have had the Greatneſs of 
Soul to do all this; yet is there nothing more 
delightful, nothing more grateful to the pre- 
ſent Age, than that you have added one more 
pleaſing Sight to all theſe ; the Sight of Informers 


dragg'd thro our Streets with their Faces prone 


to the Earth, and when the Cords writhing their 
Necks, have now and then turn'd up their Heads 


and made them ſhew us their guilty Faces, we 


mark'd, we remember'd the murdering Viſage of 
each perjur'd Villain ; we were delighted with 
his Puniſhment, and enjoy'd his Torments. We 
faw them, and we rejoiced when we ſaw them, 
like ſo many Victims and Sacrifices, that were to 
expiate the cruel Grievances under which they 
had made the Publick groan ; drawn along thro' 


thoſe very Streets, thro* which their Perjuries 


had formerly cauſed Perſons of Integrity to be 
haled away to Death, when we ſaw them lan- 
guiſning under flow and grievous Tortures, ex- 
piring by Degrees at the Place of Execution, 
where they had cauſed innocent Men to ſuffer, 
and the Blood of the Guiltleſs to be ſhed. Whole 
Gangs of them were crowded together on Ship- 
Board, committed to the Mercy of the Waves, 
left at the Devotion of Wind and Weather, 


that, if Fate ſhould ſo order it, they might be 


toſs d away (as it were) with a Whirl-wind from 
the Continent, which they had laid waſte and de- 
ſolate ; by their falſe Blood-ſhedding Oaths, and 
Murdering Informations : And that, if the Fates 
ſhould permitt one of them here and there to 
eſcape the juft Vengeance of the Billows gaping 
as it were to demand him among the reſt of the 
PR YEE Tm en 06120” 2 
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deteſted Race merely for the preſent ; hut for 


58 Prinr's Panegyrick 
ſinking Criminals, and ſhould reſerve him for the 


Rocks, he might there lie on the naked Stones 
or wander over Barren Places a ſingle melan- 


choly Inhabitant, toil for a meagre Suſtenance, 


roan and ſweat beneath a weary Life, and find 
Feifare enough in his Solitude, to pain Remem- 
brance with ſharp Remorſe, and make Memor 
quite ſore, with refle&ing how wickedly he had 
brought upon himſelf the juſt Doom of being 
this unhappy Wretch, this lonely Outcaſt, from 


the Society and Protection of Mankind. XA Me-“ 


morable Sight this! A Fleet of Evidences turn'd 
looſe upon the wide Ocean, expos'd to the Rage 


and Fury of the Winds; conſtrain d, when Tem- 


eſts roar d their loudeſt, to hoiſt up all their 
ails together, and to expand the bellying Can- 
vaſs to receive each dangerous Blaſt; while they 
were forced oer every Swell of Waters, by driving 
Waves till their Career ſhould be ſtop'd by daſh- 
ing on a Rock. Oh! *"twas a Gallant Proſpe& 
to ſtand ſecurely on the Haven's Side, and thence 
to view the ſcatter'd Navy, expreſſing in the 
midſt of Danger, Acts of "Thankſgiving to a 
Prince, who preſerving his own Clemency, left 


and committed the Revenge of Man and Earth, 
to the vaſt Element of Waters, and to the Gods 


of the mighty Deep. We had, at this Juncture, 


* 


the beſt Opportunity of judging upon the Diffe- 


rence of the Times, when we beheld the Guilty 
alone confin'd to thoſe Rocks, where innocent un- 
happy Men had been formerly Inhabitants, when 
we knew that unfrequemed Shores and deſart 


Wands, which injured Senators had been lately 


obliged to vilit, were more properly planted and 


flld with a miſcreant -Crew of baſe Informers : 


And truly you have not only freed us from this. 


ever 
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upon TRA 59 
ever ſuppreſs d them, by making them juſtly li- 


able and obnoxious to a thouſand Penalties. Are 
they for going upon the Hunt after their beloved 
Sequeſtrations, and for ruining the Eſtates of 
others? Why then every thing bar enjoy upon 
this Earth, ſhall be confiſcated. Are they for 
driving People out of Houſe and Home? Well 
then their intended Cruelty ſhall be turn'd up- 
on their own Heads, they ſhall be doom'd to 
be Fugitives and Wanderers themſelves. They 
muſt not now, as formerly, think they have no- 
thing but Mock-Puniſhments to undergo ; they 
muſt not any longer flattter themſelves that they 
ſhall only hold forth their unredning and brazen 


Foreheads, to be mark'd with a harmleſs Cold 


Iron, ever laughing and ſneering, becauſe never 
hurt when they come to be ſo ſtigmatized: No, 
they are to pay to the laſt 1 They are to 
meet with Damages equal to the Bribes they ex- 
pected to meet with. They have more room for 
Terror than for Hope; the Time is now come, 


when they muſt live under all the diſmal Appre- 


henſions that they were wont to cauſe, and dread 


others as much, as they themſelves have been 
formerly dreaded. With a Soul truly noble did the 


Divine Titus meditate our Security, and provide for 


! our Revenge; and it was for ſuch Acts as theſe 


that we reckon'd him equal to a Deity : 'Then 
how much more juſtly hereafter (but long may the 

Coming of that Hereafter be) ſhall you be deem'd 

worthy of a Place in Heaven, who have added fo 

many greater Actions to thoſe, for which we en- 

titled him a God, and made him the Object of 

our 5 ? The Task became ſo much more 

difficult and arduous ; and conſequently ſo much 

the more Glorious for -yon, that the Imperial 
Nerva, who deſerv'd you for his Son, defſerv'd 

355 | you 


* o 
2 2 58 = 1 : 
- y T2 . = 3 23 * Pg Wien 9 7 2 5 9 1 © Tat nr BR g_ * F 3 "> — — 
r 1 dar D R — 2 - Wy — 5 2 1 — — r 2 
2 GE , Pp 4 wa b = 2 5 — 8 : - — — 2 * N . a PANS 8 3 
2 \ > * * » — K . — - A * . . 3 2 — - = N 9 =: * * 
- 8 92 s wa OR . 7 ; : d 2 * . — 4 * 25 — — — PRE Te Er Soho _ - — — . Ke. <0 — 2 2 
nw * am = — i. ak 5 — re" = wy 3 Eu nt ett — EY — ; === — — eo. ä 
* D d - == 2 a Ss * ; «; 4 8 i 7 — — — - — 3 "I = * "a . 
n SIT > 27 NA I —— 77 cen, ; not ES U K * g _— - eee ern 7H > * "i Z SF; . . ” 3 8 = 4 A % 
i —— — wh — — * 5X: PR + * N 5 A 7 a . 3 a — 
IV, 8 = COM The : —_— 2 7 — = * 


— 2 
* 
i 3 1 — 
: ene) com or ED 
2 I 


= 
. erer 
Dy WO 


\ \ 


60 PrLinvy's Panegyrick 

you for his Succeflor, had raiſed ſuch mighty Su- 
perſtructures on the Foundation of that Edict, 
put qut by Titus, that he ſeemed to have left 
nothing more for you to do: Yet have you 
nevertheleſs ſo far enlarg'd it, and done ſo very 
much, that it looks now as if nothing at all had 
been dane before. There 1s not that one Ar- 
ticle among all theſe wond'rous Reformations you 
have wrought, but what muſt, even ſingly con- 
ſider' d, have render d you highly Gracious in the 


Eye of Man: But you pour'd forth theſe nume- 


rous Bleſſings upon us all at once, juſt like the 
Sun and Day-Spring from on high, that viſits us 
not by Halves, but ſtands with its whole Glorious 
Body confeſs'd to Sight ; which illuminates not a 
Part, but jrradiates the Face of all created Nature; 
that deals not out its beamy Glory to one or two, 
but communicates its mighty Influence to be en- 


joy'd by all the World in common How great iz! 


the Bleſſing, to fee our Treaſury free, and enjoy- 
ing as profound a Tranquillity, as ever it did in 
thoſe happy Times, when the Name of an In- 
ormer was unknown among us! Saturn, the Deity 
to whom the Place is dedicated, may be now tru- 
iy ſaid to inhabit there. It is now indeed a 


Temple: It is no longer made a Publick Lumber- 


Houſe to hold the Spoils of our Citizens; no 
longer made a Receptacle of Cruel and Bloody 
Plunder: And in this vaſt Orb of Earth, there 
js yet one Place left, where the Bounteous In- 
fluence of the beſt of Princes renders the Good 
too hard for the Wicked. The Honour of the 


Law is maintam'd, nothing is abridg'd that tends 


to the Utility and Emolument of the Common- 


wealth ; Penalties are nor remitted ; but new Pu- 


piſhments aſſign'd: And the Caſe is ſo well al- 


ter d, that Men have now the Laws and not In- 


formers 


way. 
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gu- formers to fear. But, perhaps, you may not have 
dict, taken ſo much Care in regulating your Private 1 
leſt Exchequer as the Publick Treaſury : Yes, more 
you ſill, inaſmuch as you believe you may take a 
very greater Liberty in what immediately concerns 
had yourſelf, than in what concerns the Publick. Any 
Ar- Man may at this time of Day very freely ſay to 
you your Advocate, or your Attorney, Come to your Try- 
con- al, Appear before the Court; for Juſtice may be now 
1 the had againſt them, as well as againſt ordinary Of- 
me- fenders ; their Penalties the ſame, or rather in- 
the deed greater, if we meaſure their Puniſhment by 
3 us the Greatneſs of their Figure and Quality. A Man 
ious becomes Judge of the Exchequer now, by the Urn 
ot 2 and the Lot, as Chance ſhall happen to determine 
ure: in his Favour : Every body has the Freedom to 
two, ſpeak his Mind, and to ſay of one, Iwill not have 
en- him, he is unqualify'd ; he is a timorous Man, 
at 1% and does not- ſufficiently underſtand the Intereſt 
joy- of his Country, or to exclaim againſt another; 
an © I don't approve of him, I will not have him for 
In- my Judge, he may be partial, he is too paſſionate- 
eity I fond of Cæſar: Thus the Prince and his Sub- 
TU- jects try out their Titles at the ſame Bar: And, 
3 Sir, to your Eternal Honour be it ſpoken; your 
er- Exchequer is frequently caſt, whoſe Cauſe can 
no never be made a bad Cauſe of, but under a good 
ody Prince. This is certainly an extraordinary Effect 
ere of your diſtinguiſh'd Goodneſs ; but great as this 
In- is, 1t is ſurely far Greater in you Kill to have ſuch 
zod Advocates, that your Subjects do not wiſh for any 
the better Judges; and yet every Man that diſputes 
1d; his Title, is free to ſay, I will have another Judge, 
i for your Favours have no Neceſſities annex'd to 
u- them; you know that the chief Glory of a Prince's 
* | Favour conſiſts in this, that the Perſon who may 
In- uſe them if he pleaſes; may, if he plc aſes like- 
ers 5 wile, 
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Prinys Panegyrick 
The Expences attending every Government, na- 
turally carry along with them a Neceſſity of hay- 
ing ſome Taxes impoſed ; which, tho' they are 
for the Utility of the whole Body-Politick, are 
diſadvantageous to ſome of its particular Mem- 
bers. Among the Number of theſe may be 
reckon'd, the Tax call'd the Twentieth Part, which 
was formerly decreed to be levied out of all Le- 
gacies whatſoever, without any manner of Ex- 
ception. This Tax was eaſy and light, when it fell 
upon Heirs that were not the leaſt akin to the 
Deceaſed ; bur it fell heavy upon thoſe who were 
the nextin Blood : And therefore,the Government 
ſtill retains this Law with regard to the former, 
but has remitted it to the latter ; becauſe it was 
apparent that Men could never be brought to 
endure, without the utmoſt Reluctance, or rather 
indeed, that they could never be brought at all 
to endure any Diſtreſſes to be made upon the 


Fortunes and Eſtates, to which they were en- 


titled by their Birth, and by the Sacred Laws of 


Society ; which they never look'd upon to ap- 
pertain to any other Family but their own, and 


which they had not only Hopes of as a common 
Legacy, but an inherent Right to enjoy as their 
own proper and immediate Inheritance, that was 
to be tranſmitted again from them to the next 
Perſon, according to the Rules of Deſcent and 
Proximity of Blood. This Indulgence of the Law 
reach'd no farther than the Old Denixons of Rome; 
it included not the new ones: No, as for their 
part, whether they were made free by the Right 


of Latium, or the Favour of the Prince, unleſs 


they had likewiſe a particular Grant given them 
at the ſame time, to inveſt them with the Right 
of Kindred ; the Eye of the Law look'd upon 

| them 


iſe, be equally at his Liberty to refuſe them.) ; | 
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them as utter Aliens and Strangers, even where 


| they had the cloſeſt Ties, and the ſtrongeſt Bonds 


of Conſanguinity to plead. Thus what was meant 


as the greateſt Benefit, was turn'd into the greateſt 


Injury ; and the City of Rome was like unto a 
City of Hatred and Diſſenſion, a City of Jarring 
Orphans; as how indeed ſhould it be otherwiſe, 
where the deareſt Pledge of the Marriage-Bed, 


tho' they preſery'd their Piety to one another, 


were diſunited by the very Lays and Cuſtoms of 
the Land? And yet, even then, ſome People ap- 
pear d ſo paſſionately fond of the Name of Roman, 
that they thought the Freedom of our City was 
well purchaſed at the Price of paying the Twentieth 
Part; and rather than not wear that Title, diſ- 
regarded the Incumbrance, that muſt clog their 
Inheritance, and all the Damages it might create 
among their Kindred. Theſe ſurely, above all 
Men, deſerved their Freedom gratis, who valued 
it at ſo high and ſo precious a rate: This was 
your Reaſon for making it a Sanction, that what 
Fortune ſoever came to the Children by the Mo- 
ther, or to the Mother by the Children, ſhould 
not be liable to a Taxation of the Twentieth Part, 


even altho' they had not obtain'd a particular 


Grant to inveſt them with the Right of Kindred, 
at the time of their being made Free of the City. 
He granted the ſame Immunity to a Son with re- 
gard to his Paternal Eſtate, only with this Proviſo, 


: | that the Son ſhould in ſuch a Caſe be under the 


Juriſdiction and Protection of his Father: For 
this wiſe Prince deem'd it Diſhoneſt, Unprece- 
dented; and almoſt Criminal, to load ſuch near 
Relations with a Tax, and that it was commit- 
ting a kind of Sacrilege, to cut, as it were, a- 
ſunder ſuch holy Ties, by the Edge of ſo rigid a 
Law, as ſhonld reſcind a Twentieth Part of the 
| | Father's 
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Father's Poſſeſſion from the Inheritance of his Son: 


And that there was no Neceſſity of State ſo great, 
that could be in reaſon regularly pleaded for im- 
poſing ſuch Taxes, as would be ſure to put Pa- 
rents and Children upon the ſame Footing, as if 
they were utter Strangers to each other. Thus 
far proceeded Your Royal Predeceſſor; and if in 
this he did not act up to the complete Character of 
being the beſt Sovereign in the World, he acted 
at leaſt, on this Occaſion, like the beſt and the 


moſt indulgent of Fathers: For greatly Conſcious | 


to himſelf, that the Perſon, whom he was going 
to adopt, would certainly prove the very beſt 
of Princes, he contented himſelf with barely point- 


ing out the Manner, and reſerv'd wholly to his 


Son, the Honour of executing and accompliſhing 
{o vaſt and fo glorious a Detign. Your Liberality 
therefore immediately ſtept in, and puſh'd on his 


Royal Bounty to a nobler Height, while you or- 


dain'd that as the Son ſhould Untax'd and Unmo- 
leſted enjoy theInheritance from his Father; ſo the 
Father ſhould be quieted in the undiſturb'd Poſ- 
ſeſſion of all his Son's Eftate ; and not, the Mo- 


ment after having loſt a Son, loſe likewiſe the 


Benefit of his ever having been a Father. It was 
an excellent Diſpoſition of Mind in you, O Caſar, 
that you could not bear to ſee the Anguiſh of a 
Parent made Tributary, nor a barbarous Tax 
laid upon his Pious Tears. The Father may 
now quietly poſſeſs the Fortunes of his Son with- 
out any cruel Diminution ; and as he has no Part- 
ner in his Sorrows, he has none in his Eftate: 


No body has now the ſavage Power of rowzing 


the Orphan out of the firſt Pangs of his Aſtoniſh- 
ment, and forcing him amidſt the Anguiſh and 
Bitterneſs of his Soul, to look over his Accounts, 
or of compelling the Father, whoſe Eyes were 

newly 
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upon TRA AN. 65 
newly blinded with Tears, to wipe away the Guſhes 
of Nature, and compute an Inventory of whar the 


Son had left him. It ſeems to me, My Lords, that 


I am augmenting the Value of the Benefit beftow'd 


by our Prince, all the while that I am ſhewing the 


juſt Motives and mighty Reaſons he had to in- 
duce him to this Act of Liberality and Munifi- 
cence. For ſurely every thing, that is done in this 
kind, and is not directly conſonant to Reaſon, 
may be call'd Ambition, Vain-Glory, Prodigality, 
or by any other worſe Name; but ought never to 
be honour d with the Title of Liberality. It ſhews 
your Compaſſionate Nature in the faireſt Point of 


Light, that you ſtudy thus to leſſen a Father's 


Load of Wo, and cure the Heart-Ach of a Child- 
leſs Parent; ſo far was you from conſenting, as 
your Predeceſſor Kings had done, to a Law that 
permitted freſh Weights of Sorrow to oppreſs the 
Diſconſolate. A ſurviving Father, that is unhap- 

pily become the Sole Heir of an only Son, whom it 
was the Wiſh of his Life to leave his Heir, is cer- 
tainly an Object of ſufficient Wretchedneſs, and 
feels abundant Miſery : What, then, muſt he be- 
come? What muſt he undergo ? if he has a Co- 
heir in his Fortunes, and a Coheir forced in up- 
on him by the Law, and not ever ſo much as once 
named or thought of by his dear departed Son? 
Beſides, ſince the Divine Nerva had made a Decree, 
that Children, when they came to the Eſtates of 
their Fathers, ſhould be Exempt from this Tax; 
it was but juſt and reaſonable, that the ſame Privi- 
lege and Freedom ſhould be granted to Parents, in 
the Eſtates, which they received from their Chil- 
dren. For why ſhould Children be more indulged 
by the Law, than their Progenitors ? And why 
ſhould not the ſame Right of Equity aſcend ? You, 
Caſar, have removed this Exception, upon the 
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Proviſo, that the Son be under the Father's BY 


riſdiction; having an Eye, as I conceive, to that 
Fundamental Law of Nature, which binds down 
all Children under an Eternal Obligation of Liy- 
ing in due Suhjection to their Parents, and al- 
lows not to Rational Beings, what 1s wildly pra- 
&iſed among Brutes alone, that Strength ſhould 
give the only Title to Dominion and Command, 
But our Prince is not contented with granting on- 
ly to thoſe of the firſt Degree in Blood, an Immuni- 


ty from this Tax; his Bounty reaches ſtill farther, 


and he grants it likewiſe to thoſe of the ſecond: 
So that the Brother is to enjoy the Siſter's For- 


tune, and the Siſter the Brother's; the Uncle and 


Aunt are to be poſlefs'd of the Goods belonging 
to their Nephews and Nieces, and the Nephews 
and Nieces to receive the fame Benefit from them, 
without being accountable to the Law for any 
Faxes of this Kind. Nay, what was ftill more, 
he granted the very ſame Privilege to thoſe, who, 
by the Right of Latium, were made Free of Rome, 
and allow'd them to plead the Rights of Kin- 
dred, according as the Courſe of Nature directed. 
Theſe are Favours, which precedent Princes had 
indeed put ſome particular Perſons upon petition- 
ing for; but then they put them upon it, ra- 


ther with a View of manifeſting their Power by 


rejecting, than of ſhewing their Goodneſs by 
granting their Addreſſes. We may very aptly 
learn from hence, how to meaſure the real Va- 
lue and Greatneſs of this Princely. Action, by 


which Families, that had been ſcattered in Con- 


fuſion, and in a manner torne to Pieces, were 
happily reunited and cemented together; by 
which the late ſevered Branches were inoculated 
2:14 1e:ngratfted, as I may ſay, in the main Stock, 
: 0 Spring forth and Flouriſn afreſh : How 

. e 1 particularly 
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particularly noble-ſpirited does he appear in this 


Action? How greatly does he diſtinguiſh himſelf, 


while he ſo freely gives of his own Accord, what 


had been ſo poſitively deny'd to repeated Ad- 
dreſſes, and while he makes a Gracious Preſent 
of a general Grant to the whole Collective Body 
of his People, in a Caſe, in which particular Per- 
ſons had frequently ſued for it in their own Behalf, 
as a Special Favour, and as frequently ſued for 
it in vain : While, in fine, he bravely and gallant- 
ly ventured to deprive himſelf of ſo many glori- 
ous Opportunities, as. he might have daily had, 
of acting the freſh BenefaQor, and put out of 
his Power the vaſt Capacity of ſhewing, how much 
ſome were in his Favour, and others in Diſgrace. 
He muſt have thought it, as I conceive, a very 


unworthy Proceeding in their Governors, to lay 


Men by Law under the Neceſſity of petitioning 
that as a Favour from an Earthly Power, which 
the Gods had freely given them, as their natu- 
ral, undoubted, and unalterable Property. You 
are Brothers and Siſters; You are Grandfathers 
and Grandchildren to one another : And why 
ſhould you (becauſe you are ſo) be impoveriſh'd 
with a Tax? Well! it is therefore now left to 
your own Breaſts, it is entirely in your own 
Power, that, as you are Relations, you may be 
truly So to one another; and your Alliances are 
now your Privileges, to exert your Kindneſs as 


far as you pleaſe. The Emperor, according to 


the reſt of his Princely Moderation, thinks it an 


Act no leſs invidious, to grant you your own In- 


heritances, as if he was granting you a Thing 
you ought to Petition. for, than it would be to 


_ deprive you of them quite. Proceed, therefore, 


all of you with Unanimity and Reſolution ; and, 
with an honeſt Alacrity, ſtand up boldly for Ho- 
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nours and Preferments, and ſtrive who ſhall ſerve 
the ſeveral Offices of the City. Let the dif- 
member d and the lopp'd Branches of Families 
lie no longer like ſo many Stumbling-Blocks in any 


body's Way: All Perſons are entirely qualify'd to 


enjoy the ſane Claims and Advantagesariſing from 
Proximity of Blood, as they did before, and to en- 


joy them upon better Terms. Where the Degrees 


of Kindred are ſo very diſtant and remote, that 
they almoſt ceaſe to deſerve the Name; yet, even 
there, provided the Eſtates ſo convey'd, amount 
not beyond a Competency, they ſhall be free from 
paying the Tax: For the Common Parent of us 
all has been bounteoully pleas'd to lay the Sum 


very high, that is to be receiv'd by a Legatee, 


before he can be ſubject to this Act. This Law 
is not deſign'd to lie Burdenſome and Heavy up- 
on ſlender Incomes, that are unable to ſupport it. 
Nay, ſo far from it, in ſuch Caſes, the Heir may, 
if the Spirit of Gratitude ſhould be ſo ſtrong 
upon him, lay out the whole Sum on a Funeral 


and a Monument; no Afiſtant, no Superinten- 


dent, 1s to overlook him. Be the Conſideration 
what jt will, upon which the Legacy was left him, 
he may take Poſleſſion of all the Money in quiet, 
and enyoy it with Security ; the Law for Payment 
of the Twentieth Part is now ſo well regulated, 
that a Man muſt be very Rich indeed before the 


Statute can affect him. What were before Acts 


of Injuſtice, are now become Acts of Privilege; 
and the Subject of Complaint and Oppreſſion is 
turn'd into che Subject of Congratulation and 
Joy: An Heir cannot, as things now ſtand, wiſh 
himſelf happier than to be rich enough to pay 
the Tax The ſame Edict contains a Clauſe, 
Epacting, That thoſe who had not paid the Tuen- 
tiet Part, and ſhould be found in Arrears the 
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upon TR AIA N. 69 
State, ſhonld not be compell'd to bring in their 
Money, but be freely diſcharged. What was 
once gone and paſt, ſeem'd to be out of the 
Power of the Gods themſelves to remedy ; yet 
you found a Remedy for it, and very wiſely 
and bountifully provided, that ſome Subjects 
ſhould not be deemed actually indebted to the 
State upon that Account, which was never more 
to be the Occalion of any Subje&s becoming 
Debtors to the Publick for the future. Thus you 
put us into ſuch a Condition of Affairs, as if we 
had never fallen under any Mal-Adminiſtration 
before; and had it lain within the Popper of Hu- 
mane Nature to compaſs, how willingly, how 
gladly would the fame good Genius have reſtored 
to ſo many plander'd and murder'd Families all 
their loft Blood and "Treaſure 2 You abſolutely 
_ prohibit the Exaction of any Debts that did not 
begin to be due during your own Reign : Any 
other Prince, under the pretence of reſenting 
the Contumacy and punithing the Contempt, 
would have revenged their Backwardneſs in pay- 
ing, by laying upon them a heavy Fine of twice, 
or perhaps, four times the Sum. But you think 
there is little or no Difference between that Act 
of Injuſtice, which enacts what gught never in 
the Nature of things to have been made a Debt, 
and that which firſt exacts that it ſhould be made 
ſo. It is thus, O Cæſar! that you take upon you 
all the weighty Cares and Solicitudes of a Con- 
ſul: And truly, when I reflect with myſelf, that you 
alone have remitted our Aſſeſsments, beſtowed 
the Donative upon the Soldiers, offer d the Con- 
giary or Largeſs to the People, driven away 
and baniſh'd Informers from the Land, miti- 
gated our Taxes; methinks you might very natu- 
rally have this Queſtion put to you? Have you 
1 ” 2 ; made 
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made a proper and ſufficient Calculation of the 


Revenues of the Empire? Or is there ſuch Ma- 


gick in well-regulated Frugality, that a little 


rightly managed can anſwer ſuch vaſt Expences, 


and ſuch numerous Acts of Munificence > For 
what elſe can be the Reaſon, that others, when 
they ſeized whatever they could lay their Hands 
on, and held cloſe whatever they ſeiz'd, ſhould 
fill remain in the downright Want of all things, 


in ſuch a State of Iridigence, as if they had ne- 


ver made a fingle Seizure; and that you, while 
you are ſo frequently pouring forth many Boun- 
ries on your People, and never taking any thing 
from them, ſhould have all things notwithſtand- 
ing in Plenty and Abundance ? Princes have been 
rarely found to live without ſome mercenary Flat- 
terers about their Perſons, who putting on a Face 
and Air of profound Gravity, and moulding their 


Countenances into Supercilious and Political 


Forms, have affected a very peremptory Manner 
in making their Demands for the Profits of the 
Exchequer, over which they preſided. Indeed 
the Princes themſelves uſed, of their own Inclina- 
tions, to be ſufficiently Covetous and Rapacious ; 
and, to give them their due, needed no Inftrucors 
in ſuch Caſes. Yet fill they learned many Ways 
and Means of us Subjects againſt ourſelves. But 


You, Sir, ſhut your Ears againſt all Inſinuations 
whatſoever ; the Voices of mercenary Flattery, 


and the Tongues of wheedling Avarice are, what, 
above all things, muſt deſpair of Acceſs to the 
Royal Ear. Theſe Informers therefore, are now 
as profoundly Silent, as if they were either mute 
by Nature, or elſe ftruck ſuddenly dumb. They 
find they have not a Perſon fit for ſuch as them 
to perſuade, and therefore they don't offer to 


perſuade him. Thus while we are highly indebted 


to 
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to you for the Exemplary Excellence of your 


Manners and Conduct, we likewiſe are infinitely 
obliged to you for the great Reformation, and the 
riſing Probity of our own. The Yocouian and Julian 
Laws never brought ſuch Heaps of Wealth into 
the Treaſury and the Exchequer, as have been 
forced into them out of Forfeited Eſtates by 


Mock-Conſpiracies and pretended Acts of Trea- 
on, which were craftily laid, and artfully charged 


by the moſt Wicked upon the moſt Innocent of 
Men. You have entirely freed us from any Ap- 


prehenſions of this Nature, by wiſely confiding in 
your own real Greatneſs, while of all the other 


Princes, who had vainly propoſed to themſelves 
a falſe imaginary Grandeur, thoſe were particu- 
larly forced to Guard it by the moſt active Jea- 
louſies and the moſt Self-Racking Suſpicions, who 
carry'd their lawleſs Luſt of Empire the higheſt, 
and labour'd the moſt induſtriouſly to make Ma- 


Jeſty a Terror. Hence we find the moſt uſeful 


Vertues growing every Day ftronger among us, 
Fidelity among Friends, Filial Piety among Chil- 
dren, and Duty 1 Servants. The Servants 
once more obey with Reverential Love and Aue, 
and demonſtrate that they have a juſt Senſe of 
the Reſpe& which is due to their Maſters. Not 
our Slaves ; No, not they, but we ourſelves are 
now treated like the propereſt Friends of our 
Prince. The Father of his Country does not 
think he reigns more in the Hearts of theſe 
Menials, that belong to his honourable Subjects, 
than in the Hearts of thoſe Subjects themſelyes. 
You have bid us all be free from the Fear and 
the Danger of a Family-Accuſer ; and fince you 


have given us this your Word for the Publick Se- 


curity, we cannot help Fang but that it 1s juſt 
like as if you had ſet up a Flag of Peace, and 


F 4  deliver'd 


72 PLINV'S Panegyrick 
deliver'd us from what we might too properly call 
a diſmal and dreadful kind of Domeſtick and 
Servile Warfare. And in this you have done as 
reat an A& of Goodneſs to the Slaves them- 
. as to their Lords and Maſters. For if 
you have made theſe ſecure and eaſy, you have 
made thoſe juſt and honeſt: And yet your Mo- 
deſty will not allow any Praiſes to be due to 
theſe happy Reformations ; you think it a neceſ- 
ſary Piece of Conduct that ſcarce deſerves our 
Commendation, or indeed our Thanks. But then 
for our parts, as often as ever we reflect upon it, 
how gratefully muſt the Idea work in all honeſt 
Minds? eſpecially, when at the ſame Moment, 
that dreadful Time, but very lately paſt, ſhall 
preſs in cloſe and ftrong upon our Memories, 
when a Prince ſtoop'd ſo low as to treat with our 
Menials; tempted them with ſhameful Bribes to 
bear falſc Teſtimony againft their Maſters, point- 
| ed out to them the very Crimes they were to 
1 ſwear upon them, taught them the Leſſon of Per- 
jury, as it were, by rote; inſtructed them to ac- 
cuſe cloſely, to be ſure to ſtick to it ſtiffly and 
effectually, and to lye to the Purpoſe, and with 
a good Grace. This was a fatal and ſure kind 
of Miſchief, that muſt be terrible to all, be- 
cauſe it threaten'd every body; and yet not any 
body could avoid it. Every Mortal lay open to 
certain and infallible Ruin, provided he had the 
Misfortune to be ſerv'd by a ſingle Vaſſal among 
all his Domeſticks, that would barter away his 
Veracity, and ſell his Conſcience to that moſt 
Princely Suborner. — In the ſame large Cata- 
logue of your numerous Vertues, we muſt like- 
wile take the Liberty to record our 'Thanks, that 
our Laſt Wills and Teſtaments are now held Sa- 
cred, and become ſecure; and that the true In- 
tent 
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tent and Meaning of all Teſtators is now moſt 
religiouſly obſerv'd. If you are bequeathed Part 


of an Eſtate, you do not forcibly enter upon the 


Whole; and, where no Legacy is deſign'd to you, 


there is no Recourſe had to Fraud and For- 


gery to make you out a ſpecious and a coun- 
terfeit Title. Again, ſhould any Perſon, unna- 
turally forgetful of the Offfpring of his own Bo- 


dy; or ſhould any one, loſing his Senſes on the 


Sick Bed, give away the Right of his Eſtate and 
Fortune from one to whom he was bound by the 
neareſt Ties of Blood ; you take a Pleaſure in 
declining Riches, that flow thro' a Courſe ſo in- 
direct and ſo unworthy a Channel. There is no 
room left by this way either to bribe Favours 
from you, or to purchaſe your Pardon : Nothing 


but your own pure Merits ever make you an 


Executor. Every Dying Man is left entirely to 
his own Will and Pleaſure in the Diſpoſal of his 
Fortunes; your particular Friends may remem- 
ber you, bur Strangers are under no ſuch Ob- 
ligation. I know of no Difference that was ever 
made in this Reſpect, between the time of your 
having been a Subject, and the time of your be- 


coming an Emperor, unleſs it conſiſts in this, 


That as your Love and Affection to Mankind 
is now grown more generally diffuſive, ſo are 
you now with great Juſtice more generally and 
univerſally beloved. Truſt me, Ceſar, you will 
ſoon find, by very early Experience, that this 
Conduct of yours will in the higheſt Degree re- 
dound to your Honour, and no leſs to your In- 
tereſt ; while thoſe, who nominate you for their 
Heir, are all known to do it out of pure Love 
and ſincere Affection, and not out of any Mo- 
tive of Fear, Many Families did the Royal 
Bounty of your Father Neva raiſe, and you 

on with 
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with equal Bounty have raiſed as many. And 
tho' many of theſe, who owe their very Be- 
ings to the Crown, and livd upon its Grants, 
have, dying in the Crime of Ingratitude, forgot 
to make any Return to that, which raiſed them : 
Why, {till the Heir is left in quiet Poſſeſſion; for 
you deſire no better a Requital, than the Glory 
of doing Good unrewarded. And, in truth, a 
grateful Receiver makes Liberality more pleaſing 
to the Giver; but an ungrateful one makes it 
more glorious in the World's Eye: It draws 
down the Reproaches of Men upon the Receiver, 
and renders the Giver univerſally admired. But, 
after all, where is there one to be named among 
your numerous Predeceſſors, that ever cared to 
ſet his Honour at fo high a Value above his In- 
tereſt? Who can name me the Prince that did 
not always pleaſe himſelf with the capricious. Fan- 
cy of his having an abſolute Right to reſume the 
Wealth he gave ? Nay, the very Grants of 
Crown'd Heads have commonly been little bet- 
ter than artificial Gawdy Baits, and gilded Hooks 
to draw in the Credulous, and to enſnare and 
catch the Unwary, who generally became their 
too eaſy Prey. —How highly conducive is it to- 
wards forming and regulating the Manners of a 
great Man; that before he arrives to a State of 
Proſperity, he ſhould meet with Rubs and Dif- 
ficulties by the way, and run thro* the Tryals 
of Adverſity? You have encounter'd theſe Dif- 
ficulties, and you have paſs'd theſe Tryals ; you 
lived amongſt us, you ſhared our Dangers and 
our Fears, you full well know what a wretched 
and weary Life oppreſs'd Innocence itſelf has 
led under continual Alarms and daily Apprehen- 
ſions; you are throughly ſenſible, by Experience, 
how much wicked Princes are held in NR 
e an 
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and Abhorrence, even by thoſe very People, whoſe 


baſe and ſervile Flattery firſt inclined them to be 
wicked. You perfectly well remember what you, 
while yet a Subject, uſed to wiſh for, as much as we, 
and what you uſed to complain of as readily as any 
of us all. This, This it is that has now cauſed you 
to be, what you then judged others ought to have 
been: Nay, your Behaviour towards us is car- 
ry'd to a greater Degree of Goodneſs, than you 
ever hoped, or even wiſh'd to find in any of your 
Predeceſſors. Hence our very Minds and Tem- 
pers are perfectly alter d, and it is become fo 
habitual and natural to us to enjoy the Bleſſings 
of an eaſy and gentle Adminiſtration; that, 
whereas it was formerly the very Height of our 
Wiſhes to have a Prince reign over us that was 
ſomewhat better than the Worſt ; we cannot now 
ſo much as bear the Thoughts of one that is not 
abſolutely the very Beft. Hence, there is not 
one who is ſo much a Stranger to your Character, 
or knows himſelf ſo little, as to be forward in the 
vain Ambition of ſucceeding a Prince of ſo ma- 
ny matchleſs and tranſcendent good Qualities. 
Methinks, your unparallel'd Conduct has ren- 
der'd the Succeſſion more eaſy to have, than it 
is eaſy to wiſh for it. For, who would covet to 
undergo all that wondrous Weight of Care which 
you ſuſtain > Who would not ſhrink back from 
entring next the Liſt of Empire, and dread to 
ſtand in Compariſon with you? Even you your- 
ſelf are ſenſible how hard and critical a Point 
it is to ſucceed a good Prince; and for that very 
Reaſon you induſtriouſly labour'd to ſet afide 
your Adoption. Is it an Example ſo eaſy to imi- 
tate, to reign in ſuch a manner, that no Subject 
whatever ſhould at any time be obliged to vſe 
baſe or ſordid Compliances, in order to purch ſe 
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his Safety? Life and Honeſty, which is the Life 
(as I may fay) even of Life itſelf, are now both 
ſecurely guarded from all farther Dangers of 
Violation. The true Followers of ftri& Wiſdom 
and Vertue count it no longer a ſaving and ne- 
ceſſary Policy to retreat far away from the Eyes 
of the Court, and bury themſelves in Darkneſs 
and Obſcurity. The private Teſtimony of a good 
Conſcience is not now the only Reward of Me- 
Tit ; no, in this happy Reign, good Actions meet 
with a more o Verrue finds 
the ſame Encouragement as it did in the honeſt 
and primitive Days of our Forefathers. Yoy 
lory in the Conſtancy and Reſolution of your 
Subjects, and are ſo far from depreſſing the Gal- 
lant and Enterprizing _—_ of the Age, as other 
Princes have done before you, that you rather 
exalt them to a greater Vigour, wing their 
Actions, and inſpire them with new Life and 
Motion. Theſe are the Men, whom you pro- 
mote to Honours, Offices, and Employments in 
the Prieſthood and the Adminiſtration : Theſe 
are the Men, whom you Court and Eſteem, who 
flouriſh in the Friendſhip of your Boſom, and 
grow Rich and Happy in the good Opinion of 


* Soul. Thus, animated by you, they make 


'ertue the induſtrious Purſuit of their whole 


| Lives, ſtill propoſing to themſelves your growing 


Aﬀection as the Conftant Reward of their grow- 


ing Vertue. They excite in others a Spirit ob 


worthy Emulation; nor are the Well- inclined more 
encquraged to imitate their generous Actions, than 


the Vicious are deterr'd from the contrary Pra- 


ctices. For when Rewards are the ſure Conſe- 


quences of Merit, and Puniſhments are as ſure 


to follow cloſe at the Heels of wicked Men ; all 


Perſons whattoever muſt grow honeſt out of a 


mere 
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mere Principle of Policy. The Generality of 
Mankind are of ſo diſingenuous a Diſpoſition, 
that they are too apt to embrace equally either 
Vertue or Vice, juſt according as either of them 
may chance to be the reigning Quality of the 
Age, or happen more or leſs to take and obtain 
in the World ; and where they ſee the Rewards 
juſtly due to Labour, Vigilance, and Frugality, 
thrown prodigally away, in ſhameful Waſte, upon 
Inactivity, Sloth, and Luxury, they cultivate thoſe 
thriving Arts of Debauchery, by which they be- 
hold others riſe : They deſire to be like them ſo 
long, till they grow at laſt to be more than like 
them, and from aping and mimicking their ways 
they at length tread the ſame Steps in good 
earneſt, — Our former Princes, I except your 
Father Nerva, and can except but one or two 
more at fartheſt, (and even then, I fear, I have 
exceeded in my Calculation) delighted more in 
the Vices than the Vertues of their Subjects; 


either, becauſe it is natural to depraved Appetites, 
to like what comes the neareſt to their own cor- 


rupt Taſte, or elſe becauſe Men, that were Slaves 
to their own Paſſions, were fitter to become at once 
the Slaves and Tools of that Tyrannical ſort of 
Government which they affected. Such vile Crea- 
tures as theſe therefore were the wretched Ob- 
jects of the injurious Favours of ſuch Princes. 
Perſons, that dared to be honeſt, were baniſh'd 
from the Court ; hunted into Holes and Corners ; 
and forced, as it were, to bury themſelves alive. 


They were never ſuffer d to appear, but when 


they appear'd to ſuffer; when they were igno- 
 miniouſly dragg'd forth upon the Publick Stage 
of Life to make their Exit from it ; to ſtand their 


Tryals; and, perhaps, be condemn'd for Exam- 


ples, to the Terror of all thoſe that preſumed to 


be good. But you, Sir, chooſe the Beft of Men 


for 
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for your Friends; and indeed it is highly juſt 
and reaſonable, that thoſe ſhould enjoy the Smiles 
of a good Prince, who ſuffer'd under the Frowns 
of a bad one. You know, that, as there is a wide 
Difference between acting up to the Dignity of a 
Lawful Sovereign, and exerting the boundleſs 
Sway of an Arbitary Power, ſo no Man loves the 
Prince better or more than he who moſt ab- 
horrs the Tyrant. Such are the Men who make the 
moſt conſiderable Figure in theſe our Days ; ſuch 
Men you place neareſt yourſelf the great and 
leading Example of them all, and bid them ſhine 
forth with all their Luſtre at the Helm of State, 
that the whole World may ſee and learn, what kind 
of Perſons you principally delight in, and what 
Manners you moſt approve. For this Reaſon you 
have not yet appointed a Cenſor to ſuperintend 
us and regulate our Morals, becauſe you would 
rather win us by Kindneſs than teach us by Cor- 
rection, and work upon our Diſpoſitions more by 
Example than Precept. And indeed it is a prett 
Critical Point to determine, by which o theſe 
Methods a Prince ſhall moſt effectually carry on 
and advance the good Work of a general Refor- 
mation ; whether barely by making proper Allow- 
ances, and ſo tempting Men into Goodneſs, or 
by making a Vertue of Neceſſity, and ſo driving 
them to it by Compulſion. We are by Nature 
a pliable and ductile People, eaſy and ready to 
be led where-ever our Princes ſhall pleaſe to lead 
us: We take a Pride and a Pleaſure in following 
their Foot-Steps; our whole Hearts are bent to- 
wards them, and are full, of ardent Wiſhes for 
their Approbation, which can never be attain'd, 
but by reſembling their Manners as near as we 
can: And this Spirit of Imitation is grown by 
Habit ſo general among us, that almoſt ny 
| 41 
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Man may be ſaid to live after one Man's Ex- 


ample; neither is the World yet fallen into ſuch 
an incurable State of Corruption, that, becauſe 
we have follow'd ill Princes, we cannot there- 
fore imitate a good one. Proceed then, O Caſar ! 
So ſhall the Influence of your Princely Actions 
be as powerful as the Authority of - a Cenſor. 
The Exemplary Life and Conduct of a Sovereign 
is indeed a Cenſorſhip, according to the full Sig- 
nification of the Name: There all our Eyes are 


turn'd, there all our Obſervations are employ'd, 
there we fix our whole Attention, and model our 


Actions accordingly ; after that, we ſtand in need 
of no awing Precepts, no abſolute Commands, we 
can plead the Precedent of the Prince for all we 
do, and that is the beſt and nobleſt Authority. 
Fear is but a pitiful and ſorry Guide to Vertue ; 
Example is a more ſafe and more agreeable Con- 
ductor, and brings this farther Convenience with 
it, that it always demonſtrates to us the Poſſibi- 
lity of practiſing whatever it recommends to our 
Practice. — How great muſt be the Terror 
uſed to bring Men to that by Compulſion, which 


they have very freely done of their own accord, 


out of pure Reſpect and Reverence to you ? One 
of our former Princes declared, he would have 
the Comedies and Pantomimes ſuppreſs'd, and the 
Players baniſhed : He was Sia, it ſeems, it 
ſhould be fo, it was his abſolute Will, and it was ac- 
cordingly done. The uneaſy Multitude comply'dto 
him at laſt with their publick Votes, but refuſed 


him privately in their Hearts. They now petition 


that from you, which they murmur'd at in him, and 
take as a Favour now, what they then counted an, 


Impoſition. They were as importunate in their Ad- 
dreſſes to you, to baniſh this Set of Licens'd Strol- 
lers, as ever they had been ſolicitous in petition- 
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ing your Father Nerva to reſtore them. In this Af- 
fair, tho' you both acted directly oppoſite to each 


other, You both did right. It was right in a 
good Prince to reſtorè any Cuſtom that an ill 


Prince had removed, and as right in a good Prince, 


when it was found an evil Cuſtom, to abrogate 


it afterwards. For where any thing, that is even 


good in itſelf and proper to be done, happens to 
be done by an evil Governor: This is a Method 


very adviſable to be taken, that the Author may 


be exploded, tho the Action be approved, when 
it is perform'd by better Hands. The People, 
who uſed to ſee Nero play his Part upon the 
Stage, and tickle the mean Vanity of that Impe- 


rial Mimick with Applauſe, do now moſt hearti- 


ly deſpiſe the whole Company of Trifling Panto- 
mimes, and condemn thoſe Effeminate Sports as 
only fit to corrupt and debaſe the Manly Genius 
of the preſent Age. It is plain and evident from 


hence, that the Example of an Emperor reaches 


even the very Vulgar with its Influence ; and if 
the Prince be ſerious and wiſe, the common Peo- 
ple will lay afide their Levity and Folly. Pro- 


ceed therefore, O Caſar, and advance that Glory 


your Gravity has gain d: That Seriouſneſs, which 
has been hitherto miſcall'd Pride, ſhall be quick- 


ly own'd to be the ſincere Effect of Vertue, and 


thoſe Cuſtoms ſhall grow pleaſant and natural by 
Habit, which were miſtaken for ſo many Violen- 
ces offer d to human Nature. Men already cor- 


rect themſelves, who deſery'd Publick Correction, 


and Perſons are grown reform'd of themſelves, 
whom one would once have thought it almoſt be- 
yond the Power of all Mankind to reform. 
Hence, tho every Man is at his Liberty to com- 
5 7055 we find not a ſingle one that complains of 


where 


verity. And truly it happens generally ſo, that 
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where the People are allowed the greateſt Freedom 
of Complaint, the feweſt Complaints are heard: 
But there is a more particular Reaſon for this in 
a Reign where Malice itſelf cannot frame an Op- 
portunity of murmuring. Every new A& of 
yours is a new Subject of Joy, every freſh Paſ- 
ſage of your happy Adminiſtration is a freſh Bleſ- 
ſing to your Subjects. The Good are daily ad- 
vanced, and the Bad (which is the moſt comfort- 
able Circumſtance that can attend Human Society) 
neither live in Fear, nor are fear d. They appre- 
hend no malicious Accuſations againſt themſelves, 
nor dare they offer any falſe and ſcandalous In- 
formations againſt others. Thus you find juſt ſuch 
a Cure for all our Evils, as we ourſelves could 
wiſh. You are ſo obliging a Benefactor, that you 
do not force us, but invite us to Goodneſs; you 
do not obtrude, but inſinuate Vertue; you make 
it ſo charming, that we deſire what is good for us, 


and then you grant us our Deſires. — How re- 
fined are the Manners of all our Roman Youth ! 
How Exemplary the Lives of our Nobility, ſince 


they have been regulated by your happy Con- 


duct? All ambitious to acquire a Renown for 
Learning, ſuitable to the Dignity of their Birth ; 


What Pains do they omitt ; what ſtudious Endea- 


| yours do they ſpare? And then what Coſt or 


Trouble do you yourſelf ſpare, that could procure 
them a more Princely Education? What Encou- 
ragement could rhe Publick Readers of Rhetorick, 


and the Maſters of Eloquence, ever wiſh for, but 


what they have plentifully received from you ? 
What Favours, what Honours have you not con- 


ferr'd upon the Profeſſors of Philoſophy ? It may 
be ſaid as Truth, and a glorious Truth it is too, 


that the Sciences and their Maſters, which the 


ö ſtupid Barbarity of Times had either per- 


ſecuted 
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ſecuted to Death, or hunted out of the Limits of 
the Empire, into ſhameful and ignominious Ba- 
niſhment, have received new Life from your Pa- 
tronage ; and flouriſhing in ſafe Repole, are grown 


up to a State of uncommon Vigour, under your 


Protection. The Princes of former Days, con- 
ſcious of their own ill Deſigns and Machinations, 
and knowing the Arts and Sciences to be the open 
and profeſs d Adverſaries of Vice, were reſolv'd to 
extirpate and root them out of their Nominions, not 
ſo much becauſe they bore them any Hatred, as 

becauſe they ſtood in awe of their Power, while 
they were preſent to overlook their Miſdeeds, 
and wanted to avoid their Reproofs which they 
' dreaded. But with You they find quite another 
Treatment? They are welcome Gueſts that you 

invite, embrace, entertain, and encourage? You 
are yourſelf the nobleſt Example of the ſublimeſ 

Rules they teach; as you earneſtly and fincerel; 
love them, they all juſtly agree to give you due 

Praiſe; nor are you leſs renown'd for the vaſt 

Knowledge which you have of them, than you 
are celebrated for the great Encouragement which 
you give them. But, what above all your other 
ſhining Qualifications, muſt chiefly charm every 
well-bred Scholar, and make him ſhew a more 
than ordinary Warmth and Ferrour in your Ap- 
palauſe, is, that they always find you ſo extremely 
Affable and ſo eaſy of Acceſs. Poſſeſs'd of 4 
warm, honeſt, and open Heart, and bleſs'd with 
the true Spirit of old Roman Hoſpitality, your 
Father Nerva placed over his Palace-Gates, this 
' Inſcription: Tus PUBLICK BUILDINGS 
Bur ſtill in vain had been this generous and pub- 

lick-ſpirited Inſcription ; it had ſtood there like 1 
mere Cypher, without any important Signification, 

if he had not adopted a Succeſſor to the my 
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who was reſolved to live in Publick. How exactly 
does your way of living ſuit with the Inſcription ? 
Every thing about you ſo explains it to the very 
Letter, that one would {wear it was a Motto of your 
own chooſing. Neither the Common Courts of 
Juſtice, nor the Temples, yield us a more free 
and open Paſlage ; no, not even the Capitol itſelf, 
in which you was ſo ſolemnly adopted, and uni- 
verſally proclaimed. There are no affronting Of- 
ficers to paſs thro', no Doors to oppoſe our Way ; but 


all open and free of Acceſs. A profound and awful 


Stilneſs reigns thro' the whole Court; but {till the 
greateſt and the moſt ſolemn of all is, that which 
waits about your Sacred Perſon. The Decency 
and Civility amidft this vaſt Aſſembly, is fo una- 
nimouſly and ſo beautifully kept up, and there 
appears ſuch an eaſy, regular, and juſt Decorum, 
that every private Family may take a proper Pat- 


tern of Modeſty and Tranquillity, from the fine 


Example which the Court has ſet before them. 
But then, as to yourſelf, how graciouſly do you 
receive us all > With what a Divine Kind of Good- 
neſs and Patience do you vouchſafe to attend; and, 
as it were, wait among us? inſomuch that it is 


really difficult to comprehend, that you, who are 


loaded with all the Cares of Empire, ſhould find 
it poſſible to make us a Preſent of ſo great a 


Quantity of your valuable Time. We therefore 


do not now, as heretofore we were wont, go to 
make our Court with Faces that are diſcolour'd 
by the pale Paint of Fear: We do not go like 
People that are dragg'd to a Place of Puniſhment, 
and fill'd with Fear, that the Slowneſs of their 


Pace ſhould be conſtrued as a Capital Crime. We 


go thither juſt when we pleaſe, and ever, when 
we go, it is with Joy and Confidence we approach 
you. Sure as we are of meeting with ſo gracious a 
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| Reception, at theſe Times when our Prince vouch” 
ſafes us his Preſence, we are ſtill at our own Li- 
berty to ſtay away, and may reſt aflured, thar if a 


more preſſing and neceſſary Duty detains us at 
Home, our Abſence will be diſpenſed with. You 
always prevent our Excuſes, and ſpare us the Trou- 
ble of framing them : For you are very firmly 
perſuaded, that no Perſon would voluntarily deny 
himſelf the Satisfaction of ſeeing you; you know 


it is the higheſt Pleaſure to us all to attend you 


frequently : And you, therefore, do us this Ho- 
nour ſo much the more freely, and ſo much long- 
er at a time, that you may give us the full Mea- 
ſure of our Delight. And, then, when we have 


paid to you our firſt Reſpects, we are not all in 


a hurry to be gone; and, after ſo great a Con- 
courſe, to leave the Palace at once, as it were, 
behind us, in a frightful kind of loneſome and 
melancholy Solitude. We are now free to ſtay as 
long as we pleaſe in that ſelf-ſame Palace; but 


2 little while ago, ſurrounding Terrors inhabited, 


where, while that cruel Monſter turn'd the Royal! 
Court into a Den, where he ſometimes would ſhut 
himſelf cloſely up to ſuck the Blood of his Relatives; 
and from whence he would, at other times, make 
dreadful Sallies, to prey upon the Carnage of the 
Nobleſt of Men, and to deftroy the choiceſt Spi- 
rits that adorn'd the Commonwealth of Rome. 
Horror and Threatnings waited at his Gates, nor 
had thoſe leſs cauſe to tremble, who were ad- 
mitted, than thoſe who were excluded. 'There 
was no ſuch thing as meeting this Monſter of 
Dignity, no ſuch thing as beholding him and look- 
ing at his Perſon ; but one muſt be immediately 
ſeiz d all over with a Pannick : Arrogance fate 
loftily perching on his Forehead, red Fury flamed 
in his Eyes, a mortal and dead Paleneſs over- 

ſpread 
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ſpread his Body, and ever and anon his Face would 


ffuſn, when the bluſhing Colour of Guilt roſe up 


to confound his Impudence: No Perſon dared to 
open his Lips before him, none dared even to ap- 
proach, much leſs to addreſs him; he conſtantly 
hid himſelf in the Dark, and kept himſelf cloſely 
confined and retired, and never left his Solitude 
but when he came abroad to ſpread Deſolation 
about him, and make a more dreadful Solitude in 
Rome. However, in thoſe very Places where 
be promiſed himſelf ſo much Security, he harbour'd 


Plots and Conſpiracies againft his own Life; and 


as cloſe as he Jock'd himſelf up, yet the Deity was 


with him ſtill, the Puniſher and Avenger of his 


Crimes. The Pains and Penalties that were de- 
ſtin'd to be the infallible Conſequences of his Guilt, 
did, either by Stratagem or Force, find their way 
thro' his Guards; and, notwithſtanding there were 
ſo many Ohſtacles in the way, ſo many Windings 


and 'Turnings, as ſeem'd to forbid their Paſſage, 


yet they paſs'd and penetrated thro* them all with 
as much eaſe as if all the Avenues had been free, the 


Doors all open, and Death was invited in on purpoſe 


to overtake him. In that dread Moment, did his 
pretended Divinity diſappear and vaniſh-: He no 


longer found the Aſſiſtance of obſcure Retreats, 


the dark Ways whereof no body but his ownſetf 
knew; he found no longer any help from thoſe 


impious Aſylums, where his Arrogance, his Cru- 


elty, his Deteſtation of the whole human Race, 
and the Fears, which tormented his Breaft with 
continual Anguiſh, obliged him to fly for Shelter 
and Refuge. Oh! what a better Security , 


what a far greater Safety, dwells in that fame Par 


lace, in theſe happy Days, when only Love and 
Affection, not Fear and Terror, guard it | When 
n9, vileSolitnde, no fortify'd Barriers and Tren- 
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ches, but Numbers of honeſt Citizens, pour forth 


in Loyal Crowds to protect and defend it! It is 


therefore plain Experience, which teaches us, that 
a Prince's moſt truſty and faithful Life-Guard is 
the Innocence of his own Life. The Citadel, the 
Retrenchment, which is never to be forced, is 
achieved by a Prince; when all his Actions are ſo 
regulated, that he ſtands in no need of any Bul- 


| wark or any Citadel whatſoever. In vain ſhall 


he, that has no mind to make himſelf beloved, 
deſire to make himſelf be feared : Thoſe very 
Arms, with which he menaces, invite the threa- 
ten'd and the menaced People to take up Arms 
too, and turn the Force of them againſt him. But 
do we find in you an Inclination to ſpend no 


more than the buſy Hours and the ſerious and 


heavy Parts of the Day among us? Are not we 
always in the midſt of your Diverſions? And are 
not we made Partakers of all your pleaſurable 


Aſſemblies and Recreations? Do you not always 


eat in Publick, and is not your Table open to us 
all? And have we not at every Banquet equal 
Pleaſures with yourſelf ? Is not our Joy mutual, 
while you delight in firſt inviting us to form and 
addreſs a Diſcourſe to you; and then in giving 
us your Anſwers? And, even at a time, when 
your own Frugality would induce you to abridge 
the Repaſt ; does not your gracious Goodneſs to- 
wards us become more prevalent, and oblige you 
to prolong it? You do not-come, after you have 
been Feaſting by yourſelf in private, to overlook 
your Table, and paſs Cenſures upon your Gueſts ? 
We do not find, that, after having taken care to 
fill and pamper yourſelf in Secret, you affront, ra- 
ther than oblige the Palates of your Friends, by 
forcing them, rather than helping them to ſuch 


Meats as yourſelf would diſdain to touch ; You 


do 
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do not act thus; and then hardly able to diſguiſe 


this proud Hypocriſy of entertaining, ſhew your- 
ſelf full of Impatience to run away from them, that 


you may renew a ſtolen Debauch, and riot again 
in clandeſtine Luxury, upon hidden and hoarded 
Rarities. Hence, it is neither the Magnificence of 
your Gold and Silver Plate, nor the Exquiſite Or- 
der you obſerve in furniſhing out your Feaſts, 
that we admire : But that Sweetneſs, and thoſe 
Charms of an amiable Converſation, where Te- 
diouſneſs and Satiety never enter; and where Can- 
dour, Sincerity, and Freedom are ever accom- 
panied with all the agreeable Beauties of Polite Be- 
haviour. For thoſe Times are paſt away from 
among us, when the 'Tricks and Myſteries of a Fo- 
reign Superſtition and Indecent Buffooneries be- 
ſieged the Table of the Prince: Politeneſs, a 


gracious and hearty Welcome, an univerſal Chear- 
fulneſs; learned, inſtructive, and edifying Diſ- 


courſes have ſucceeded in their room. Hence, 
it comes to paſs, that you allott but few Hours 
for Sleeping, and you ſpare as little of your Time 
as ever poſſibly you can, upon doing any thing 
that you have to do ſeparately from us, and out 
of our Sight. — But, while you thus favour us 
with fo plentiful a Share of the Bleſſings which 
you enjoy; with what Liberty do you leave us to 
ourſelves to make the beſt we can of the Benefits, 
that our own private Fortunes have placed in our 
Hands? You drive not out the ancient Poſſeſſors 
from their Heritage, you do not force. the moſt 
ancient of the Nobility to ſorſake their Seats, 
that you may incloſe Rivers and ſpacious Foreſts 
within the Walls of your own Gardens. The 
Seas are no longer reſerr'd and engroſſed to be- 
come the Proſpect of a ſingle Man, Cæſar can 
now behold, and with Pleaſure too behold, fair 

| (GG 4 ſpaclous 


88 Priny's Panegyrick 


ſpacious Tracts of Land in the Hands of others, 
to which he himſelf can lay no Claim nor chal- 
lenge any Propriety, and is well ſatisfy'd while 
he thus fees his Demeſnes are leſs extended than 
his Empire. Do not you even employ a great 
Part of your own proper and private Wealth, in 
the Publick Buſineſs of the State? And don't 
you appropriate to Publick Uſe many Particular 
Revenues, which your Predeceſſors hoarded up to 
themſelves for no other End, but for the mean 
and malignant Gratification of a ſordid Appetite, 
which prompted them only to hinder others from 
enjoying them? The great Houſes are now filled 
by great Men, and we no longer ſee them clogg d 
with a Train of unhappy Slaves, or running to 
Ruin and Decay, for the mere Want of Inhabi- 
tants. We have, on every fide, before our Eyes, 
magnificent Structures, which, after being repair'd 
and re-eſtabliſh'd, have not only recover'd their 
former Beauty, but boaſted new Ornaments, and 
ſhined with an additional Luſtre. It is a great and 
a Publick Benefit to prevent theſe Sumptuous Edi- 
fices from tumbling into Ruins ; to make them at 
once habitable and agreeable ; and there is clear- 


ly as much of Grandeur in protecting them from 


Ruin, as ever there was at firſt in erecting them. 
Theſe Ediſices, all inſenſible and inanimate as they 
are, ſeem to rejoice at their preſent Condition; 
they ſeem to put on a Face of Gladneſs, that they 
come once more to be inhabited, and that they 


are become agreeable to the Lords and Maſters, 


who ought beſt to be acquainted with the Conve- 
niency and the Pleaſure that belongs to their ſeve- 
ral Apartments. We in all Publick Places read 
the vaſt Inventory of Goods that Cæſar has or- 
der'd to be expoſed to Sale; and it is impoſſible to 
caſt one's Eyes upon them, without being fill'd with 
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upon TRAJAN. | 89 
a Deteſtation of the Avarice of that Wretch, who 
in the midſt of ſuch mighty Superfluities never 
ceaſed wiſhing and gaping after more. To be poſ- 
ſeſs'd of a commodious Houſe and an agreeable 
Spot of Earth, was in thoſe precious Days to be 
guilty of a Capital Crime: But Trajan makes it 
his Buſineſs to find out thoſe who have a Title to 
them, and puts them in Poſſeſſion : He gives us free 
Leave to purchaſe, to build upon, to occupy and 
enjoy thoſe Premiſſes, that heretofore formed the 
ns of an over-grown Emperor, and in 


which no body had any Share after him but the 


g Cæſars. Such is the Bounty of the 
and ſuch the Felicity of the preſent Age 
in which we live, that he thinks us Subjects wor- 
thy of enjoying what Emperors have enjoy'd; and 
that we may endeavour to appear worthy of them, 
without having any thing to fear. It is but a lit- 
tle Point with you, to grant your Subjects Leave 
to purchaſe ; you carry your Liberality to a much 

reater Length, and beſtow upon us the moſt va- 
luable Preſents : Firmly perſuaded, that there's 
not any thing that you can with greater Propriety, 
or with more Pleaſure call your own, than what 
you hold from thoſe you love : You take a Delight 
to enrich us, with what you have acquired either 
by the Means of your Adoption, or the Laſt Wills 
and Teſtaments of your particular Friends. You 
are as ſparing and thrifty in undertaking new 


Buildings, as you are careful in preſerving the 


old. The Houſes of private Men are ſecure : 
They receive no Shocks by the Paſſage of heavy 
Carriages, loaded with'a monſtrous Weight of 
maſſive Pillars, that uſed to make our very Tem- 
2 as they paſs d, tremble and totter like an 
Earthquake. It ſeems you think you have always 
enough, and even more than enough; and after 
1 e = having 
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having ſucceeded a moſt modeſt and frugal Prince, 
ou ſtill find ſomething to retrench even out of 


that which he left you as abſolutely neceſſary. Be- 


fides, Nerva deny'd himſelf the Uſe of what that 
Fortune, which lifted him to the Empire, had 
placed within his Hands : You deny yourſelf the 
Uſe of what you inherited from him as your Fa- 
ther. But how great is the Magnificence that 

ou ſhew in the publick Works? How fine a 
7 aſte do you ſhew in Architecture, by the beauti- 
ful Manner obſerved in thoſe Portico's which you 
cauſe to be erected 2 With what unheard-of Diſ- 
patch do 'Temples at your Command lift up their 
lofty and aſpiring Heads, and all on a ſudden ſur- 
prize our wondring Eyes? One would not think 
it poſſible that they could have been entirely new- 
built in the Time, but that they muſt have been 
old ones, only beautify'd and repair'd. What is 
there in Nature more marvellous, than that vaſt 
Circus, which may diſpute for Beauty with the 
proudeſt and moſt ſtately Manſion of the Gods! 
What Theatre could have been built more worthy 
to entertain a People who are the Conquerors of 
all the other peopled Nations in the World? The 


moſt extraordinary Spectacles that can be there 


exhibited to View, are leſs extraordinary than the 
Place in which we behold them. But that which 
will appear more aſtoniſhing, is that vaſt Uni- 
formity in the whole Building, where all the Seats 
and Places are ſo entirely formed after the ſelf- 
ſame Model, that Czſar's 1s not to be known from 


among the reſt belonging to the Citizens, but 


when he 1s in it. On whatſoever Side we caſt 


our Eyes, there is not any one Place that is to 


be particularly diſtinguiſhed beyond another : A 
perfect and beautitul Equality reigns throughont : 
Cæſar has not a Seat either carry d out forwarder, 

or 
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or built higher than other People's : He has not 
any one, in fine, that is more particularly for his 
Uſe, than the Repreſentations themſelves can be 
ſaid to be particularly for his Uſe. The Romans 


may now therefore ſee you as freely as you can ſee 


them. It is now permitted to them to behold not 
the Prince's private Box, but the Prince himſelf 


| ſeated in the midſt of a People: A People for 


whom he has cauſed five thouſand more Places to 


be built, than were ever known before. Youhave-: 


in this increaſed their Number, as you did in the 
Congiary ; and you encourage them to multiply 
and increaſe, and to place their Truſt and their 
Confidence in your magnificent and extenſive Be- 
nefactions. . | 

Had any other Emperor conferr'd upon us 
the very leaſt of theſe Favours, long e'er this had 
a Golden or Ivory Statue of his Perſon, with a 
Diadem of Glory round its Head, and with a ra- 
diant Circle of Sun-beams encompaſling its Tem- 
ples, been placed upon the Altars among the 


Gods, and there would have been no Sacrifices too 


great for it; no Victims, no Oblations too noble 
and auguſt. But for your part, we may avow that 
we never beheld you entring the Temple, but to 
preferr your Prayers and pay your Adorations: 
And you deem it Honour enough to you, that 
your Statues, as if they were left to watch and 
ſtand upon the Guard, ſhould remain in the Ave- 
nues or at the Portals of thoſe holy Places. Thus 


the Gods preſerve all their due Pre-eminence and 


Superiority over the Sons of Men, ſince you wiſe- 
ly abſtain from uſurping to yourſelf the Glory ap- 
pertaining to the Gods. In the Porch belonging 


to the Temple of Jupiter, we ſee one or two of 


your Statues, and thoſe too are made of Braſs; 
but it is not long ago, ſince upon every Step we 
LA: 1 b _ 5 > OY 5 met 
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met with freſh Statues, and ſince every Door had 


its Paſſage almoſt choak'd up with them; and as 


ſoon as one enter'd the 'Temple itſelf, one's Eyes 
were perfectly dazzled with the Shine of Golden 
and Silver Images, all repreſenting the Prince : 
They glitter'd fo on all ſides, that if they were 
not quite enough to blind one, they were ſure to 
ftrike the Eye of every Spectator with an offenfive 
and guilty Luftre, who muſt with a deep Abhor- 


rence reflect upon the Prophanation there was in 


polluting the Images of the immortal Gods, and 
mingling and confounding them with the Ima- 
ges of an inceſtuous Prince. Therefore your 
Statues, tho' caſt in a leſs valuable Metal, tho 
few in Number, continue ſtill, and will endure 
as long as the Temple itſelf ſhall ſtand; while 
the reſt, tho of Gold, tho' innumerable, lie 
in Ruins, a Sacrifice to the Joy of the Pub- 
lick. It was a Pleaſure to daſh thoſe proud 
Heads upon the Pavement, to aſſault them with 


Iron, to ſpend their Rage upon them with Axes, 


as if each Stroke was to be tollow'd by Blood and 


a Senſe of Pain. No Man was ſo indifferent, tho? 


he came late to ſhare the Delight of ſeeing it, as 
not to imagine, with Sentiments of Revenge, that 
he had in View mangled Limbs, disjointed Mem- 
bers, and, in ſhort, fierce and hideous Figures, 
caſt away and deftroyed by the Flames; to be 
transformed from all that Terror and threatning 
Greatneſs, by the Force of the Fire, and made 
ſerviceable to the Uſe and Pleaſures of Men. 
With equal Piety, you will not ſuffer us, O Cæſar, 
to thank your Genius for your Goodneſs to us, 
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but only the Supreme Jove; profeſſing, that to 
him are owing all our Obligations, and that your 


laudable Actions are to be referr d to him, who 
has given you to us. Whereas before, large 


Herds of Victims were forced to turn from the 


publick Way of the Capitol into private Paſſages, 


as if a great Part of them had been intercepted, 
when the furious Image of our tyrannical Lord 
Domitian was adorcd with Tides of. their Blood, 
equal to his own Effuſion of Human Gore. f 3 
Whatever I do or have remark'd, my Lords, 


upon other Princes, only tends to ſhew how the 


Common Father of our Country has reform'd and 
corrected the Manners of the Roman Empire, that 
have been corrupted and depraved by long Cuſtom. 


Beſides, no Praiſe is beftow'd with a proper Grace, 


unleſs it be ſet off by a Compariſon. Nay, it is 
the principal Duty of good Subjects, to the beſt 
of Sovereigns, to expoſe the contrary: For no 
Man has a due Affection to a Good Prince, who 
does not perfectly abhorr the Bad. Add, that our 
Emperor has no brighter Merit, than the Safety 
we enjoy, in doing Juſtice to the Characters of 
Evil Monarchs. Can our Indignation forget the 
late Cruelty on Nero's Freed-Man? It is not 
likely that he would ſuffer his Character and Con- 
duct to be cenſur'd, who revenged his Death; 
and he would interpret what was ſaid of one ſo 
nearly like him, to have been level'd at himſelf. 
Therefore 1 compare, I preferr, O Cæſar, this 
ſingle Vertue to all your other Accompliſhments, 
that you daily put it in our Power to do ourſelves 
Reaſon on Evil Princes for the paſt, and to warn 
the future by Example, that no Place, no Time 
ſhall skreen the Memory of bad Monarchs from 
the Curſes of Poſterity. So that we can expreſs 
our Satisfaction and our Reſentment with equal 
e Freedom; 
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Freedom; we can ſhew our Diſcontent at what 


we have ſuffer'd, and our Triumph in what we 
enjoy. Both is to be done indifferently under a 
good Prince. Let this employ our private and 
publick Converſation ; let it be the Subject of our 
thankful Addreſſes, to remind us, that the living 
Emperor is prais'd in the fulleſt manner, when 
his ill-deſerving Predeceſſors are mark'd with 


wicked Governors, it is a Proof, that the ſame 
Iniquities are repeated by thoſe in Being. 


Ya 14 ar For when the Times are ſilent upon 


What Common-place of abject Flattery was 
_ untouch'd, when the Encomiums of Emperors 


were celebrated in Plays, Entertainments, and 
'Dances, and were ſunk into the utmoſt Buffoon- 
nery of Effeminate Voices, Airs and Geſtures? 
'One thing was infamouſly mean, that they were 
applauded at the ſame time in the Senate and on 
the Stage; by the Actor, and the Conſul, You 
have removed thoſe Ludicrous Arts far from the 
Reſpe& you demand of us. Solid Poeſy, and the 


.eternal Honour of Annals, not this ſhort-lived, 


this ſhameful Dawbing, are your Praiſe. Nay, 
the very Theatres will riſe up in Veneration to 
you, with the greater Harmony, as you are leſs 
mention'd in the Scene. Bur why is this ſurpri- 


_ zing? ſince it is your Manner, either to receive 


rery ſparingly, or entirely to refuſe, even thoſe 
Addreſſes, that we ourſelves offer you. Former- 
ly, nothing ſo vulgar, ſo trivial was debated in the 
Senate, but they, who happen'd to be under the 
Obligation of declaring the Sentence, dwelt upon 


the Praiſes of the Emperor. We were conſulted 


about enlarging the Number of the Gladiators, or 
ſetting up a Company of Mechanicks ; and, as if 


it had been on the Occaſion of ſome new Con- 
_ queſts, ſometimes lofty Arches of Triumph, and 


Inſcrip- 


nothing in your Praiſe. Yet, if upon any Occa- 
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Inſcriptions reaching above the Height of the 


Temples, ſometimes Months, and more than one, 
were dedicated to the Name of the Emperor. He 
permitted it, and expreſſed a Joy, as if he had 
deſervd it. But now, who is there among us, 
that, as if he forgot the Perſon concern'd in the 
Senate, miſemploys his Office of declaring the 
Sentence in the Praiſe of Cæſar? This is owing 
to your Majeſty ; from thence is our Steadineſs. 
To you it is due that we meet in Court, not to 
ſtruggle who ſhall flatter moſt, but to the Practice 
and Offices of Juſtice ; and are ever ready to pay 
that Reſpe& to your Truth and Plain-dealing, as 
to believe you approve what you allow, and diſlike 


what you decline. We begin and end at a Point, 


where, under another Prince, it was not poſſible. 
Others indeed have refuſed moſt of the Honours 
that have been decreed them ; but none of them 
has been hitherto ſo great, as to deſire it ſhould 
be thought that he was unwilling they ſhould be 
decreed. This I look upon to be more illuſtrious 
than all Titles, that your Name 1s not preſerved 
upon Monuments of Wood or Stone, but on thoſe 
of immortal Glory and Renown. _. 77 
Future Ages ſhall know, that once there was? 
a Prince, who, in the moſt flouriſning Times of 
his Liſe, had never any Honours decreed him, 
but what were very modeſt, and more often none 
at all. And indeed, were we to conteſt this Point 


vwith the Exigency of former Times, we ſhould be 


overcome. For Diſſimulation, Slavery, Fear, are 
more ingenious at an Invention, than Truth, Liber- 


ty, and Love. And ſince all new Matter has long 


ago been exhauſted by repeated Flattery, we have 
only one freſn, one Maiden Reſpect to pay you; 
and that is, ſometimes to have the Boldneſs to ſay 


ſion 
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ſion our Duty breaks the Silence, and gets the 
Advantage of your Modeſty, you do not refuſe 
what we decree ; to give a Proof, that you do not 
decline the higheſt Marks of Honour, from Pride 
or Diſdain, ſince you condeſcend to accept of the 
loweſt, This, Cæſar, carries a better Grace, than 
if you had rejected all in general. For to avoid 
all, would have had an Air of Haughtineſs; but 
to ſingle out the more ſparing, is Moderation. 


By this Temper, you are a Friend both to our- 


ſelves, arid your own Treaſury ; by reftraining 
the Expences of it, in a Reſolution not to fill it 
again at the Coft of the Innocent. Your Images 
therefore ſtand, of the ſame Materials with thoſe 
formerly dedicated to private Men, for their un- 
common Services to the Government : We ſee the 


Effigies of Ceſar reſemble thoſe of the Bruti, of 


the Camilli, and for the ſame Reaſon. For they 
expell'd Tyrants, and drove a Conquering Enemy 
from our Walls. You have removed the 'Tyran- 
nical Government of Kings itſelf, with all the 
Conſequences of Slavery, and have given us a 
Prince and a Leader, inſtead of a Lord. And 
indeed, when I conſider your Wiſdom, I the leſs 
wonder that you diſown or moderate thoſe brittle 
and fading Titles ; for you well know, in what 
the real, the laſting Glory of a Prince conſiſts; 
what Honours they are that are Proof to the 
Rage of Fire, the Injuries of Time, and the En- 


vy of Succeflors : For Arches and Statues, nay, 
even Altars and Temples, fall into Oblivion, and 


are overlook'd or cenſur'd by Poſterity. But on 
the contrary, a Soul that is above the Swell of 


Ambition, and loves to check the exorbitant Luft 


of Power, grows brighter by Years, and is the 
moſt applauded by thoſe that are the moſt diſin- 
tereſted. Farther, as ſoon as any Perſon becomes 
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a Prince, immediately his Fame, (whether it be 
good or bad, is uncertain, however it) is im- 
mortal. Therefore it is not a Perpetual Name, for 


that is unavoidable, but a Good one, that is de- 


ſirable to a Prince. And this is prolong' d, not 
by Images and Statues, but by Vertue and Merit. 


Nay, thoſe leſs conſiderable Things; the Perſon 


and Figure of a Printe, cannot be expreſs'd ſo 
well in Gold or Silver, as in the Hearts of Man- 
kind; and this is completely your Happineſs: 
Your agreeable and winning Aſpect dwells ever 
upon the Tongue, the Eye, the Soul of every 
Subject. | 3 

I conceive, my Lords, you have ſong ago ob- 


ſerved, that I do not chooſe out the Topicks I in- 


fiſt upon ; for it is my Purpoſe to commend the 
Prince, not his Actions. Many laudable Things 
are done even by ill Men; but the Actor him- 
ſelf cannot properly be the Subject of Praiſe; un- 
leſs he be excellent. Therefore, dread Sovereign, 

ou have no greater Glory than this, that in our 
Addreſſes of Thanks to you, we have nothing to 
conceal or to omitt. What Fla is there in your 
Government, which any Speaker is obliged to wave 
or paſs over? What Moment, what Point of 
Time, in the Courſe of your Reign, is either bar- 
ren of ſome publick Advantage, or unfruitful of 


Praiſe 2 Every Part of it has been ſo managed, that 


he muſt be imagin'd to exxoll it the moſt perfectly, 


| who gives the moſt faithful Narrative of it.“ 


This is the Reaſon that my Oration runs out in- 


to almoſt an unmèafurable Length; it is already 


r \ my at Re * — 


* Mr. Bond bein hinder d, by a Fitt of Sickneſs, from 
proceeding with the Tranſlation any farther, from this 
Aſteriſm to the next was done by another Had. 
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grown almoſt beyond all Bounds, and yet I have 
gone thro' your ſecond Year. How much have 
T ſpoken of your Moderation, and yet what 
a larger Field remains: as that of your re- 
ceiving the ſecond Conſulate, becauſe it was con- 
ferred on you by your Prince and Father! But 
after the immortal Gods had transferred on you 
the Sovereign Power of Empire, and of all Things, 
with the great Command of yourſelf, you refuſed 


the third Conſulate, which you, how to diſcharge 


ſo well like a good Conſul, knew. It is great to 
decline Honours, much greater the thence accru- 


ing Glories. Which can I moſt admire, the Con- 


ſulate you ſo nobly refus'd, or ſo nobly executed 
Executed, not in the {oft reigning Indolence of the 
Town, and the inmoſt Receſſes of Peace, but 
amongſt Nations rude and barbarous : Like thoſe 
whoſe Cuſtom was to change the long flowing Robe 
for the ſhort Tunick; and, by Victory, unknown 
Climes explore. It was an additional Beauty to 
the Empire, to you moſt glorious, when your 
Friends and Companions addreſſed you in their 
own Country, in the Place of their utual Reſi- 


dence. 'Then appeared the Conſul with due De- 


corum, when the Tribunal, after a long Series of 
many Ages, continued erected on the Verdant 
Turf, environ'd not with Faſces only, but with 
the Glitter of our Spears and Armorial Enſigns. 
The great Variety of Dreſs amongſt the Petition- 
ers, the diſſonant Tones of Language, and ſcarce 
an Oration utter'd without an Interpreter, ren- 
der d the Preſident yet more Majeſtick. Jo diſ- 
penſe Laws to Citizens, is truly magnificent; 
what then to Foes? The ſettled and certain Peace 
of the Foriam indeed gives a Luſtre ; what to preſs 
vaſt Continents with the Curule Chair, od | the 
Feet of a ſucceſsful Conqueror? Safe and quiet 
e to 


* 
8 


to look over late threatning Shows; what to- 


piſe the mad Rage of Barbarians, and quell all 
hoſtile Terror, not more by the pompous Oſten- 


tation of Arms, than the awful Robe? They 


had not therefore Recourſe to you by dumb Ima- 


ges, but were admitted even to your Preſence, 


and heard you their Emperor ſpeak, and revered 


that Name which others deſerved by ſubduing, 
you by deſpiſing the Foe. This Encomium is due 
to the Conſulate you executed, and this to what 
you declined; that inaſmuch as in the very Dawn 
of your Sovereign Command, when, by reaſon of 
your high Dignity, free from and unemploy'd in 


Stations of Honour, you refuſed the Confulate, 


which late Emperors, tho' deftin'd to others, 
transferr'd on themſelves. There was alſo one 
who, even at the very End of his Reign, extorted 
and raviſhed from another the Conſulate which he 
had beſtowed on him and them too, almoſt ex- 
piring, and reſerved to himſelf the ſhort remain- 
ing Term. This Honour therefore, which other 
Princes at the Beginning and Period of their 
Reigns ſo eagerly coveted, that they wreſted it by 
Violence from others, you, tho* unprovided, and 
at Leiſure to undertake it, left it to private Men. 
Was the third Conſulate an invidious Poſt to you, 
or was the firſt to the Prince? For the ſecond in- 
deed you enter'd into an Emperor, but yet under 
an Emperor; and therein nothing can be attribu- 
ted to you either in relation to Honour or Exam- 
ple, unleſs it were Obedience. So that in this 
City, which hath ſeen the fame Perſons the fifth 
and ſixth time Conſuls, not ſuch as were in our 
expiring Liberty created by Force and Tumult, 
but ſuch who abſent in their remote Retirements, 
had the Confulate brought to them in the Coun- 
try. In this very City, have nor you, the 3 
H 2 © 
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of Mankind, refuſed the third Conſulate as an 
ungrateful Office? How much more moderate 
were even Papyrius and Quintius? Auguſtus and 
Caſar, and the Father ot our Country? Bur it 
was the Commonwealth required them. How? 
And did not the ſame Commonwealth, the Senate, 
the very Conſulate itſelf, which ſeems repoſing 
on your Shoulder, to expand and riſe to unuſual 
Heights, require you. I do not compare you to 
him, who by continued Conſulates made a certain, 
long, and undiſtinguiſhable Year, but to thoſe who, 
It is certain, as often as they were Conſuls, were 
not ſo to themſelves. ' There was one in the Se- 
nate, when you refuſed the third Conſulate, who 
had been thrice Conſul. Our univerſal Conſent 
would have laid on you ſomewhat I know not how 
burdenſome to your Modeſty, that now our 


Prince, you might have been as often Conſul as 


your Senator; the Refuſal of which, even tho 
a private Man, would have argued you a Per- 
ſon of too much Modeſty. Does the Son of + 
Conſular and Triumphant Father, when he is orea- 
ted a third time Conſul, aſcend in Glory? But is 

not this his Due, tho' he had no other Meri: 

than the Splendor of his illuſtrious Birth > Pri- 

vate Perſons therefore had the Fortune to open 

the Year and diſplay its Feſtivals; and this was 

looked upon as an Inftance of reftored Liberty, 

and that another than Cæſar was Conſul. Thus 

after the Expulſion of Kings, the free Year be- 

gan: Thus heretofore, when the Yoke of Servi- 

tude was ſhaken off, private Names were affix d 

to our holy Days. Miſerable Slaves certainly to 

Ambition were they who were always Conſuls, in 

the ſame manner as they were always Princes : 

Tho' in Reality it may ſeem not to be Ambition, 

more than rank Envy and Malignity of Soul, to 

| F- 5 engroſs 
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others. But now it is time that you give ſome 
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to others. But in you, what can I firſt admire, 
e Magnanimity or Modeſty, or Benignity ? 
It was Magnanimity to abſtain from an Honour 


ſo much and ſo earneſtly ſought after and deſired, 


Modeſty to wave it, Benignity to enjoy it by 


Advantage to the Conſylate itſelf, that by your 
undertaking and diſcharging that great Office, 


you may make it greater. For often to refuſe, 


carries along with zt an ambiguous, or rather this 
Interpretation, that you thought it to be a thing 
of little Moment. It is true, you refuſed, as 
what yas of greater Importance ; but this you 
will never be able to perſuade any one to believe, 
unleſs you will ſometimes alſo not refuſe. When 


you deſired there might be no Arch Triumphal, 


no Trophies, no Statues, all this muſt be attribu- 
ted to your Modeſty ; for indeed theſe are all 


immediately dedicated to you: But when we ſup- 
plicate you to teach future Princes to renounce a 


Life of Inaction, to interrupt for a little while 
their Pleaſures, for a few Moments at leaſt, 


as rquzed from the ſweet Slumbers of Felicity 


to put on that awful Robe of Power, (which 
{qme, when they could have conferred, have 


themſelves exerciſed) to mount the Curule Chair 


which they may poſſeſs; to be, laſtly, what 
they earnęſtly deſired to be, nor therefore only to 
be willing to be made Conſuls in the manner as 
they were. Jop have borne the Charge of a ſe- 
cond Conſulate, I know it; but this, to the Ar- 
my, to the Provinces, to other Nations you may 
attribute as a Favour, but not to us. We have 


heard indeed, that you went thro entirely the 
e "3 3 whole 


; 


101 
engroſs to themſelves every Year the ſupreme Or- 
nament of the Purple, nor yield, till they had 
torne and ſullied it, that it ſhould be transferred 
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whole Office of Conſul; but we only have heard 
it: You are reputed to be moſt juſt, moſt human, 
moſt patient; but it is a Report: It is but equi- 
table that ſometimes we ſhould believe our own 
1 8 very our own Eyes, and not always credit 
ame and Rumour. How long ſhall abſent we be 
no otherwiſe happy in you than in your Abſence ? 
Let us try whether this very ſecond Conſulate has 
not given you ſome little Tincture of Pride; half 
a Year may go a great way 1n altering the Man- 
ners of Men, much more of Princes. We ſay 
indeed, that he who has one Vertue, has all ; but 


we deſire to experience, whether now alſo a good 


bo 


Conſul and good Prince be the ſame thing. For 


beſides the great Difficulty of diſcharging two, and 
both of them Sovereign Powers, there is ſome 


Diverſity between both; for that may become the 
Perſon of a Prince, which would: but ill ſuit that 
of a Conſul.” But J ſee the chief Reaſon that 


moved you laſt Lear to refuſe the Conſulate was, 


that you could not diſcharge it in your Abſence. 


But now being reſtored to the City and our pub- 
lick Wiſhes,” is there any thing by which you may 
more evidently ſhew what and how great was the 
Happineſs we delired > To come into the Court, 
is but a ſmall matter, unleſs you alſo ſummon it; 
or be preſent in the Senate, unleſs you - preſide ; 
to hear our Votes, unleſs you give the final San- 
Gon. Would you, as Conſul, reſtore that once 
moſt auguſt Tribunal to its former Majeſty > Aſ- 
cend. Would you have an Awfulneſs in the Ma- 


giſtracy, Authority in the Laws, Modeſty in the 


Petulant and Loquacious ? Sit in Perſon in the Se- 
nate. For what would it hare intereſted the Com- 
monwealth, when you were a private Man, to have 


you their Conſul only, and not their Senator? 


So be aſſured, it is as much their Intereſt now to 
1 8 1 ; have 
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have you not their Prince only, but their Conſul. 
With theſe and fo many Reafons, tho? the Mo- 
deſty of our Prince long had ſtruggled, yet at laſt 
it yielded; but how did it yield? Not to put him- 
ſelf on the Level with private Men, but to make 


private Men equal with himſelf. For he a third 


time accepted of the Conſulate, that he might be- 
ſtow it. He knew the Moderation of the Men, 

he knew their Modeſty, who would not endure 
to be a third time Conſul, unleſs he were a third 
time Conſul with them. This Honour formerly 
was beſtowed on ſuch who were Adjutants to Ge- 
nerals, and ſhared with them the Dangers of War, 

which you have given to two fingular Perſons, 
who have well and bravely deſerved it of you by 
their ſignal Services, tho' in the long Robe. The 
Cares, the Vigilance of both, have laid an Obli- 
gation on you, O Caſar ; bur in a Prince, tis a 
thing rare and unuſual to think himſelf obliged ; 


or if he does, to bear the leaſt Affection. You, 
Cæſar, owe and pay; but when you make People 


three times Conſuls, you do not ſeem to yourſelf 
a great Prince, but that you are not an ungrate- 
ful Friend: Nay, even of the Merits of "ſome 
certain Citizens, how fmall ſoever, you raiſe the 
Value by the Power of your Fortune; for you 
make every one be thought to have ſer ved you in 
proportion to what they have received from-your 


Hand, with ſuch Princely Munificence and Boun- 


ty. What Prayers can I make in relatian to ſuch 
Benignity ; ? bur that you may ever oblige, ever be 
obliged, and leave it in Doubt whether! it be more 
expedient for your Citizens to be your Debtors, 
or to have paid their Obligations. It ſeemed 
truly to me that I ſaw that ancient Senate, in 
which one thrice Conſul ſat, while he, who was 
eltern d thrice ſo to be, folicited the grateful Sen- 
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tence. How great then were they? How great 
now are you? Bodies indeed, tho' very high and 

lofty, when placed near others of more extenſive 
Dimenſions, loſe ſometimes of their former Magni- 
tude : So the moſt exalted Dignity of any Citizens, 
in compariſon of your towring Height, ſeem as un- 
der Preſſure; od the nearer they aſcend to your 


Grandeur, in ſuch je me ſeem they to de- 
e 


ſcend from their own. t thoſe whom you cquld 
not, tho you would, make equal to yourſelf, you 


have however placed in ſuch Eminency, that they 


are evidently ſeen to be as much ſuperior to others, 


as they are inferior to you. If you had conferred 


on any one a third Conſulate in the ſame Year 
with yourſelf, it would have given a Specimen of 
a great Soul. For as it is happy to have a Power 


to do as much as you will, ſo it is great to have a 


Will to do as much as 1s in your Power. He cer- 
tainly 1s to be praiſed, who merited a third Conſu- 
late ; but he much more, under whom he thus de- 
ſerved it. Great and worthy of eternal Chronicle 
js he who received a Reward ſo glorious, bur till 
much greater he who beſtowed it. What ſhall I 
ſay of that great Action, when in your third Con- 
ſulate you honour'd two with that high Dignity, 
by making them Collegues to your Sacred Per- 
ſon? It was certainly that none might doubt 
but the only Reaſon for deferring your Conſulate 
was, that it might contain the Conſulate of both, 
and make a —.4 Year a Collegue to one of them. 
Both lately received the ſecond Conſulate from 
your Father; that is, how much inferior to what 
you beſtowed! The Faſces, but a little Space laid 


down as Wanderers, ſtill engaged their Sight; 


that ſolemn Cry of the preceding Lictors rung 
fill in their Ears. When the Curule Chair and 
awful Purple, as of old, when at the Enemy's 
WE 266; 7 cn moon wel | Approach, 
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Approach, and the Commonwealth in utmoſt Dan- 
ger, required an expert Perſon to wear their Ho- 


nours, the Conſulates were not reſtored to the 


fame Men, but the ſame Men to the Conſulates. 
Such is the Force and Energy of your Benefac- 
tions, that Neceſſity emulates your Indulgence. 
They had but even a Moment fince laid by their 


T embroider'd Purples, they muſt now reſume them; 


a Moment ſince commanded the Lictors to de- 
part, they muſt now recall them. Is this the Ge- 
nius, this the Power of a mere Man? to renew 
our Joys, to reinſtate us in Exultation and Jubi- 
lee, to give no Intermiſſion to our Gratulations, 
nor to ſuffer any other Interruption in the re- 
attaining of the Conſulates, than the very Inſtant 
of their Period and Reſignation. This may you 
ever do, nor may your Soul or Fortune ever grow 
weary of ſuch gallant Actions. May you conferr 
third Conſulates on many ; and when you have 
beſtowed theſe Honours on many, may there ſtill 
remain yet more who may merit theſe Glories at <9. 
your Hands. The Joy and Satisfaction reſulting 
from the conferring of every Benefit on Perſons 
of Merit, is not to redound more to them, than 
to thoſe who are of equal Deſert : But from the 
Conſulate of theſe two eſpecially, ſuch Tides of 
Joy flowed in, (I don't ſay on ſome part, but) 


upon the whole Senate, that they conceived the 


fame Honour conferred upon and received by 
them all. For indeed theſe were the very Per- 
ſons the Senate firſt choſe, when they had come 
to a Reſolutjon of raiſing every excellent Perſon 
that might find out proper Ways and Means to 
leſſen the publick Expences. This therefore, this 
is that which ſo much endear'd them to Cæſar. 
Have we not often experienced this to be the 
State and Condition of Things, that the Senate's 
N W 
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Favour can do little Good or Harm with the 
Prince? Was any thing more a little while ſince 
more fatal than that Thought of the Prince? Tnis 
Perſon the Senate approves of, this Perſon was 
dear to the Senate; he hated thoſe whom we 
ſhould love, and we in like manner thoſe that he 
ſhould have had a Kindneſs for. But now the 
glorious Contention between Prince and Senate is, 
who ſhall beft manifeſt their Affection to every 
one of diſtinguiſh'd Merit. We give mutual Re- 
monſtrances, and have mutual Faith; and, what 
is the greateſt Sign of mutuakLove, the ſame Per- 
ſons are the Objects of our Affection. Where- 
fore, my Lords, di ſpe your Favours openly, 
and love with Conſtancy: Love is not now to be 
diſſembled, left it hurt — 5g nor ſuppreſs 
your Hate, leſt it profit others. What the Senate 
approves or diſapproves, ſo does Cæſar. When 
you are preſent, nay when you are abſent, you 
are of his Council: He conferred the third Con- 
ſulate on thoſe you made choice of, and that in 
Order too as they were elected by you. Both 
ſeem truly great, whether thoſe have the great- 
eſt Share of his Affection whom he knous moſt 
dear to us, or preferrs no one to them, tho' he 
might love ſome one better.. Ræpvards are propo- 
ſed to Men of more advanced Age, as Examples 
to Youth : They may now-art laſt frequently viſit 
their Friends, who receive them with open Doors 
and happy Security. Every one chearfully enter- 
tains the Men who are in Favour, with the Senate. 


This Perſon moſt deſerves Princely Dignity, who 


thinks what is advanced for every one, accrues to 


himſelf; and places no Glory, in this, that he is 
greater than all, unleſs they, greater than hom 
he is, be alſo moſt excellent. Perſiſt, O Cæſar, 
in that Reſolution, and think of every one of us 
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as Fame has reſpectively proclaimed us. Let this 


employ both Ear and Eye: Have no Regard to 


clandeſtine Reports and Whiſpers, that enſn ar e 
thoſe moſt of all who liſten to them. Ir is better 
to confide in all, than in fome Particulars : Theſe 
may deceive, and be deceived ; but as no one ever 
deceivedrhe Whole, the Whole never deceived 


* 


I return now to your Conſulate; and if there 6 3 
be ſome things which belong to the Conſulate, yet 
in time were antecedent: Firſt, that at your Co- 
mitia, you were preſent not only as a Candidate for 
the Conſulate, but of Immortality and Glory; an 
Example, which Good Princes ſhould imitate, and 


the Evil cannot but admire. The People of Rome 


ſaw you in that ancient Seat of your Power, where 
you with Patience endured the tedious Recital of 
the Comitial Verſes, and that delay then not a 
Subject of Ridicule and Deriſion; and thus were 
you made Conſul, as you make one of us. Who 
amongſt preceding Princes ever did that Honour 
to the Conſulate or People? Did not ſome heavy 
with Sleep, and over-clogg'd with the Supper of 
the foregoing Night, make the Meſſengers of the 
Comitia wait? Others, tho' wakeful indeed and 
vigilant, concerted within their Bed-Chamber the 
Exile and Murder of thoſe very Conſuls who de- 
clared them ſo. O deteſtable and wicked Ambi- 
tion, ignorant of true Majeſty, earneſtly to de- 
fire that Honour which thou diſdaineſt, and diſ- 
dain it when thou ſo earneſtly doſt deſire it! And 
when from the neighbouring Gardens thou hadſt 
a free Proſpect of the Field and Comitia, then ſo 
to be abſent, as if thou wert to paſs the Rhine or 
Danube! Canſt thou be averſe to the hoped-for 
Suffrages, thoſe Suffrages, the Fountain of thy de- 
fired Honour ; and, content with being declared 
es Fs Conſul, 
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- Conſul, wilt thou hinder a free City from dif 
ſembling their real Sentiments > Canſt thou, laſt- 
ly, keep from the Comitia, lurking and concealed 
in abftruſeſt Privacy, as if they were not there 

going to preſent thee with the Conſulate, but de- 
prive thee of the Empire? This Perſuafion pre- 
vail'd on our moſt proud and haughty Lords, to 
wit, that they fancied they ſhould ceaſe to be 
Princes, if they did any thing as Senators. And 
yet the greateſt Part of them were not ſwayed ſo 
much by Motives of Pride, as of certain Fear ; 
where, conſcious to themſelves of Rapes and 
nocturnal Inceſts, they might dare to pollute the 
Auſpices, and with nefarious Tread contaminate 
the hallowed Field. As wicked as they were, 

they had not yet arrived to that high Pitch of Im- 
piety, to that flagrant Contempt of Men and 
Gods, as to be able to ſuffer in that moſt ſpacious 
Seat the ſtrict Aſpect and Survey of Men and the 
immortal Gods. Your Moderation and Sanctity 
perſuaded you on the contrary to be preſent both 
in Religious Addreſſes to the Gods, and the Judi- 
cial Aſſemblies of Men. Others merited the 
Canſulate before they accepted of it, you at the 


55 very Inſtant of Acceptance. The Solemnity of the 


Comitia had been ſuperflyous, had you conſider'd 
yourſelf as a Prince ; and now the Aſſembly was 
breaking up, when you (to the Surprize of all) 
come up to the Conſul's Chair, pffering to take 
the. Oath in Words unknown to Princes, but 
when they compelled others to ſwear. You ſee 
how neceſſary it was, not to refuſe the Conſulate ; 
for we ſhould never have imagined you wonld 
ever have done what you did, had you refuſed it. 
Lam amazed, my Lords, I am firuck with Wan- 
der and Aſtoniſhment ; nor can I yet poems 
credit my E; es and Ears, but naw and then ask 
8 W 9 myſelf, 
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myſelf, if I have really heard and ſeen it? Ou? 
Emperor then, our Ceſar, our Auguſtus, our So- 


vereign Pontiff ſtood before the Conful's Knees : 


The Conſul fat, while the Prince ſtbod before' he 
ſat, and fat undiſturb'd, undiſmay'd, as if it 
was what he had often been accuſtom'd to: In 
his Seat he gave the Oath, and he {wore, expreſſed 
and diſtinctly uttered the Words, whereby he de- 
voted his Head and his Family to the Indignation 
of the Gods, if he knowingly ſhould ever violate 
it. Great, O Cæſar, and equal is your Glory, 
whether ſucceeding Princes do or hot do like you. 
What Rhetorick is worthy to expreſs that - you 
would do the ſame things when a third time 
Conſul, which you did when you were the firſt 
time ſo? the ſame when a Prince, as when a pri- 
vate Man? the ſame when an Empeyor, as when 
ſubje& to an Emperor? I know not, I confeſs, 
I know not at preſent whether it looked more en- 
gaging to have ſworn either with or without a 
Prompter. In the Reftrum too, you as religiouſly 


| ſabmitted to fuch Laws, to ſuch Laws, mighty 


Cæſar, which were never prefcribed to Princes. 
But you will not have it lawful for you to do any 
thing which we may not, whieh makes us wiſh 
you even more. This now is the firſt time I ever 
heard, the firſt time I ever learnt; that the Prince 
is not above the Laws, but the Laws above the Prince. 
What others may not do, is the fame in relation 
to Cæſar, tho a Conſul : He ſwears to the Law in 
the hearing of the Gods; for whom do they more 
give Ear to than to Ceſar ? He ſwears, while thoſe 
who obſerve him are to {wear the ſame, as being 
not ignorant, that no one ought more religiouſly 
to keep his Oath, than he whoſe greateſt Intereft 
it is not to break it. And therefore, when you 
were going out of your Conſulate, you 9 an 
1 | athy 
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110 Prinys Panegyrick 
Oath that you had done nothing contrary to 
the Laws. It was truly great to make ſuch a 
Promiſe, much greater to perform it. Then 
ſo often to proceed to the Roſtrum, and head that 
Place ie ER thro' the Pride of Princes, 
there take on you, there to lay down your 
Magiſtracy. How worthy yourſelf is this? 
how different from the Cuſtom of thoſe who diſ- 


claimed by Edict their but for a few days exer- 


ciſed (nay not exerciſed) Conſulate > Nor found 
it otherwiſe in relation to convening the Senate, 


the Courts of Judicature, and the Oath ; ſo that 


their Actions might be all of a piece, and the laft 
bear ſtrict Congruity with the firſt, and they no 
otherwiſe underſtood to have been Conſuls; than 
that others were not ſo. I have not, my Lords, 


yet paſs'd thro' our Prince's Conſulate, but only 


collected in this place what relates to his Oath. 
For we muſt not, as in a barren jejune Subject, 
ſpin out and ſprinkle the ſame. Species of Enco- 
mium, and obtrude on you the ſame things by 
frequent Repetition. Scarce dawned the firſt day 
of your Conſulate, when you came into Court, 
and now each particular Senator, and then the 
whole Body, you univerſally encouraged to re- 
ſume our Liberty, to take upon us, as it were, the 
Cares of the common Empire, to riſe up and 
be vigilant for the Publick Weal. All who went 
before you ſaid indeed the ſame things; but no 
one before you was believed. There was ftill be- 
fore our Eyes the recent Shipwrecks of many who 
(deluded and wafted on by inſidious Calms) were 
borne away by ſudden Hurricanes and unexpect- 


ed Tempeſts. For what Sea ſo faithleſs, as the 
Smiles and Blandiſhments of thoſe Princes who 


have as much Levity as Fraud ; ſo that it is much 
more eaſy to incurr their Anger, than gain their 
A | good 


upon TRAJAN. 111 


good Graces ? But you, whitherſoever you call, 
we ſecure and chearful, follow: You command us 
to be free; we will be ſo: Lou command us 
frankly and without Reſerve ; this we ſhall rea- 
dily obey. Nor this have we ceaſed to do, thro' 
an habitual Indolence, or innate Heavineſs of 


Mind. It was Fear and Terror, and that miſera- 


ble and wretched Prudence , the Offspring of con- 
tinued Dangers, occaſion d us from the Common- 
wealth, (tho' indeed it was altogether no Com- 


monwealth ac all) to turn our Eyes, our Ears, 


our Minds. But now, relying on and ſupported 
by your Arm and Promiſes, we open our Lips, ſo 
long lock'd up with continued Servitude ; and 
looſe our Tongues, bridled before with ſuch and 
fo many Evils: For you will have us be ſuch as 

ou command. us in your Exhortations ; nothing 
1s. diſguiſed, nothing fallacious; in ſhort, nothing 
that has the Appearance of deceiving the Credu- 
lous, nor without Danger to him who would de- 
ceive. Nor was there yet ever Prince who was 
deceived, who was not himſelf firſt a Deceiver 
In this Senſe indeed I underſtood our Publick Pa- 
rent, when I obſerved his Exhortations, and the 
Energy with which he pronounced them. For 
what Majeſty carried his Sentences? how unaf- 
fected was the Truth of his Words? what Aſſe- 
veration in his Accent? what Credit in his Eyes, 
Habit, Geſture, in fine, in his whole Deportment ? 
He therefore will ever maintain what he has per- 


ſuaded ; and remember, that as often as we uſe 


the Liberty he has given us, we do but obey what 
he has commanded. Nor 1s it to be feared that 
he will think himſelf unregarded, if we conftantly 
wake uſe of the Fidelity of the Times, which he 
remembers to have lived otherwiſe under an evil 
Prince. We uſed to offer up our Vows and Pray- 
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ers for the eternal Continuarioti of the Empire; 
and for the Safeguard of the People, nay for the 
Safeguard of our Princes, and by them for the 


eternal Continuation of the Empire. We pray 


for our Empire in theſe Words, (and it is worth 
your while to take Notice of them) on Condition 


you govern the Commonwealth with no other 


jews than the common Good of all. worthy Vows 
and Prayers, which may ever be reſolved on and 
ever paid. The Commonwealth have paid to the 


immortal Gods ſuch Vows as you yourſelf ap- 


pointed, that they might preſerve you in Peace 
and Safety, if you fo kept others: If not, that 


they may turn away their Eyes from the Guard 


of your Perſon, and leave you to ſuch Vows and 


Prayers as were not made in publick. Other 
Princes wiſhed and endeavoured to ſurvive the 
Commonwealth; but to you, your Safety is un- 
pleaſing, if it be not conjoined with that of the 
Commonwealth. You ſuffer no Prayet to be 


made for you, unleſs it be alfo expedient for 


thoſe who pray for you, and every Year appeal 
to a Council of the Gods, and demand them to 
change their Sentence, whenever you ſhall ceaſe 
to be what you were at your Election. But with 
a mighty Conſcience you article, O Czſar, with 
the Gods to protect you, if you deſerve it: Know 
that the Gods are the beſt Judges whether you de- 


ſerve it or not. Do you think, my Lords, he 
does not Day and Night ruminate on theſe his 
Words? I, if fo the general Good ſhould re- 


quire, have armed againſt me even the Prefect of 


the Pretorian Band. Nor do I either deprecate 
the Anger of the Gods, or pray for their Con- 


nivance. Nay, I earneſtly wiſh and deſire, that 
the Commonwealth may never unwillingly reſolve 


on Vows for me; or if they have, that they 


would 
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would never pay them. You therefore, Czſar, 6 
reap the moſt glorious Fruit of your Safety by 


the Conſent of the Gods. For when you cove- 


nant with the Gods, that they ſhould preſerve you 


ſo long as you govern the Commonwealth for the 
general Good, you are ſure you govern well, as 
long as they preſerve you. To you therefore ſhall 
the Day be ſecure, and Joy real, which deftined 


other Princes to Fears and Cares: When in Suſ- 


pence and Aſtoniſnment, not confiding in our 
Patience, they expected from this and that Quar- 
ter Meſſengers of the Publick's Slavery; and if 
by Chance they were hinder'd by Rivers, Winds 


and Snow, they immediately believed that to be 


true which they deſerved. For did their Fear 
make any difference? For when any more worthy 
Perſon is dreaded as his Succeflor by a wicked 


Prince, he is afraid of every one, inaſmuch as 
every one is more worthy than himſelf. Your Se- 
curity, no Slowneſs of Meſſengers, no Delay of 
Letters, canſuſpend. You know that every where 
People are {worn to you, becauſe you are {worn 
to them all. Every one conſults his own Good. 
We loveyou indeed, inaſmuch as you deſerve our 
Love ; and yet we do not love you for your fake, 


but our own. Nor ever, Cn that Day 


dawn, wherein our Loyalty, more than our Bene- 


fir and Advantage, ſhall engage our Prayers. 


Let us now examine why no Princes look into theſe 


ſecret Thoughts of ours, unleſs it be thoſe we 
hate: For if the Good obſerved us ſo ſtrictly as 


the Bad, what Admiration of yourſelf would 


you every where find? What Joy, what Exultation, 
what Diſcourſes of you even amongſt our Wives 
and Children in their Houſes and inmoſt Apart- 
ments? You would know how much we ſpare 
thoſe tender Ears; and moreover, that tho' _ 
| | | Aan 
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each Candidate's Merit? Did any ee the 
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and Hatred be Contraries, yet in this they are 
alike, and we love good Princes more paſſionate- 
ly, by how much the more plentifully we have 
bad ones. You however have experienced our 
Affection and Jndgment in the higheſt Degree poſ- 
ſible in your Preſence, in that Day when you ſo 
conformed to the Solicitude and Modeſty of the 
Candidate, that no one's Joy ſhould be ruffled by 
anather's Sorrow. Some retired with Gladneſs, 
others with Hope ; many were to be congratu- 
lated, none comforted. Nor did you therefore 
more ſlowly encourage our Youth to ſtand for the 
Conſulate, to ſupplicate the Senate, and ſo to 
hope for Honours from the Prince by their Ad- 
dreſſes to the Senate; in which Place, if any one 
food in need of an Example, you propoſed your- 


ſelf as ſuch for his Imitation. An Example, O 


Cæſar, difficult and arduous, and which can no 
more be imitated by any Candidate, than by any 
Prince. - For what Candidate ever bore himſelf 
more reverently to the Senate for one day, than 
you all your Life long, and eſpecially at thoſe 


Times when you are to paſs your Judgment on 


Reverence you bear the Senate, move yMto offer 
Honours to our Youth, born of moſt 1]}ftrious 
Parentage; Honours due indeed to rheiWFami- 
lies, but paid before they came to be ſo N At laſt, 
therefore, Nobility is not fullied or obſchred, but 
illuſtrated, but ſet off and adorned by the Prince. 
At laſt, Cæſar neither terrifies nor is Afraid of 
that Progeny of great Men, thoſe Deſcendants of 
Liberty, but rather amplifies and heightens them 
with early Honours, bur reſtores them to their 
noble Anceſtors and Relations. If there be any 
Branch of an ancient Stock, any thing of Reſi- 
duary Glory, he kindly embraces and cheriſhes 

9 


5 


ö upon Tr 4 f A Ns 1 


Good of the Commonwealth. There are now 


much in Honour of Men, in Honour of Fame, 


great and mighty Names, which otherwiſe would 
be eternally buried in the utter Darkneſs of 
Oblivion, but by the Indulgence of Cæſar; whoſe 
Intention is to create Men noble, and continue 
them ſo. There was a Queſtor amongft the Can- 
didates, an Intendant of a Province, by whoſe 
provident Care, a large City eſtabliſhed her Re- 
venues and a glorious Conſtitution : This iti his 
Behalf you thought fit yourſelf to lay before the 
Senate. For in your Reign, who by your Vertue 
have excelled the Splendor of your illuſtrious Fa- 
mily, why ſhould they be in a worſe Condition 
who have deſerved a noble Poſterity, than thoſe 
who have had a noble Parentage? O worthy you, 


who ever relate theſe things of our Magiſtrates ! 


Nor do you make Men good by the Puniſhment 
of Vice, but the Reward of Vertue. Our Youth' 


is fired, and their Souls elevated to emulate what 
they ſee commended. Nor could any one haye 
other Sentiments, when he knew that whatever 
was tranſacted in the Provinces, came entirely to 


your Knowledge. It is a great Advantage, Cæſar, 
to the Intendants of Provinces, to be aſſured that 
there is prepared for their Piety, their Induſtry, 
the greateſt Reward, to wit, their Prince's Judg- 
ment, their Prince's Suffrage. But hitherto Per- 
ſons of a juft and ſincere Genius, were it not 
warped from their Integrity, get extremely blunt- 


ed by a wretched, but true Reputation. You ſee 
I ſhall do — good, Ceſar will not know it; or 


if he does, will take no manner of Notice of it. 


Thus that ſame, either Negligence or Malignity 
of Princes, when it promiſed Impunity to the 
Bad, and no Reward: to the Good, deterred 50 

N | thoſe 
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thoſe from Vice, but frighten'd theſe from Ho- 
nour. But now, whoſoever ſhall govern his Pro- 
vince well, that Dignity acquired by his Vertue 
is offered him. For the Field of Glory and Ho- 
nour lies open to all, out of which every Man 
may ask what he deſires, and having obtain'd it 
quietly, poſſeſs it. You likewiſe have freed for 
the future our Provinces from the Dread of Inju- 
ries, and the Neceſſity of Accuſations. For if 
Governors of Provinces are thanked for their 
Adminiſtration, there can be no manner of Room 
left for Complaint ; and beſides, the Candidate 
well knows, that nothing can be of ſo great Ad- 
vantage to him in relation to his future Adyance- 
ment in Honours, as the juſt Diſcharging of 
his paſt Magiftracy : For Magiftracy is gained by 
Magiſtracy, Honour by Honour. I would there- 
fore have Intendants of Provinces not alledge flat- 
tering Petitions and Teſtimonials Ggn'd by their 
Friends or a Court Party, but produce the De- 
crees of Colonies, the Decrces of Cities, that 
Cities, People, and Nations, may not be brought 
into the Suffrages of Conſular Men. The moſt 
efficacious way of petitioning for a Candidate, is 
to give him Thanks. Now with what unanimous 
Joy it affected the Senate, that ſtill when you 
named a Candidate, you met and kiſs'd him, 
deſcending into the Plain, like thoſe who congra- 
tulated his Felicity. Shall I more admire you, or 
deſpiſe them who have made this Action ſeem ſo 
great, when nailed, as it were, to their Curule 
Chairs, they only vouchſafed their Hand, and 
that after ſo ſlow and ſtately a manner, as if it 
were an Honour never to be forgotten? A 
ſtrange, an unuſual Face of Things we then be- 
eld, a Prince and Candidate, equal and ſtanding 
tegether ; no Difference between thoſe who re- 
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ceived Honours, and him who conferred them. 
Which Act of yours, with what fincere Acclama- 
tion was it celebrated by the whole Senate. This 
made you yet much more great, yet much more 
auguſt, For he who is mounted on the higheſt 
Pinacle of human Glory, has only one way to make 
himſelf yet greater, and that is, to be ſecure of 
his own Grandeur, by a ſubmiſſive Deportment. 


Nor is there any thing that can endanger leſs the 


Fortune of Princes than Humility. To me, I 
muſt confeſs, your Humanity ſeemed not ſo ad- 
mirable as its Intention; becauſe when you adapt- 
ed to your Oration your Eyes, your Voice, your 
Hand ; yet, as if you had commanded another 
to ſpeak it for you, you omitted not the leaft 
Circumſtance of Civility. Nay, when the Names 
of thoſe who give their Suffrages were to be ta- 
ken with the uſual Honour, you appeared in the 


Number of thoſe who took them, and the Aſſent 


Senatorial was promulged by the Mouth of their 
Prince; and we who uſed to rejoice, could we 


obtain that the Prince would take our Teſtimony 


in relation to Perſons of Merit, have now the 
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Teſtimony of a Prince given to us. When 


therefore you affirmed that the Men were de- 
{erving, you made them ſo. Nor did you only 
approve of their Vertue, but the Judgment of 
the Senate, whole Joy for ſuch Honours from your 
Hands, not theirs, whom you recommended to 


them, exceeded not. For when you pray'd. that 
the ordaining the Comitia might well and happily 
ſucceed, was it not a Prayer for yourſelf, and 


ought we not to return thote pious Wiſhes ? 
And laſtly, when you beſought the Gods, that 


all your preſent and future Actions may be proſe 


perous to you, to the Commonwealth, to us? 
Or, to ſhoxren the Prayer, to yourſelt alone, 
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in whom both the Commonwealth and we ſub- 
ty} | 
There was a Time (and too long it laſted) 
when our Happineſs or Adverſity, and that of 
the Prince, were Contraries to each other; but 
now common with you is all our Happineſs or 
Wo. Nor can we any more be happy without you, 
than you without us: And if you could, would 
you at the end of your Prayers had added this, 
that ſo mignt the Gods grant your Wiſhes, as you 
ſhould perſevere in meriting our Applauſe. No- 
thing 1s more dear and facred to you, than the 
Love of your Citizens; inſomuch that you would 
firſt be loved by us, then by the Gods, and no 
otherwiſe by them than on this Condition, that 
you are beloved by us. And truly, the Deaths of 
former Princes have taught us, that the Gods 
loved not thoſe who were not loved by Men. It 
was a difficult Task to equal theſe your Vows 
and Petitions with our Praiſes, and yet that Diffi- 
culty is now ſurmounted. What Ardour of Love, 
what Incentives, what Flames fired us to thoſe 
Acclamations? It was not, Czſar, the Voice of 
our Genius, but of your Vertues, of your Me- 
Tits, which no fulſome Adulation ever invented, 
no Terror ever could expreſs. Whom have we 
dreaded, that we ſhould thus counterfeit? Whom 
have we ſo loved, that we ſhould make ſuch am- 
ple Recognitions? You have known the Neceſ- 
fity of Servitude ; when did you hear, when did 
you ſpeak any thing like this? Fear indeed may 
invent a great many things, but then they ſeem 
all to be done with an unwilling Mind. Solicitude 
hath one kind of Wit, Security another. The 
Invention of Perſons in Sorrow, differs much from 
that of the Joyous; as that of the Diflembler 
from them both: The Wretched have their ci 
e e CO OY | le&, 
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lect, the Happy theirs, proper and peculiar to 
) themſelves; witneſs yourſelf, neither the Dreſs 7 
5 of the Body, nor Habit of the Mind, the ſame 


as it was. Hence it came to paſs, that our Hou- 
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1 | ſes ſounded with the reſulting Clamour ; no Place 
ſo ſecret or retired, but partook of the joyful 
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4 Sound. Who then leapt exulting from his Habi- 
tation ? Who then was ſenſible that he did fo? 


£ Many things we then did voluntary, many by a 
£ certain Inſtinct and Compulſion, (for Joy itſelf | 
MN hath a Compulſory Power and Energy.) Was 


4 your Modeſty able to limit our Exultation, or 
impoſe Boundaries to our Jubilee? No, the more 
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8 you ſtrived to reſtrain it, the more it flamed, 
* not out of Contumacy, O Cæſar; but as it is tl 
bh not in your Power whether we ſhall rejoice or 1 
[+ no, ſo neither is it in ours to preſcribe our Tranſ- | 
5 ports Laus: And you yourſelf approved the > 
© Sincerity of our Acclamations by the Truth of 

2 your Tears. We ſaw your Eyes moiſtened, and 

0 your Head declined for Joy, with ſo much Blood 

f in your Face as Modeſty in your Heart ; and by 

| | theſe were we the more prompted on to pray 

4 that you might always have the ſame Motive for 

5 Tears, and ever have Cauſe thus to dry up the 

5 flowing Humour. Let us to theſe high Seats of 


Honour, as if they could anſwer, put the Que- 
I ſtion, whether they ever beheld a Prince's Tears? 
4 but thoſe of the Senate they have often ſeen. Jou 
laid a Load on future Princes, and even our Po- 
5 ſterity; for they will require that Princes ſhould 


2 merit the ſame Acclamations, and they will be of- 
i fended that they do not hear them. Properly 1 q 4 
» can ſay nothing more on this Subject, than what 
1 has been ſaid by the whole Senate. Q happy 


you ! which we ſaid not in Admiration of your 
Wealth, but of your Mind: For it is in ſhort 
4 5 1 true 
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true Happineſs to appear worthy of Happineſs. 
Bur in that Day, as a great many things were 
ſpoken wiſely and gravely, ſo eſpecially this ; be- 
lleve us, believe yourſelf, we ſpoke this with 


great Confidence in ourſelves, with but much 


greater in you. For one Man may deceive ano- 
ther, no one will deceive himſelf, let him but 
look into his way of Life, and ask himſelf what 
it is he deſerves. Moreover, theſe Expreſſions 
gave us Credit with the Beſt of Princes, which 
leflened us with the Bad: For tho' we behaved 
ourſelves affectionately to them, yet they believed 
themſelves that they could not be beloved. We 


_ farther implored the Gods, that they would love 


you in ſuch manner as you love us. Who would 
ſay this of themſelves, or to a Prince of ſmall 
Affection to his People? For ourſelves, the Sum 
of all our Vows and Prayers to the Gods was, that 
they would love us as you do. It 1s not true 
that with theſe Acclamations we intermixed this 
other. O happy we! For what can be happier 
than we are, who do not wiſh our Prince loved 
us, but that the Gods would love us as much as 
he does? This religiouſly devoted City, and 
ever piouſly meriting the Indulgence of the Gods, 
thinks nothing can be added to her Happineſs, 
unleſs the Gods imitate Cæſar. But why do 1 


make this Collection of particular Acts, as if my 


Oration could contain them, or my Memory 
comprehend? Which, leſt they ſnould be inter- 


cepted by Oblivion, you, my Lords, have cauſed 


to be regiſtred in the publick Records, and have 
judged worthy to be engraven in Braſs. Hereto- 
fore the Orations of Princes were wont to be 
eternized by ſuch kinds of Monuments only: 


Our Acclamations were confined within the Walls 


of the Senate-Houſe, for they were ſuch as nei- 


_ ourſelves before no 
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ther the Prince nor Senate could glory in: But 


that theſe ſnould reach the Ears of every indi- 
vidual Perſon, and be tranſmitted to Poſterity, was 
both for the Advantage and Honour of the Com- 
monwealth. Firſt, that the whole World may be 
conſcious and bear Witneſs of our Piety, then 
that it may appear that we dare cenſure and judge 
of the Actions both of Good and Evil Princes, 
and that too not after their Death only, but in 
their Life-time. Laſtly, that it might be known 
by Experience that we. have formerly been grate- 
ful, but wretched, being ſuffer d to prove 
to be ſo. But with what 
Contention, with what Struggling, with what 
Clamours did he require of you that you would 
not ſuppreſs our Affections nor your Merits? In 
ſhort, that they may be left as an Example to 
Poſterity. And let Princes learn how to diſtin- 
guiſh true Acclamations from falſe, and owe their 
not being deceived to you. They are not to be 
inſtructed in the way to good Fame, but they 
are not to deviate from the direct Road thereto ; 
not to remove Flattery, but not to reduce it. 
'There is a certain Rule what they ſhall do and 
hear if they follow it. Beſides theſe Prayers in 
which the Senate has joined with me, what can 
I now ask for the Senate? only that that Joy 
may ever be inherent in your Heart, which then 
flowed from your Eyes. May you love that Day, 


yet cauſe another yet more joyful ; may you me- 


Tit more, may you hear yet more: For the ſame 
Words cannot be made uſe of but for the ſame 


Actions. Then how it reſembled Antiquity ? 


how Conſular, when the Senate by your Example 
Fat three whole Days, and all that time you on- 


ly exerciſed the Oſtice of a Conſul 2 Every one A 


interrogated what he pleaſed; it was ſafe for any 
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1 
temperate, that we fancied we ſaw ſome great 


Conſul of Antiquity walking under the Form of 


V7 
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one to diſſent, to depart, and at large to give his 
Judgment on the Affairs of the Commonwealth. 
We were all conſulted, all numbered, and the 
beſt, not firſt, Vote decided the Controverſy. 
But heretofore, who durſt ſpeak 2 who durſt open 
their Lips, but thoſe Wretches only who were 
firſt required to ſpeak ? And did not the reſt, all 
dejected and aſtoniſhed, ſuffer that dymb and ſe- 


dentary Neceſſity of Aſſent? But with what Grief 


alone paſled Sentence, whi reſt complied with, 
and yet diſapproved, and Elpecially he who pro- 
nounced it. Nothing was ſo much diſpleaſing to 
every body, as when things were tranſacted as it were 


of Mind, what Horror 8 þ whole Body ? One 


with univerſal Conſent and Approbation. Some 


Emperor in the Senate perhaps, in Reverence to 
them, compoſed his Looks, Words and Geſture ; 
but no ſooner off, but he reſumed the Prince, 
and was wont to diſclaim, neglect and deſpiſe all 
Offices Conſular. But our Prince was Conſul, as 
if he had been nothing elſe; and thought nothing 
below him, but what was below the Conſul : And 
firſt, when he proceeded from his own Houſe, his 
Manner was ſuch as forbad all Show and Pomp of 


Princely Arrogance; no preceding Tumult crowd- 


ed up his way; he only ſtaid at the Door to con- 


fult the Birds, and revere the Admonitions of 


the Gods. No one was diſturbed, no one thruſt 
aſide. Paſſengers had {o much Liberty, and the 
Lictors were ſo modeſt, that very often anothey 
kind of Crowd ftopt both Prince and Conſul. 
And ſo moderate was he in his Office, and fo 


a good Prince. He went often into the Forum, 
and frequently the Field; for he diſcharged the 


their 


Comitia of Conſuls, and took as much Pleaſure in 
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their Renandatien;: as he bad before” f ay 
Creation. The Candidates ſtood before the Cu- 
rule Chair of the Prince, as he had done before 
the Conſuls ; and they had that very Oath admi- 
niſtred to them, which had been taken before by 


the Prince; who knows the Obligation of that 


Oath to be ſo great, that he requires it to be ta- 
ken by others. The remainder of the Day he 
paſſed at the Tribunal; but there how religiouſly 
was Equity maintained ? how great, a Reverence 
for the Laws? So e addrefled to him as to a 
Prince: He anſwe Obe was Conſul. The 
Right of no Magiſterial Office, the Authority 
of no Man, was leflened by him; it was rather 
increaſed : He reſerved many things to the Præ- 
tors whom he vouchſafed to call his Collegues ; 
not that becauſe 1t would be popular and grate- 
ful to thoſe who heard him, but becauſe he thought 
them ſo to be. He placed ſo much Dignity in 
that Office, that he eſteemed it no greater Honour 


for any one to be called Collegue by the Prince, 


than if only ftyled Prætor. Add to this, that he 
was ſo aſſiduous and diligent in the Tribunal, 
that he ſeemed by his Labour to receive new 
Spirit and Vigor. Who amongſt us takes the 
ſame Care, the ſame Toil? Such ſought for Ho- 
nours who merits or attends? And indeed it is 
but agreeable- to Equity, that he who makes 
Conſuls, ſhould thus excell them; for he would 
ſeem unworthy of his Fortune, if he could beftow 


Offices of Honour, and knew not how himſelf to 


manage them. When he is going to create Con- 


ſuls, he inſtructs them; and he perſuades thoſe. 
who are to receive that high Dignity, that he 


4 


knows whar he 1s about to conferr on them, that 
they may likewiſe know what it is they are going to 


accept. With greater Juſtice then has the Senate 
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asked Hd commanded you to accept the Conſu- 
ate a fourth time. This is the Sentiment of the 
Empire, not of Flattery : Believe your own Obe- 
dience, and that in nothing elſe ought the Senate 
more to require of you, or you oblige the Senate. 
For as of other Men, ſo the like of all Princes, 
who ſeem to themſelves to be as Gods, is but 
very ſhort and frail. It behoves therefore every 
excellent Man to ſtrive and endeavour to do Good 
to the Commonwealth even after Death, by 
leaving behind him Monyggents of Juſtice and 
Moderation, and which nſul may beſt erect. 
For this is your Intention, to wit, to recall and 
bring back Liberty, What Honour therefore 
ſhould you more affect, or what Title oftner make 
uſe of, than that which recover'd Liberty firſt 
invented? It is not leſs pleaſing to the Citizens 
to be both Prince and Conſul, than to be Conſul. 
only? You alſo have Regard to the Modeſty of 
your Collegues, (your Collegues I ſay, for fo 
vou call them, and will have us do ſo too; ) the 
Remembrance of their third Conſulate will be 
troubleſome to their Modeſty, till they ſee you 
once more in that high Station: Nor is it poſſible 
but that which ſuffices a Prince, muſt be too 
much for private Perſons. Favour us, O Caſar, 
who thus ſend up our Vows and Prayers; and 
great and powerful as you are with the Gods, 
grant our Petitions, as they grant yours. Per- 
haps with a third Conſulate you may reſt con- 
tented, but we ſo much the leſs. It makes us re- 
peat and redouble our Requeſt, that you would 
zgain and again accept that Office. We ſhould 
be more remiſs in our Supplication, did we not 
Ynow what you would be. It would have been 
more tolerable to us to have denied us the Expe- 
zience of you, than the Uſe. Shall it ever be 
* ö 


upon TRAA N. 125 
granted to us to ſee him once more Conſul? Shall 
he hear and ſpeak, as lately, the ſame Expreſſion, 
and beſtow on us as much Joy as he himſelf re- 
ceived ? Shall he preſide again over the Publick 
Joy, who was its Cauſe and Author? Shall he, as 
he was wont, endeavour to reſtrain our Affections, 
without being able to do ſo? Between the Piety 
of the Senate and the Modeſty of the Prince, 
happy and glorious is the Combat, whoſoever 
conquers, or is conquered. I preſume indeed 
there will arife a certain unknown Joy, and great- 
er than the former : For who is of ſo weak a Ge- 
nius, but muſt hope him to be ſo much a better 
Conſul, the oftner he ſhall have borne that 

Charge? Another would, if he had not given 

himſelf up to Pleaſure and Indolence, have re- 
frefhed his Labours with Reſt and Leiſure. This, 
when he was reſpited from his Conſular, reſumed 
his Princely Cares. So regardful was he of a 
juſt Temperament, that neither the Conſul's Of- 
fice interfered with that of the Prince, nor the 
Prince's with that of the Conſul. We ſee how 
he anſwers the Deſires of the Provinces, and for- 
tifies his Cities. No Difficulty in giving Au- 
dience, no Delay in anſwering Addrefles. Peo- 
ple find ready Admittance, and are as readily 
diſmiſſed. No longer now are the Prince's Doors 
beſieged with excluded Crowds of Envoys. What 
his whole Comportment ? how gentle his Severity? 
how judicious his Clemency ? You fit not to en- 
rich the Treaſury, nor have; and the only Merit 
your Cenſures claimed, was of judging well. 

Contending Parties ſtand before you, yet not ſo 
ſolicitous for their Fortunes, as your Eſteem; 
dreading much more the Cenſure of their Names, 
than their Cauſe. O truly Princely! O truly 
Conſular ! to reconcile rival Cities, and aſſuage 
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the ſwelling Fury of Nations, not by Empire, 
but by Reaſon ; to bridle the Iniquity of Men in 
Power, and undo that which ſhould never have 
been done: In ſhort, like the ſwifteſt Luminary 
of Heaven, to look on all things, hear all things, 
and whereſoever invoked, inſtantly to be preſent 
and aſſiſt ike a God. After this manner, with a 
Nod, I cannot but believe, governs the great 
Father of the Univerſe, whenever he looks down 
upon this Globe, and vouchſafes amongſt his Di- 
vine Actions to enroll the Deeds of Men, who 
pleaſed with your Godlike Vertues, and thereby 
freed and diſcharged from the Care of ſublunary 
things, has Leiſure to attend only the Rule of 
Eeaven, while you. his Vicegerent' govern the 
whole World below : For you ſupply his Place, 
you alone are ſufficient to execute his Commands; 
ſince every day concludes with our Good, and 
your Glory. But when at any time you diſpatch 
unexpected Buſineſs, you think the Variety of 


Toil is. a kind of Recreation. For what Remiſ- 


ſion is there of your Cares? what Recreation do 
you enjoy, but only that of the Woods and Fo- 
reſts? to rowze Wild-Beaſts from their Dens; 
to conquer the ſtupendous Heights of Mountains, 
and paſs over the Horrors of craggy Rocks, 
without the Aſſiſtance of either Hand or Track 
of Man. Add to this, with pious Mind to fre- 
quent the hallowed Groves, and meet the Bene- 
dictions of the Gods. This of old was the 
Practice of our Youth, this their Pleaſure; in 
theſe Arts were deſign'd Generals well inſtructed 
to contend in Speed with Beaſts of ſwifteſt Courſe, 
in Strength with the fierceſt, and in Stratagem 
with the moſt ſubtle. Nor was it looked upon as 
a mean Ornament of Peace to free the Fields 
from the Irruption of Wild-Beaſts, and relieve 

: | 0 
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the beſieged Labour of the toiling Peaſant: And 
this Glory of ſo doing was uſurped by thoſe 
Princes who could undergo the Fatigue; ſo that 
tame Beaſts were turned for their Sport, which 
they infallibly would overcome by a counterfeit 
Dexterity. Our Prince toi's as hard in hunting 
as taking them; but his chief, moſt pleaſing La- 
bour is to find them out. And if ſometimes he 
hath been pleaſed to exert the ſame Strength at 


Sea, he does not content himſelf with employing 
his Eyes and Hands on the flowing Sails, but firs 
now at the Helm, now with the moſt fturdy of 


the Crew labours to break the Waves, tame the 
ſtruggling Winds, and with the Oar cut thro? op- 
poſing Seas. How unlike was he who could not 


bear the lazy Motion of the Alban Lake, nor the 


dead Silence of the Baian, at leaſt could not en- 
dure the Noiſe of the ſplaſhing Oars, but at 
every Stroke baſely trembled with 1gnoble Fear ? 


So that without the leaſt Noiſe, with Sails furled 


and Oars aſleep, calm, unmoved, like ſome pol- 
luted contaminated thing, he was wafted flowly 
on. Strange Spectacle indeed, and ſhameful to 
behold, the Emperor of the Roman People follow- 
ing the Courſe and Steerage of another Veſſel, 


as if his own had been taken by the Enemy ! 


Nor did flowing Streams and Rivers leſs partici- 
pare of this Deformity, the Danube and the Rhine 


rejoice to carry ſuch a Load of our Shame and 


Infamy. Nor was it leſs Shame to the Empire, 
that theſe Roman Eagles, Roman Enſigns, Roman 
Shores, ſhould thus be expoſed then to the Ene- 
my; the Enemy who are wont to ſſide over thoſe 
Rivers when frozen within their Limits, or over 
the neighbouring Fields; or when thaw'd and re- 
tired to their uſual Channel, paſs either with 
Boat or Arm. Nor ſhall I for itſelf commend 
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your wonderful Strength in Arms and Body ; but 
if theſe are commanded by a Soul more ſtrong 
and vigorous, which cannot be ſoftened by the 
Indulgences of Fortune, nor be warped to Su- 
pineneſs and Luxury by the Pleaſures of the 
Court, then I, whether it be exerciſed at Sea or 
on the Mountains, will admire his Body glad- 
dened by Toil, and his Members increaſing by 
repeated Labours. I find from Antiquity, that 
the Husbands of the Goddeſſes, and Sons of Gods, 
ſhin'd not more illuſtriouſly by the Dignity of their 
Alliance, than by the Splendor of theſe Arts. I 
confider at the {ame time, ſince theſe are his Sports 
and Paſtimes, what his ſerious and ſolid Purſuits 
are, from which he withdraws himſelf to amuſe 


himſelf with theſe. For there are Pleaſures 


which will excellently well diſplay every one's 
Gravity, Sanctity and Temperance. For who is 
ſo diſſolute, that in his Actions does not diſcover 
ſome Severity? By Indolence we are betrayed. 
Have not a great many Princes paſſed this ſame 
Time in Dice, Women, Luxury and Riot, when 
their ſerious Cares were relieved with a Supply 
of contending Vices? This a great Fortune has 
peculiar to itſelf, that it ſuffers nothing to be 
covered or concealed : But the Fortune eſpecially 
of Princes not only unlocks their Palaces, but 
their inmoſt Receſſes, and lays open and diſplays 
all their myſterious Counſels to be known and di- 
vulged by Fame: But you, Cæſar, have no nearer 
way to Glory than to be looked into. "Thoſe 


Actions are moſt excellent you do abroad; no leſs 


ſo are thoſe you do at home. It is truly great and 


magnificent, O Cæſar, that you keep yourſelf en- 


tirely free from the Contagion of Vice ; but 
much more ſo, to preſerve thoſe under your 
Care from ſuch Infection. For by how much 

2 more 
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more hard and difficult it is to make others 
better than one's ſelf, by ſo much more Praiſe- 
worthy is it for you, who are moſt excellent, to 
have made all who are about you like yourſelf, 
It has redounded to the Diſhonour of many an 
illuſtrious Perſon, either that he has taken a Wife 
unadviſedly, or too patiently continued to live 
with her. So that Men bright and renowned 
abroad, were loſt by Domeſtick Infamy ; and what 
only hinder'd them being eſteemed the greateſt 
Citizens, was their being too little Husbands. 
But your Wife is your Ornament and Glory: For 
what more ſacred? what more reſembling the 
Roman Ladies of old, than ſne? Would not the 
Sovereign Pontiff, were he to chooſe a Wife, 
chooſe her, or one like her? But where is one 
like her? How! does ſhe claim nothing to her- 
felt of all your Fortune, but the Joy ? How con- 
ſtantly does ſhe revere, not your Power, but your- 
ſelf? You are both to each other ſtill the ſame 
that you were. Proſperity has added nothing to 
you but this, that now you both of you well 
know how to ſupport it. She is the ſame as ever. 
Hew modef in her Attire? how frugal in her 
Train? how comely in her Step? This is a 
Husband's Duty, who thus inftructs and faſhions. 
The Glory of Obedience is ſufficient to the 
Wife. When ſhe ſees you attended with no Pomp 
or Terror, does ſhe not alſo walk in Silence, and 
imitate (as much as her Sex will permitt) ber Huſ- 
band going on foot? Which would nevertheleſs well 
become her, tho' you did otherwiſe. But when 
a Husband is thus frugal, what Modeſty ought 
not a Wife to ſhew to her Husband? a Woman 
to herſelf? And then your Siſter ; how does ſhe 
remember that ſhe is your Siſter ? So that in her 


yy eaſily be diſcovered your Simplicity, your 
Truth, 
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Truth, your Candour? So that if one ſhould 
compare her to your Wife, one might doubt 
which was more efficacious to a good Life, to be 
well bred, or nobly born. Nothing is ſo prone 
to raiſe Diſputes and Animoſities, as Emulation, 
eſpecially amongſt Women: But moſt of all, it is 
produced by near Alliance and Proximity, nurtur'd 
by Equality, enflamed by Envy, the End of which 
is Hate. What then can be imagined more admi- 
rable, than that between two Women of equal For- 
tune, living under the ſame Roof, there ſhonld be 
no Diſpute, no Contention between them? They 
both ſubmitr, both give Place to eachother; and as 
both moſt tenderly love you, it is neither of their 
Concerns which of them you love moſt. They both 
propoſe to themſelves the ſame End, the ſame is 
their Courſe of Life, and there is nothing in them 
whereby you can diſtinguiſn them to be two; for 
they ſtudy to imitate, to follow you. Both therefore 
have the ſame Vertues, becaule they have yours; 
have Moderation, have eternal Security. Nor 
will they ever be in danger to be reduced to pri- 
vate Perſons, being at preſent no other. 'The Se- 
nate offered them the Title of Auguſt, from which 
they ſtrenuouſly excuſed themſelves, as long as 
you had refuſed the Appellation of Pater Patriæ, 
perhaps as judging it more honourable to be 
ſtyled your Wife and Siſter than Auguſt. But 
what Reaſon ſoever induced them to this Mo- 
deſty, they are fo much the more worthy to be, 
and in Reality are accounted in our Hearts Au- 
gult, becauſe they are not called ſo. For what is 
more noble in Women, than to place true Honour, 
not in ſplendid Titles, but the Judgments of Men; 
and make themſelves equal with great Names 
even by Refufal. And now alfo long ſince that 
ancient Good, which Mankind once was bleſs'd 
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with, Friendſhip is now no more in the Minds of 


private Men; but. in its ſtead Compliments, Flat- 


tery, and, what is worſe than Hatred, diſſem- 


bled Love. And even in the Courts of Princes, 
there remained only this empty and derided 
Name of Friendſhip. For what Friendſhip 
could there be between thoſe who impiouſly look= 
ed on each other as each other's Slaves > You 
have recalled this baniſhed, this wandering Ver- 
tue. You have Friends, becauſe you yourſelf are 


2 Friend. Nor can Love, like other things, be 


commanded to a Subject : Nor is there any Af- 


fection of the Mind ſo noble and free, and impa- 


tient of Dominion, and that requires more ſuita- 
ble Returns. A Prince may perhaps be unjuſtly 
hated, nay hated by ſome, tho' himſelf hates no 
one; but loved he cannot be, unleſs he alſo loves. 
You therefore love, ſince you are beloved ; and 


in that, which to both is moſt honourable, the 


Glory is all your own, who, tho' our Superior in 
Dignity, do notwithſtanding deſcend to all the 
Offices of Familiarity, and from the Emperor, 
ſubmitt to act the Friend; then moſt the Empe- 
ror, when you lay aſide the Emperor, and act the 
Friend. And ſince the Fortune and State of a 
Prince ſtands in need of many Friends, to pro- 
vide himſelf with Friends is a Prince's chiefeſt 
Care. May this Temper ever pleaſe you, and this, 
as well as other Vertues, may you moſt conſtantly 
embrace and cheriſh ; nor ever be perſuaded, that 
a Prince can fall below himſelf, unleſs he hate. 


Jo be beloved, is the ſweeteſt of all human Bleſ- 


ſings; nor is it leſs ſweet to love; both which 
you ſo enjoy, that as you love moſt ardently, ſo 
yet more ardently are you beloved: Firſt, becauſe 
it is much more eaſy to love one than many, and 
then becauſe you have ſo great a Faculty in obli- 
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ging Friends, that none bur an Ingrate can chooſe 
but love you more. It is worth our while to con- 
ſider what Tortures you laid yourſelf under, that 
you might deny nothing to your Friend. You 
parted. with a moſt excellent Man, moſt dear in 
your Eſteem, with Sorrow and Regret; and as 
if it were not in your Power to retain him, 
how much you loved him you experienced on 
the want of him, being in the utmoſt Agony and 
Diſtraction, when, overcome by his Intreaties, you 
yielded to the ungrateful Separation. A thing 
till now unheard of, that the Prince, and the 
Prince's Friend, ſhould deſire different things, 7 
and the Friend's Deſire prevail. O memorable 
Action, and worthy to be recorded, to chooſe the 
Præfect of the Pretorian Band, not out of the 
Number of thoſe who fought Preferment, but 
thoſe who declined it, and reſtore the ſame Man 
to that quiet State of Life which he was fo paſ- 
fionately fond of; and while you are haraſs'd 
with the Fatigues and Cares of Empire, not to 
envy any one the Glory of his Peace and Quiet. 
We know and underftand very well, O Caſar, 
how much we oue you for that reſtleſs and 
laborious Station, when you granted this Peti- 
tioner his Diſcharge, as the greateſt Favour he 
could ask, or you beſtow. What Confuſion did 
J hear you were in when you brought him on his 
way; for you could not forbear accompanying 
him to the Sea-ſide, where, at his embarquing, 
you embraced and killed him on the Shore. On 
that high Eminence of Friendſhip then food 
Cæſar, wiſhing him a ſucceſsful Voyage, and 5 
(if he pleaſed) ſpeedy Return; nor could he 
leave him thus, but followed him with repeated 
Vows and Tears. I fpeak nothing of his Libera- 
Aity and Munificence: For by what Acts of | 
| 3 Bounty, 


ther be loved when preſent, another when ab 
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Bounty can this Care, this Patience of a Prince 
be parallel'd, by which you have merited his Self- 


Condemnation of too much Obſtinacy and Hard- 
neſs of Temper ? And doubtleſs he repeated and 


_ queſtioned with himſelf, whether he ſhould return 
to the Shore; and had fo done, but that he beliey- 


ed it almoſt as happy and joyous to be abſent from 
the Prince, as to partake of his Society. And in 
Reality, as he now enjoys the greateſt Glory of 


' what he aimed at, ſo poſſeſſes he a greater Glory 
by Reſignation of his Office; which you conſented 
to with that noble Eaſineſs, leſt you ſhould ſeem 


to tie any one againſt his Will and Inclination to 
your Service. This was noble and moſt ſuitable to 
the Character of our publick Parent, to compel! 
nothing, but always to remember, that no Power, 


how great ſoever, can be conferred on any one, 


but his Liberty may be more grateful to him than 
ſuch Power. You are worthy, Cæſar, to conferr 


Offices on ſuch as wiſh to reſign them, and grant 


them when they deſired Diſmiſſion, which tho 
unwillingly, yet ſtill you grant; who do not con- 
ceive yourſelf abandoned by thoſe Friends that 


ee for a Retirement, but may always find 
both thoſe whom you may recall from their Re- 


treat, and thoſe whom you may reſtore to their 
deſired Quiet and Retirements. Jou alſo, on 
whom our Parent has vouchſafed to caſt a gracious 


and familiar Eye, improve his Judgment of you: 


This it highly behoves you to do, this is your Bu- 
fineſs. For our Prince having proved in one Ex- 


ample, that he knew how to love, is not to be ac- 
cuſed as faulty, if he love others in a leſs degree 


but in loving him, who can obſerve Bounds or 
Moderation, ſince we do not give, but receive 
from him the Laws of Love? This Man 1 ra- 

Ent: 


3 both 


134 PLrinys Paneg yrick 

both are loved as they deſire: None by Preſence 
will grow tedious, no one by Abſence be forgot- 
ten : Every. one holds the Place he ever merited ; 
and it 1s more eaſy to blot out of his Memory 


the Features of the Abſent, than raviſh from his 


Heart his Affection towards him. A great many 
Princes have been, tho' Lords of their Subjects, 
yet their Freed-Men's Slaves, govern'd by their 


Counſels, and ſway'd at their Pleaſure. Thro 


theſe Men's Ears and Months they heard and 
ſpoke, and by theſe were Petitions delivered for 
the high Offices of Prztor, Prieſt, and Conſul ; 
nay, and thoſe Petitions too directed tothem. Your 


Freed-Men indeed are highly honour'd by you, 


but ſtill as what they are, Freed-Men; and you be- 
heve it may abundantly ſuffice them, if they are ac- 


counted good and frugal. For you know that it is an 


evident Sign of want of Greatneſs in a Prince, to 
have great Freed-Men about him; and in the firſt 

lace you admitt none of them to be near your 
Perſon, unleſs he be in the good Eſteem of yourſelf, 
or your Father, or ſome very valuable Perſon of 
the firſt Rank ; and theſe from the beginning, 
and now continually, you fo ſhape and faſhion, 
that they do not ſquare themſelves by the Model 


of your Fortune, but their own ; and ſo much 


more worthy are they of the Honour we give 
them, becauſe we jare not obliged to it. Have 
not the Senate and People of Rome, for juſt Cau- 
ſes, conferred on you the Surname of Optimus ? 


It is true, it was a Title ready for you, with 


which oux Tongues were acquainted ; but yet 
it is new. You may be ſure no one ever de- 
ſerved it before; ſince if he had deſerved it, 


it was ready for him. Was Happy a better 


Title, which was beſtowed on the Fortune, not 
the Vertues of a Man? Or Great, which had 
5 in 
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in it more of Envy than Glory? An excellent 


Prince adopted you into his own Name, the Se- 
nate into that of Optimus; and this is as proper 


to you as what you derive from your Father. 
Nor does he more clearly diſtinguiſh you from 
others who calls you Zrajan, than he that calls you 
Optimus : As heretofore the Piſo's were denomi- 
nated from their Frugality ; from their Wiſdom 
the Lalii; and from their Piety the Metelli - All 
which glorious Names are contained in this One. 


Nor can he have any Semblance of being Optimus, 


who does not excell every excellent Perſon in 
even their peculiar Tra& of Merit. Moſt de- 
ſervedly then was this Title added to all your 
other Appellations, as what is greater than them 


all: For it is leſs to he Emperor, Cæſar and Au- 


guſtus, than to be Optimus; or beſt of all Empe- 
rors, Cæſars and Auguſti; and therefore even the 
Father of Gods and Men is firſt worſhipped with 
the Name of Optimus, and then Maximus. The 


more ſhining then your Praiſe, who are known to 


be no leſs Optimus than Maximus. You have ac- 
quired a Name, which cannot deſcend or be 


transferred to another; for in a good Prince it 


will appear borrowed, and falſe in a bad one; 
which, tho' all after you ſhould make uſe of, yer 
will it ſtill be acknowledged yours. For as the Ti- 
tle of Auguſtus reminds us of him to whom 1t was 
firſt offered, ſo this Appellation of Optimus ſhall 


never recurr without you to the Memory of Man. 


And as often as Poſterity ſhail be compelled to 
ſtyle any one Optimus, ſo often mall they remem- 
ber him who deſerved that Title. How great, 
how exalted is now, Divine Nerva, thy Joy in 
Heaven, to look down and ſee him to be both 


Optimus, and ſo called, whom thou as ſuch madeſt 


Choice of > How joyous is it to thee to fee, when 
K 4 thou 
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thou art compared to thy Son, thou art ſo much 
tranſcended by him? For nothing more diſplays 


the Grandeur of thy Soul, than that thou, being 


thyſelf moſt excellent, wert not afraid to make 
Choice of a better. And thou too, Trajan, our 
Prince's natural Father, (tho' thou art not amongſt 
the Stars, yet thou doſt poſſeſs a Seat next to them) 
how much Pleaſure is it to thee to behold this thy 
Tribune, this thy Soldier, ſo great an Emperor, ſo 
great a Prince! And haſt with his Adoptive Fa- 
ther a Contention, tho' moſt friendly, whether 
it be more noble to have begotten or adopted 
ſuch a Son? Both of you indeed have infinitely - 
merited of the Commonwealth, on which you 
have beſtowed ſo great a Good; tho' his filial 
Vertues gave one of you Triumphal Honours, 
the other Heaven. My Lords, I know every 
Roman, eſpecially the Conſuls, ought to be ſo af- 
feged, as to efteem himſelf rather publickly 
than privately obliged. * For as it ſhews a more 
juſt and noble Spirit to raiſe a Deteſtation of 
Evil Princes upon Injuries done to the Publick, 
rather than ourſelves; ſo it is more honourable 
to love the Good for the Benefits they pro- 
cure to all Mankind, than to particular Per- 
ſons. Yet ſince it has been the Practice for the 
Conſuls, after their publick Acknowledgments, 
to profeſs in their own Names their Obligations 
to their Prince, allow me to diſcharge this Duty, 
not more with an Eye to my private Part, than 
to my Collegue, C. Tertullus. For why ſhould 
not I addreſs my Thanks likewiſe in his behalf, 
upon whoſe Account I ſtand equally obliged ? 


— 


* From this Aſteriſmm to the End was tranſlated by 
” Ar. Henley. | | 
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Eſpecially ſince our moſt Gracious Sovereign has 


made us Sharers in thoſe Favours, which had he 
conferr'd on either of us ſingly, would have laid 


the ſame Tie on both Parties. That publick Robe 


ber and Murderer of all good Men had made us 
alike Sufferers by the Death of our Friends, and 
by the Thunder huri'd at our Neighbours. For 

we glory'd in the ſame living Friends, and di- 
vided the Sorrow of loſing them. And as we 
are now elevated with the fame common Hope 
and Joy, ſo we were, at that Juncture, poſſeſs'd 
with the ſame Grief and Apprehenſion. Nerva, 
now with the Gods, paid that Regard to our Dan- 
gers, as to advance us, tho' not ſo deſerving; 
that the Proſperity of ſuch Men might be a Proof 
of the Change of Times, whoſe reigning Wiſh 
it was before, to be forgotten by the Court, and 
retire to Oblivion. „ 

We had not ended two Years in this important 
and laborious Poſt, when you, the beſt of Princes, 
the greateſt of Commanders, offer'd us the Con- 
ſulſhip, to make the Quickneſs of our Advance 
an Addition to the Honour. So much you differ 


from thoſe Princes who endeavour to reliſh their 


Favours by the Difficulty of them, and look up- 
on them to be more agreeable, after the Solicitor 
has been mortiſy'd, and almoſt mark d out, by 
putting bim to a Deſpondency, a long Waiting, 
and a Delay, that has the Air of a Repulte. 
The Rules of Modeſty forbid us to ſay, what 
Honour you have done our Character; how you 


Fl 


have parallel'd us with the ancient Conſuls in 
the Love of Right, and of the Publick ; whe- 
ther deſervedly, or not, we dare. not decide on 
either hand ; for we ought not to derogate from 
your Expreſſions; and it would be enn 
„ 1 | | | or 
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for us to confeſs the Truth of thoſe great Things 
you have ſaid of us. Yet it is a Step, worthy of 
your Judgment, to create ſuch Conſuls, who may 
anſwer that Deſcription you give of them. Per- 
mitt us to own the moſt grateful Part of this Fa- 
your, in a freſh Appointment of us to be Part- 
ners. This was extremely ſuitable to our mutual 


Friendſhip, our conſiſtent Method of Life, and 
the Harmony of our Deſigns. This has ſo forci- 


ble an Effect, that the Likeneſs of our Manners 


and Temper may appear to be ſome Leſſening to 
the Glory of our Friendſhip ; and therefore it 
would be as ſurprizing for either of us to diſagree 
with his Collegue, as with himſelf. Upon this 
Foundation, it is nothing of Yeſterday, no ſud- 
den Matter, that either of us is again pleas'd 
with the Conſulſhip of his Partner, as with his 
own. They who are repeatedly Conſuls, are in- 
deed twice obliged, but it is at different Times: 
We are twice Conſuls in the ſame Lear, each ſor 


himſelf, and for the other. 


How diſtinguiſhing was it, that you gave us the 
Conſulſhip, while we were Lords of the Trea- 
ſury, before you aſſign d our Succeſſor! One Dig- 
nity was augmented by another: The Honour 
was not barely continued, but doubled; it came 
before the Cloſe of the other Office, as if other- 
wiſe the Tranſlation would have been too near a 


Favour. You placed fo firm a Confidence in our 


Integrity, that you readily thought it agreeable 
to your juſual Vigilance, not to ſuſſer our Conti- 
nuance in a private Station, after a Diſcharge of 


one, the moſt conſpicuous. 


You have alſo made us Conſuls in a Part of 


the ſame Year with yourſelf ;. we ſhall appear on 


the ſame Roll, and our Names will be a 
wit 
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with your own. You had the Condefcenſion to 
preſide in our Court of Election, and begin the 
Verſe peculiar to the Ceremony. We were made 
Conſuls by your Judgment, and pronounced ſo 
by your Voice; had your Suftrage in the Court, 
and your Declaration in the Field. What an ad- 
ditional Honour 1s it to us, that you pitched upon 
that Month for it, which is graced by your Birth- 
day! that we had the Felicity to iflue out the 
Edi&, and order the publick Shews for celebra- 
ting the Day, attended with three joyful Marks 
of Diſtinction, removing the“ worſt, giving us 
the f beſt, and producing all better than the beſt 
of Princes. Chariot, more auguft than is 
_ uſual, ſhall take us up before your Eyes: Among 
the chearful Cries of the Applauding Populace, 
the zealous Vows and Acclamations that ſhall be 
paid to your Preſence, we ſhall proceed with new 
Pleaſure, doubtful on what ſide are the loudeſt 

Peals of Rams 8 | 

But above all, it demands the higheſt Returns 
of Gratitude, that you permitt us to exerciſe the 
Conſnlar Power you have beſtow d upon us. No 
Danger, no Alarms from you, enfeeble or break 
our Spirits; we are obliged to hear, to determine 
no Cauſe by Compulſion. This honourable Poſt 
does and will keep up its due Veneration ; nor 

ſhall we forfeit our Safety by our Employ. And 
if we may make by Accident any Stoop from its 
Dignity, the Fault will be our own, not that of 
the Age. For, as to yourſelf, we are at Liberty 


to be Conſuls in as free a manner, as they were 


 accuſtom'd before the Being of Emperors. What 


— 


* Domitian, Nerva. || Trajan. 
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can we repay you for this Advantage, but to pre- 
ſerve a grateful Memory that we were Conſuls, that 
we were your Conſuls? Let our Sentiments and 
Decrees be anſwerable : Let us behave ſo to the 
Publick, as if we believed the ancient Common- 
wealth {till ſubſiſted. Let us not withdraw our 
Endeavours from it, nor look upon ourſelves to 
be diſmember'd, and, as it were, diſcharged the 
Conſulate, but ty'd down, and more obliged to 
perform it; and let our Labour and Care be pro- 
portion d to our Rank of Dignity and Reſpect. 
It becomes me, in the Cloſe of my Diſcourſe, 
me, who am Conſul for the Empire in Humane 
Affairs, to implore the Gods, who are Supervi- 

ſors and Guardians of the Roman State, and eſpe- 
cially thee, O CAPITOLINE JOVE, to con- 
fixm thy own Bleſſings, and add Perpetuity to ſo 
important Favours. Thou haſt heard our Im- 
precations on an Evil Prince, hearken to our Pray- 
ers for the Reverſe of him. We do not multi- 
ply Vows upon thee; we do not intreat Peace, 
Concord, Security, Wealth, or Honour: The ſim- 
ple Deſire of all, and what comprehends the 

Whole is, the PRESERVATION OF OUR 
SOVEREIGN. Nor is this Petition new; for 
thou tookeſt him under thy Protection, when thou | 
deliveredſt him from the Hands of the Tyrant 
Domitian. It was not without thy Aid, that, 
when the higheſt Fortunes were blaſted, he, who 
was the Head of them, flood unſhaken. He 
eſcap'd the worſt, who could not have eſcap'd the 
beſt of Princes. Bright Marks of thy Wiſdom 
| appear'd, when thou gaveſt him a Title to * thy 
Name and Honour, in his March to the Army. 


A. 


Jupiter was call d Imperator. Orph. 


Thou, 
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Thou, ſpeaking thy Sentiments by the Mouth of 
the f Emperor, didſt adopt to him a Son, to us a 
Father, to thyſelf a ſupreme Pontiff. 'There= 
fore, with the greater Aſſurance, I implore thet 
in that Form of Vow, which he himſelf preſcribes 
in his own behalf, IF HE GOVERNS WELL 
THE REPUBLICK, IF TO THE ADVAN- 
TAGE OF ALL, firſt, to preſerve him down 
to our Children's Children ; then, ſome time, to 
give him a Succeſſor of his Loins, of his forming, 
who ſhall reſemble the adoptive Son of Nerva; 
or if this be denied by Fate, be of Council to 
him in his Choice, and point him out one that 
may deſerve an Adoption in the Capitol. 
My Obligation to you, ye worthy Fathers of 
the Senate, is expreſs d in the publick Monuments. 
You gave me a Credential of my peaceable and 
moderate Conduct, as Tribune and Prætor, and 
of my Conſtancy in thoſe Affairs, which you en- 
join'd me, purſuant to my known Studies, in re- 
lation to the Defence of our Allies. You a 
proved my Deſignation to the Conſulſhip with ſuch 
Expreſſions of Joy, as have made me ſenſible, 
how much it is my Duty to embrace, to preſerve, 
and daily improve the Honour that. your Conſent 
has derived upon me. For I cannot help refle&- 
ing, that the trueft Judgment of a Man's Merit 
is to be form'd after his Attainment of an eminenr 
Station. Do you countenance my Deſigns, and 
believe, that, if haſtily advanced by that inſidious 
Tyrant, before he betray'd his Abhorrence of 
good Men, I declined his Service, after he ex- 
preſſed that Abhorrence ; if, when I viewed a 
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ſhorter Road to Preferment, I preferred the 
longer ; if I am reckon'd, in Evil Times, among 
the Sorrowful and the Melancholy, and in better 
Days among the Safe and the Joyful; if, in ſhort, 
my Affection to the beſt of Princes, is equal to 


that Hatred which the worſt has bore to me: 


Then ſhall I be ever Tubſervient to this moſt Ho- 
nourable Houſe ; not regarding myſelf as one 
that ſuſtains, or has paſs'd the Office of Conſul, 
but as a Candidate for that Dignity. 
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AE LIANUS, MINUCIUS, Y Character, and Re- 

commendation for a Husband, p. 33. 

ARISTo, Titus, & celebrated Pleader, his Chara- 

cter, and Bahaviour under a viclent Tndifpoſition, 
P- 49. 

ARRI A, rhe unparalell'd Conſtancy of that Lady, p. 
142. | 

ARTEMIDORUS, [1s Character, p. 134. 

ArriciNus, baniſh'd for Fcrgery, p. 299. 

AvrToxivs, Proconſtl of Atia, an excellent Poet ; 4 


Cyparacter of Him and his Writings, p. 159, 259- 
| 5  Avgvs- 
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nn SENTIUS, 4 young Poet, - The amis 
ple Character of Him and his Writings, p. 202. 
Avirvus, Sen. and Jun. Two Brothers, their Death 
and Character, p. 237, 424. 


B 
Blowing. that Manner of Voting, Mow Us 4 by 
the Romans, p. 150. 

— Again claudeſtine Votin 200. 
Baſhfulneſs, a . N A Fx, 
Bassvs, JvL1vs, accus d of Bribery, p. 166. 

A full Repreſentatian of his Caſe, Ib. 

BTI CI, their remarkable Canſe in the Proſecution 
of Cæcilius Claflicus their Proconſul, for Male- 
Aduuniſtration after his Deceaſe, in order to detect 
his Accomplices, p. 124. 

Books, he Uſe of them recommended, p. 5. 17, 69, 


15, 122, 187, 417, 462. 
Bookſellers, Their Behaviour to Pliny, p. 3. 441. 
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Organe a Country-Howſe n to the 

| Emperor Trajan deſcrib'd, p. 316. 

Cudbed, the Death of Two Ladies therein, patheti- 
cally commiſerated, p- 195. 

Clitumnus, %e Spring Head of that River, aeſcrib'd, 
P- 394- ; 

Comuin, a wonderful Spring there, deſeril'd, p. 206. 

ConJſucGAaL AFFECTION, deſerit'd, p. 192. 266. 
271, 329, 385, 397, 398. 
ORELLUS, his Character, p. 189. 

CoRNELIA, & Veſtal Virgin, wrong fully acous d of 
Inceſt <v:zþ Celer 4 Roman Knight; for which 
by Command of the Emperor Domitian, She was 


buried alive and He publickly ſcourg'd, p. 174. 
CRESCENS, ATTILIVS, his Character, p. 272. 
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Dian War, an Account of a Poem on that gabe 


| 383. 

Den of his Servants beautifully lamented by Him, 
p. 410. 

Dolphin, az Accoumt of a ſurprizingly Tame one, p. 

475. ; 

DREAMS 017015, p. 39. 

- Remarkable one of Fannius, Ib. 

Drowning, put in Execution by a Woman with ber 
Husband, becauſe fhe thought him incurable of the 
Venereal Diſeaſe, p. 302. = 


E 


EÜ Ä Bribery at them, p. 291. 

1 Eloquence, What it is, p. 256, 310. 

Elogie, of Two young Pleaders who imitated Pliny's 
Manner, p. 276. . | 

Epitaph, a ridiculous one juſtly cenſur'd, p. 371, 386. 

Epitaphs, modeſt ones recommended, p. 454. 

EurHRATESs, His Character, p. 22. 


F 


| FAG Accuſation of Murder and Forgery, p. 332. 
Fame, what it is, p. 433, 459. N 
Fannivs, Caivs, his Death and Character, p. 217. 
FanNia, the Character of that fine Lady, p. 351. 
Friendſhip, Generous Inſtances of it, in the Recom- 
mendation of his Friends, p. 83, 108, 160, 183, 
259, 273, 301, 31), 333, 334 346, 357, 368, 


372, 350. 3 | 
FunDaAnus, ou the Death of his Daughter an ex- 


traordinary young Woman, near ber Marriage, p-. 
247. 7 
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CAllt, her Adultery, p. 314. 


Genitor, Julius recommended 75 4 School. Nla- 
ſter, p. 110. | 
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ELvipius, his Cauſe againſt CERrus, p. 443. 
Hiſtory, the Style and Charatter of it, p. 232. 
Its Excellency and Uſe, p. 469. 
HONORATUs, VI r his notorious Bribery, 
P- 76. 


I 


J Ntercefſion, for a Servant who had offended his 
Maſter, p. 458, 463. 

Iſlands, a moving one, in 4 Lake, p. 418. 

Is æx us, the Rhetorician his Elogie, p- 58. 


Italicus, Sihus, bs Death and 9999 p- 120. 
L 


1 Lake, Pliny's Seat there deſcrib'd, p. 43). 
— His Laurentine Seat deſcrib'd, p. 90. 
His Manner of living there in the Winter, p. 
485. . 
Legacy-Hunter, a pleaſant Account of one, p. 101. 
LICINTANuSs, NokR BAN us, baniſh'd for 3 
tion &c. p. 131. Rh 
Licinianvs, VALERIUS, his Inceſt, Fall, and 
Exe, p. 173. 
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Ack po, LàAR Ius, A ſaſſinated in the Bath by 
ID Servants, in his Privy-Parts, &c. and dies 
of his Worinas, p. 139. Au ommous Accident 
z:h1cþ befe] Him, previous to this Diſaſter, p. 140. 
AR- 
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MARCELLI NUS, Bis Generoſi ity to his Servants, p. 


177. 
MAR TIA, vun his Death aud Character, 
p- 153. 


MaARTIANUS, Fl Avius, his Bribery and Cruelty, 


P. 76. 
abs, the Proaig y of a Cloud there deſcrib d, p- 
283 
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Eros, his Fm P. 201, 257: 
Nicea, the Theatre there aeſerib 4, p. 525. 
NomiNATVs, THuSCILLUS, His Prevarication, P- 
216, 242. 
Non1vs, his Literal commended, PA 


O 


RATIONS, rhe Style of them, p. 2, 4 13% 
Orator, Dualifications of one, p. 463. 
Falſe Oratory, an Inſtance of it, p. 164. 
Oratory and FREY compared, p. 235. 


P 


P Ains and Penalties, inflicted by the Romans 224072 
corrupt Stareſmen, p 79. | 


Paternal Severity anda p. 442. 

PAuLus PASS TAN us, the Poet, his Character, p. 458. 

Px rus taken Priſoner for rebelling againſt Claudius, 
the Behaviour of His Wife upon this Occaſion, p. 144. 


Phaleucic Verſes, an Account of ſome, &c. p. 183, 


213, 239, 327, 421, 446, 462. 

Piso, Caryn vuRNIvs, a young Gentleman of Diſtin- 
con, 722 reading an Amorous Poem of his wri- 
ting, p. 250. | 

Pleaders, 402g ones reprehended, p. 8 7... 

PLEADINGS, har Style is moſt proper to be us'd in 
them, p. 42, 62, 75. 


PLIN, 


1 Oo © 
Prix, Ser. the Philoſopher, an Account of his Life 
ana Writings, p. 113, 233. 
— His Death, p. 282, 292. | 
PLiny, Jun. wrote a Greek Tragedy at 14 Tears of 
Age, p. 327- 


—— his Courſe of Life in Summer and Winter, p. 


450, 455. | 
—— his Letters to the Emperor, vide TRA JAN. 
Poetry, 775 Ce, 337. 
Po Ts, their Rehearſals, p. 31, 281. 
Pollio, Claudius, his Character, p. 372. 
Primitive Chriſtians, an Accoum of their Behaviour, 


P- 566. 


PIs cus, MARlus, bis Male Adminiſtration, Bri- 


bery, &c. p. 74. 85 
ProcvLvs, hs Genius for Poetry, p. 140. 
Publick Donations, /e beſt Method of ſertling them, 


p- 350. 
Publick Schools, the Uſe of them, p. 179. 
Q 


UADRATILLA, à Character of that Lady, and 
of her Nephew QuavDraTvus, p. 359. 
(QuapRATVs, Advice to Him as an Advocate, p. 300. 
QuvinTianvs, Pour E Ius, his Character, p. 439. 
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Ecvrvus, Marcvs, the Lawyer, his Character, 
p- 7, 45, 262. His Behaviour on the Death 
of his Son, 157, 163. His own Death, 263. 
Rehearſals, he Uſe of them, p. 346, 399. 
REesTiTUTVS, Advice to him in Sickneſs, p. 323. 
Retired Merit deſcribd, p. 361, 478. 
RouAN us, VIRGINIUS, his Taſte of Comedy, p-. 297. 
RomaAnvus, Voconivs, 7s Character, p. 84, 489. 
Rurus, CORELLIUS, His remarkable Suicide, p. 26. 
Rufus, VirGINIUs, 475 Character, and Publick 
Funeral, p. 54. To his Memory, 215. His Epi- 
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Rules for Government, p. 42), 435. 
Rural Affairs, an Account of them, p. 450, 482. 
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Saur. Fus cus, his Character upon hearing 
be was to marry the Daughter of SERVIANus, 
P- 305. | : : | 

SATURNINUS, his Charatter as a Pleader and Poet, 


« 36. 
Se the Reverſe of Humanity, p. 423. 
Szcuxpus, Pomronius, à Tragick Writer, his 
Manner of Appeal, relating to his Works, p. 348. 
Senate, his Behaviour therein in the Caſe of a ſuppo- 
ſed Murder, p. 402. 
Servants, oſt obliging to Strangers, p. 6. 
Sickneſs and Health, how we are affected by either, 
p-. 363, 379. | | | 
9 5 the Fondneſs of the Populace towards them, 
WILLY | 
81 Un INN A, his regular Way of Living, p. 104. 
Statues, Collectors of them, p. 39. Uſe of Statues to 
the Living, p. 67. A Corinthian one deſcrib' d, p. 
118. | 
SUBURRANUS, hrs Dupudence in claiming another 
Man Eſtate, p. 319. | | 
Supply, 4 Roman one, p. 35, 136. 
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1 CoxxEL Tus, his Character, p. 354. 
Pliny requeſts a Place in his Hiſtory, 375. Con- 
_ verſation of Tacitus with a Roman Kmght, p. 46. 
Temple, Þſtruft:ons for the Repair of one, p. 484. 

TER TOULLUsS, CorRnuTvus, his Character, p. 245. 
TRA JAN, his Behaviour at the Tryal of fume cor- 
rupt Stateſmen, p. 18. His Conduct at one of his 
Country Seats upon hearing Cauſes, 316. His Ac- 
coſine 70 the Empire congratulated, 487. Thanks 
Him for Favours receiv d, &c. Requeſts the Sena- 
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torian Dignity for His SoHo Fellow Voconius Ro- 
manus, and the Freed. im of the City for his Phyſi- 
cian Harpocras, 488, 489, 491. Rerurns Thanks ; 
Requeſts the Freedom for the Relations of Poſt- 
humius Marinus anorher of his Phyſicians, and the 
Prætorſhip for His Friend Actius Sura, 492 493, 
494. Requeſts the Prieſthood for Himſelf, 494. 
Congratulates Him upon a Victory, 495. Recom- 
mends ſis Treaſurer Rofianus Geminus, 496. Ac- 
knowleages a Favour conferr'd upon Cælius Cle- 
mens, 497. On an Embaſſy and Expreſs, 498, 


499. On the Puniſhment of a Servant, 500. Re- 


commenaations of his Friends, 501, 502, 504. Of 
removing the Imperial Statues, 506. An Account 


of his Voyage to Epheſus, and his Travels by 


Land, 508, leq. Of rhe Publick Watch, 512. 
Gabius Baſſus Y Charafler, 513. Of building a 


Publick Bath, 515. Of the Puniſhment of Slaves, 


517, ſeq. Of ſettliug a Corporation of Smiths at 
Nicomedia, 70 prevent Fires, 521. Concerning an 
Aquaduct, 524. Deſires to know what the Em- 


 peror would have done to the Theatre at Nicea and 


he Bath at Claudipolis, 525. On the ſurveying 


i of a large Lake on the Confines of Nicomedia, 528, 


545. On the Publick Accompts, and the Expira- 
7107 of Charters, 530, ſeq. On repairing the Tem- 


ple of Cybele, 534 On lowering the Intereſt of 


the Publick Money, 537. Concerning an Exile, 
539. The Edict of Nerva, &c. 542. The Caſe 
of Archippus the Philoſopher, 544. On the Servi- 
tude of Free Born Children, 547. On removing 


the Aſhes of deceas'd Perſons, 549. On the erect- 


ing of a Bath at Pruſa, 550. On the Birth-Rights 


of Children, 552. On the Will of Julius Largus, 
553. On placing u Guard in the City of Byzan- 


tium, 554. The Age of ſome Publick Offcers, 556. 
On a Law Suit for a Publick Work, 558. On an 
Addreſs ; — A Birth-Day Compliment, 561, ſeq. 
On the Want of an Aquadutt at Sinope, 563, &c. 
A Requeſt in Favonr of Suetonius, 565. Concern- 
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ing the Behaviour of the Primitive Chriſtians, $66, 
_ Compliments to the Emperor, and Requeſts for 
Friends, 572, ſeq. On the Diſpoſal of Publick 
Money, 576, leq. The Admiſſion-Fees of a Sena- 
tor, and of ejecting Foreign Senators, 578, ſeq. 
On Publick Invitations, 58t. On Rewards in the 


 Publick Games, 582. On his granting a Paſſport 


to his Wife unknown to the Emperor, 583, ſeq. Pa- 
rallel between Trajan and Titus, (Pan.) 59. Be- 
teten Trajan and ſeveral other Princes, vide, The 
Panegyrick. 

TRANQUILLUS, SUETONIUS, his Character, p. 239. 

Tranſlating, the Uſe Mit, p. 335. 

Treat, an awkard one deſcrib'd, p. 65. 

Tribune, the Nature of that Office, p. 57. 

Tuſcan Seat, of Pliny deſcrib'd, p. 219. His Man- 
ner of living there in Summer, 480. 

Tyber, a great Inundation of That, and other Rivers 
Aeſcrib'd, p. 412. | 
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Vun. Jurivs, his TInaiſpoſitton, P 
VARENus, RUFUS, accus d of Bribery, p. 255. 
267, 279, 330, 338. 5 : 
VARIOLA, Accia, the Caſe of that Lady againſt 

her Mother-in-Loaww, p. 3 


319. 
Veſuvius, the Prodigy of a Cloud chi aroſe from 


that Mountain, p. 283. Irruptious of Fire ſucceed 
the Cloud, 285. Earthquakes ſucceed the Fire, 
286. | 
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V7ILL, the Tnvalidity of cue, p. 89, 172, 231. 

The WILL Pomponia Gratilla, 209. 
Of Julius Tyro, 314. —— / Quadratilla, 
359, — / Domitius Tullus, 414. 
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Writing, the Reputation acquar'd thereby, p. 450. 
Too much Correctneſ a Fault, 463. The * 
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fity of Writings au a for the eee of 
hat, 471, 479. 
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| Os1Mvs, a Freedman, belonging to Pliny, his 
amiable Charafter : ; Pliny's Affection for Him, 
Tenderneſs to Servants recommended, p. 253. 


EE” The Roman Coin 95 Se ſterces being ſo 3 men- 


tion'd by PLiNY, in his 1 es it was thought proper 
to acquaint che Reader that the Value of a Seſterce is 
about TwWo Pence Engliſp Money: 
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AGE 51. I. 16. B. I. Ep. 22. read in my. 
67. J. 17. B. II. Ep. 7. read, This was not only. 


2129. I. 27. B. III. Ep. 9. read, by the ſame Perſons. 


— 15 3. Ibid. Ep. the laſt, Tranſlated by B. G. Eſq; 
— 155. B. IV. Ep. 1. Tranſlated by B. G. Eſq; 
— 206. B. Ibid. Ep. 30. I. I. read Country Seat. 
— 213. B. V. Ep. z. dele, By B. G. Eſq; put, By Mr. Marſhal 
— 238. B. Ibid. Ep. 10. dele, By B. G. put, By Mr. Marſhal 
— 247. B. Ibid. Ep. 16. dele, By B. G. Eſq; put, By Mr. Marſhal 
— 261. B. VI. Ep. 1. dele, By B. G. Th put, * Mr. Marſhal 
of pur I. 7. read, whets. 
266. B. VI. Ep. 4. By Mr. Adaddiſon. 
— 269. Ibid. Ep. 6. dele, By B. G. Eſq, put, By Mr. Marſhal 
271.Tbid Ep. 7. By Mr. Addiſon. 
— 274. Ibid. Ep. 8.1. 6. ſor me, read it. | 
— 275. Ibid. Ep. 10. dele, By B. G. Eſq; put, By Mr. Marſhal 
— 329. B. VII. Ep. 5. By Mr. Addiſon. 
— 506. B. X. Ep. 2 4. l. 3. read exhorted. 


In the 3 


Page 28. Lies $ read, NT: 
bells 56. I. 32. r. Ferocity. 


